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Special Fur Selling

oweek. To night'?;nd Mop-
.'day we offer very special
inducements on, Storm, Col-
lars, Collarettes,  Caperines,
Muffs, Gauntlets and Boas.
Electric Seal, ' Astrachan,
Alaska and Russian Sable,
Persian Lamb, etc., ‘are re-
presented in the assortment.
for To-night and
Monday will be on this re-

d f next
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{SWEEPIN
{Bargain SALE

At WESTMAN BROS.

\
§
1
¥

]

20 per cent.
Discount ,

§ &
. &

Off all JEWEL BASE BURNERS '
AIR TIGHT and other

EHEATERS

Also off HORSE BLANKETS of
all kinds, ROBES, GRAIN BAGS,
STOVE BOARDS, LANTERNS.
| Dowtforget the Plhée for Bargains. |
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WESTMAN BROS.

Big Hardware and Implement. House, CHATHAM
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| at the Cabinet meeting,

or Gambling.
interesting and p

Gob k  purposes
ts widest features,

waves of steck specu
have brought so much havos 3
@8 well as all the essence of chan
which characterizes life.. The sermon
will be one worth hearing.
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BOMBARDMENT STILL ON.
WARSHIPS HAVE wor {
FYMM;W apond to Oall
U to ArmesUnited lm-t“qwqh
.., ment Will Not Address Any| Re-
monstrance to Germany or

* Britain. '

e

Maracaibo, Jan. 24—At 2 o’clock
yesterday Fort San Carlos. was stilk
in the possession of the Government
forces, and the bombardment by the Ger-
man warships still going on. There has
been no material change in the situation.
The gunboat Panther was iae only ves-
sel to come inside the bar. Communica-
tion with the fort is very difficult.
Great extitement prevails in Mara-
caibo.
Maracaibo, Venezuela, Jan. 24.—Pre-
the State of
Maracaibo has, by a decree published
last night, called to arms all citizens

trom 16-to 60 years of age belonging to
the militia, in order to resist the possible
landing of German f.:ces at Lake Mara-

caibo. About 5,200 men immediately an-
swered the call. 2

-Up to this howr no news has been re-
ceived here tending to confirm the re-
port that the German warship Panther
had entered Lake Maracaibo, and that
the Venezuelan cruiser Miranda had
surrendered to her. The rumor is be-
heved to be without foundation.

Berlin, Jan. 24.—Commodore Sheder,
commander of the German fleet in
Venezuelan waters, officially reports the
bombardment of Fort San Carlos from
Maracaibo, under date of January 21,
as follows :—“On the 17th instant while
the Panther was passing the Maracaibo
bar she was unexpectedly attacked by
Fort San Carles, which opened a heavy
fire on her. To this the Panther re-
flied, and a cannonade was exchanged

or half an hour. Owing to the diffi-
culties of navigation the Panther then
desisted. | Im order to exact an im-
mediate punishment for this attack, the
more & as the Venezuelan Government
had proclaimed it a victory, I bombard-
ed the fort with the Vineta on the 21st
instant and destroyed it.”

In the Reichstag to-day,
eign Secretary Von Richthofen made
a on the Venezuelan dis-
pute, in which he said: “It has been
stated that we went into this affair
‘dashingly, with drums and trumpets.’
‘Dashingly,” I admit, from the moment
when we appealed to arms. But with
‘drums and trumpets’ I can by no means
admit. On the contrary, we went to
the extreme limit of patience and long-
suffering. We made proposals to settle
the controversy by arbitration as early
a8 July, 1901, at a time when, by way
if excepfion, no civil war prevailed in
, Venezuela, and when the President was
b whle to satisfy our claims.”

. The Foreign Secretary then read notes
covering these passages, one of which
poncluded: ‘‘Should these conferences
also reach nq result. then some outside
anthority, like The Hague International
Court  of Arbitration, must be selected
1o settle the disputed cases.” President
Castro, be said, did not even answer
this, proposal.

Washington, Jan. 24.—The Vene-
zuelan situation was discuesed at length-
but it can
be said by authority. that no change in
_the attitude of he United States is in
eantemplation at this time. This Gov-:
ernment, will continue its policy of “sit-'
ting tight” The bomibardment by the
German warships of Fort San Carlos is
r
A

For-

etted sincerely by officials of - the
ministration, because of their appre-
hension that it may complicate seriously
the pending tiations.  However,
whilé the Administration regards the
b:xgbnrdment as_unwarranted, the Un:é-
ed States has no intention of taking offi-
cial’ cognizance of it
~ “The fact that only German ships took
| part in the bombardment is obviously
explained. Maracaibo Harbor lies in the
| western %‘rt of tka_ coast line, which was
blockided 'by thé ‘German forces.”
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10’ DEATH.

. XEILL WOMEN
ROM FIRE.

the Fire Escape
" Under F¥oot by

$4.—Three women
omen and one man
.pidic in Leopold
factory on Crosby
a result of a fire i
an adjaining ng. The dead are:

S e éars; Fannie Kerst-
iMrs. Mary Sparbera,
jes from the burning
t the walls of the
g & panic among the
nd boys at  work.
the fire escapes at
nds of the building,
r were crushed and
nger. The men did
h the women aside,
ed the second story,
or the ladders to be
women off to the
ground, gh feet, and leaped
themselves. Img Wway many women
Were more on ured.

The worst: soe: were on the stair
ways, by which ds of the panie-
stricken e ried to escape. The
mad, and, knocking
, frampled them under
story there was a
t not been for the
the death list would
have been mueh Mger. The officers,
climbing over theé heads of the crowd,
reached the third¥§tory, and succeeded,
by pushing the m#R aside, in making a
passageway for the women. Other po
licemen and the fire department soon ar-
rived, and when the building had been
cleared the bodies of the three dead wo-
men were found,

mY FIRE.

A $20,000 Blage at Manitou, Man.,
Caused by Gas Generator Explod-
ing—Dwelling§ Burned at Owen
Bound.

Montreal, Jan. 24—A fire broke out
6 o'elock last eveming, and, owing to
in" the cellar of the; Club shoe store,
2,244 St. Catherine street, shortly after
the volumes of gmoke, the firemen had
difficulty in loeating the origin. The
stock on the ground floor was consider-
ably damaged by water and smoke, but
the proprietor, H. H. Ayre, is unable to
estimate his loss. The stock was valued
at $8,000,: and there was $2,500 imsur-
ance in the Norwirh Union and $4,500
in the North Britéap & Mercantile.

Winnipeg, Jan. 24—A defective
acetylene gas generator exploded in (
basement of the postoffice block
Manitou, owned by Jas. Huston.
one was injured, but tlames destro: |
the block and two stores. The Juss
will be $20.000, insurance $10,000. 'Lhe
losers are:—Jas. Huston, Postmaster
and owner of block ; Geo. Stevenson,
jeweller; D. Gunn, hardware merchant;
John Wooten, general merchant; G. H.
Nicholl, owner of second block. The
explosion was so great it shattered
the walls of the Huston block.

Owen Sound, Jan. 24.—About 2 o’clock
a.m. yesterday fire was discovered in a
four-story dwelling terrace near the G.
‘L. R. passenger station, owned by Robt.
Uhristie. Thomas Weaver and family
lost everything but what clothing they
hurriedly dressed in. R. Norris’ apart-
ments were also partly destroyed. Loss
on contents about $1,000. {m- on
building $1,600. ALl covered by insur-
ance.
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HELD BY ARMED GUARD.

Energetic Politics in the City ef
Denver.

Denver, Oel, Jan. 24.—An armed
guard under “Rough Rider” Bell, which
is holding the hall of Representatives,
and will resist any attempt of the sup-
porters of Edward O. Wolcott, Repub-
lican candidate for Senator, or of the
Democrats to take possessiom, has been
increased from 30 to 50 men. The joint
sesgion of Democraiic members which
took a recess late last night reassem-

l‘:led at 10.30 to-day im:the Senate cham-
er.
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COLLIDED WITH COAL

Firenign of the Express
Killed.

Wichita, Kan., Jan.'24.—A" Missouri

TRAIN,
Engineer and

B s . “No _decision has yet, been reached | Pacific passenger traim bound fér Kan-
-—“< : b{ethp interestéd powers as to whem | sas 'City was ' wrecked ht Yate’s
Teave your order with us for the mblpghde (7 0, Vepezuclan ooasb | Caniere.r wiiu sérigiheer and fireman were:
following goods, 4 days’ sale. | Sl U i1y i b ‘ | killed. The ‘train ‘Coilided with a. coak
: 'ﬁ‘i“"he%’s& ! . . - ") train, the rear end of Which projectad |
Gge. | |{(EI8 SENTENOR' PICYGRED: ' | over: the swticl)oln sde tridck:! " |
{ ey HEpIrill slaeto'c . = 3
i (e ¥ | i Ty A
Dea and Dumb ‘Hurderer Sentemeed || = Scw
! it Toetasn. Fears: o ="-’~"~’~*¢«i£¥”¢‘n"" e e o
| Chicago, Jan. ﬂ:—"-’.mdﬁ MoBwen ot || de vt i S
i ot sty ool o | ot g
' | |sbiitence " of Tourteen *years’ imprisans ]|
g tt Rolooger, a negrd, who §
/ Who caunot xead,
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RIDING MINUS TICKET

Mrs. George Thomas, who was ar-

rested by Officer Dezelia last Thurs-
day, appeared yesterday to answer
to a charge of unlawfully riding in
a G. T. R. coach. She was defended
by O. L. Lewis and G. 'G. Martin.
From the evidence it appeared that
Mrs. Thomas and a male companion
whom she represented as her hus-
band, got on the G. T. 'R. express
at TLondon. They had tickets to
Glencoe. Mrs. Thomas told the con-
ductor that she didn't have any
money and asked to be carried to
Chatham. Sheé promised to pay her
fare in the fmture and gave her
watch as seourity: After keeping the
watch for @ while the conductor re-
turned it. This all happened three
days before Christmas and, as Mrs.
Thomas had never paid the money,
a warrant was secured and G. T. R.
detectives Bradley and Day came to
Chatham' to look for the woman. P.
C. Dezelia was given the warrant and
located Mrs. Thomas.

The waman was the only witness
in her! own behalf. She denied, repre-
senting' herself as the wifé of the
man she was with. Conductor Hig<
gins, Alfred Hodgins, Walter Primean
and 'Detective Bradley gave evidence
for the prosecution. Judge Houston
reserved judgment for a week.

PSR,

ST. THOMAS SMALLPOX CASES.

Alarmino Rumors Current—Only Two
New Cases Yesterday.

St. Thomas, 24.—All sorts of
rumors were on the street yesterday as
to the spread of smallpox in hotels and
elsewhere. The facts are that there are
two Miss Laura Young, a
former domestic of the Columbia Hotel,
allowed evening of
the day on which the disease was dis-

Jan.

new cases,

who was out the

covered Her room mate, Miss Watson,
has also been quarantined. The other
case is a (boarder in the Columbia

Hotel, Charles Mclean, a cigarmaker,
but ne relation to the proprietor, Robt.
McLean. This makes seven cases now
developed. Many have been exposed,
and most rigid measures are now being
taken to suppress the outbreak, which
originated from one centre, the Colum-
bia Hotel, the disease being brought
there by the proprietor’s son, who broke
quarantine at Galt. A special meeting
of the City Council is being held to-
night to purchase the old Col. Gos-
sage residence as an isolation hospital,
the present hospital being crowded to
its utmost capacity, there being only
three bedrooms for patients.

POISONED, BUT HOW ¢

Mrs. Beland’s Suit Against Galt
Brothers Dismissed.

Ottawa, Jan. 24.—A novel action by
Mrs. Beland, milliner and dressmaker, of:
Ottawa, against Galt Brothers, tea pack-
ers, of Toronto, was begun in the As-

size Court before, Mr. Justice Street
yesterday. Plaintiff  alleges  that
on September 30, 1899, her nepnew

bought a package of tea from an aa-
jacent store. The following morning
part of the contents were used to brew
tea, of which plaidtiff, her mother-in-
law, her daughter and infant ‘partook.
All became very sick and suffered from
pains in the stomach and vomiting. Med-
ical aid was summoned, and all tne
sufferers were bromght around. Kxam-
ination of the rest of the paekage of
tea revealed the presence of arsenmc.
Chief Inspector Jobn Murray was sent
to Ottawa to investigate the case, un-
der the belief  thmg there has been a
deliberate attempt on the part of someons
to poison the Belands. No evidence of
bhis could be seoured, and finally tne
present  suit - was | instituted by
the  pleintiffi  against  the  pack-
ers {0 yecover  unstated damages
as compensation for  doctor’s bills
and  p {liul‘ and  mental suffering.
Mr. Taylor MeVeity is counsel for the
ghunmf, whild, Mr. Wallace Nesbitt of
oronto represents Galt Brothers. Judge
Btreet dismissed the action with costs.
Rev. Father Gouvreau, professor of
chemistry at Ottawa University, testi-
fied to examining the package of tea
which was alleged to have caused the
poisoning, and finding in it enough' ar-
senic to kill five-persons. He examined
two other complete packets, and found
not the slightest trace of poisoning, Kvi-
dence was subnijtted for the defendants
showing that, according to the method
of packing, there was mo possibilily of
poison getting into the tea put up by
them. Judge Street regarded it as most
improbable that the poison got into the
package while it was in the possession
either of Galt Bros. or the local vendor.
The probabilities were rather that it was
Placed in%the tea after the package came
into pldintifl’s possession.
(iRt

MIDLAND ELEQTRIC PLANT.

_ of the, Arlitrators Fixing
« V Price Bor the Towx.
mgnd. Jan. 24.—The award of the
| axbitrators in the matter of the ‘town
! taking ‘over the Midland electriq light
!pldnt has been made public. The: com-
| pany had offered t0 seli at $18,000. The
it all' thrée jained in a3

A

sstowy| 10T the compan

Thitrators’ have
finding for $0,020.97, costsof the arbitra-
| fots amotinting to, §1,800, to be paid
equally by the paxfics, anid esch party|

2% | to.pay their own costs of sult, Judge

| MeCriminon . of ‘Whithy | was arbitrator
ny ;5 & K. H. Creswick of

for the town, with Ji »

lof ﬁ:'r'r;f as u:p‘;;‘e. Mug‘ Bennett
%Mytqn acted as counsel for the
| and Messrs. Steers and. ey for
2 llcetric Light Company. , x

|
|
|

8.
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o6~ | Punctuality is one of the character- |
" istics of politenes

NO VOLUNTARY SCHOOLS.

HON. MR. HARCOURT REPLIES
TO ANGLICAN DEPUTATION.

Proposal Opposed by Education As-
sociation—What May be Done
Under Present Regulations.

Al

Toronto, Jan. 24.—The proposi-
tion that voluntary schools
made a part of the public school system of
Ontarfo, which was pressed on the Geyerni
ment yesterday by a deputation from, tha
Anglican Sypod, met..with practically, &
point blank refusal from Hon. Richard
Harcourt, Minlster of Education, who was
deputed to reply on behalf of the Govern-
ment Premier Ross was present durtng
most of the Interview, and those repre-
senting the Synod were Messrs. Iawrel)ce
Baldwin, Canon Weleh, F. E. Hodgins, K.
C., Rev. T. W. Powell, Rev, C. L. Inglls,

Thomas Langton, K.C.,, Rey W. Haoye
Clarke and H. T. Beck
Mr. Baidwin, who opened the discussion,
sald the S8ynod of Toronto, at its last meet-
ing, had approved a proposition for the
affillation of voluntary schools with com-
mon scheols in one Provincial system. He
then read the following, which, he satd,
comprised the reforms which appeared to
be necessary in the public school act to
meet the principles contalved in the report
adopte )y the Synod
JIEO R lom and facility for every chidd
to be taught the rellgion of its parents or
| that which the parents desire it to be
taught (2) Actual average cost of the s¢-
cular education of eyery child n every
publlc elementary school to be defrayed
out of public funds, (3) Voluntary schools
equipped as public schools to be affiliated
and recognized as an integral part of our
public school system. (4) Religious instruc
tlon to be imparted In every publie school
during the first balf-hour of each day, such
religlous instruction to be mnon-denomina
tlonal in all common public schools, and the
managers of voluntary public schools to be
free to provide whatever religlous instruc
tion they may deslire in the schools under
their control, a proper consclence clause
Lo be applicable In all cases.'
Canon Welch referred to the Eoglish edu-
cation act, and polnted especially to the
6,000 siugle school areas where parents who

nare not members of the religious body man
aging the school were compelled to send
thelr children there, and pressed the point
that, though that was a grievance, still it
existed n England. Over here the school
system made no provision for parents who
desired to have their children taught some
definite religious instruction. He also podnt-
ed out that voluntary schools could prac-

tically only be established in the larger
centres of population,
Hon. Mr. Harcourt, to whom the Prem-

fer delegated the duty of replying, said
that he was not convinced by the case pre-
sented, and submdtted that any contem-
plated change must be scanned and dis-
cussed w grave caution. There was a

rovisfon- fn" our regulations, . 100,
ramed dbsignedly to meet the want of re-
liglous instruction, and he claimed that, so
far as the intellect of thé Legislature could
0, they had met that point. The proposal
o make that hour from 9 to 10 in the
morning. instead of after 4. was opposed
by the Ontario Education Assoclation, who
sald It would practically close the schools
till 10 o'clock. A resolution by the college
and high school department the assocla-
tion was read, commending the present
regulations as the best means of securing
religious [nstruction. A resolution Intro-
duced In the trustees’ department favoring
the Bible as a text-book had heen rejected.

Mr. Baldwin—Why not accept voluntary
schools?

Mr Harcourt—-What teaching, then? If
the Anglican teaching, the Methodlsts will
object; if the Methodist tM('.hlnq, the An-
glicans will object. (Chorus of ““No’’ feom
the deputation.) It Is not possible to Te-
gate the \wop]e. In the little place Im
which I'diye ere are seven Or eight
camps. What'would Canon Welch say if,
in carrying out to s logical conclusion the
suggestion made, we had, Instead of one ef-
ficlent school, half a dozen lll-shaped, MI-
equipped schoots? We cannot go one step
without taking all the steps,

In concluding the interview, Mr. Hareourt
thought the hour for weekly rellﬁ;\m in-
strostion might be changed to
o'clock, and expressed the view that the
clergymen could do more In that direction
than zhOf are now ddr:f.

Mr. Baldwin, in a brief réply; pressed for
the appoltment of a commission to in-
quire. into the subject of religious instrue-
tlon in schools, 8o that the views ef par-
euts could be obtadned.

4 rmrmereee—— *
PANAMA CANAL TREAY.

Agreement Between Colombia and
United Btates.

Washington, Jan, 24.—The treaty be-
tween the United States and the Govern-
ment of Oolombia, which was signed
Thursday by Secretary Hay and Dr.
Herran, as the representatives of the
two countries, was transmitted to the
Senate and by the BSenate refer-
red to the Committee on Koreign Rela-
tions. =~ By the terms of the treaty the
United States agrees to make a cash
United Btates agrees to makea cash pay-
ment of $10,000,000 in gold to the Colom-
bian Govermment, and, after the expira-
tion of nine years, to pay a rental of
$250,000 per year. ' The lease of the
strip of land to be used for the canal
and for canal purposes is practically
made perpetudl, tie provision on tnis
point being that the first lease shall be
for one hundred more years and renew-
ahle thereafter in terms of one hundred
years at the pleasure of the United
States. The strip is to be ten kilo-
metres, or about six miles, in width, and

over this territqfr'x;lthe United States

is given police and’ sanitary jurisdie- |

tion, although it is explicitly specified
that Colom‘?:gm_dqeo not. surrender sover-
eignty over it.  TheUmted States is to
haye the privilege of free importation

of yessels; and .matenial to be. used in |}

the constructionof. .the capal. - Itis

also given the right to improve, use sud-

protect harbors ai*both the Atlantic
and Peeific tnds' or'fhd “ennal,” Th
grant. s’ made’ ‘exelusi

be charged, in addition to' ‘the gross
sums; of $10,000,000 eash -and’ $250,000
jannually. The Committee on Foreign
{Relations will; meet to-morrow to consid-

o, the freaty.
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France and Spain.
Madrid, Jan. 23, —Premier Silvela

I g b Volw‘tnh:s
yester

'dor, 8
She ties

 Mount contendedsyithi

be, %esterday befora vHis Honor Judge
ell, who gave t in favor of

ore . 4

el
Y “to the' United
States, and)nb taxes. or renthls 'ate’ to’
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MOUNT VS.BLAKE
This was an action under the Land-
lord and Tenants Act. The question
to be determinedilby the Court was
whether the tenant Blake was a year=
ly or a monthly temant of the pro-
perty on Thamesi/street, Chatham,
known as The Chathem Pump and
Wind-mill Factory.® The tenant
Blake contended thathe was a yearly
tenant, and entitl to retain pos-
session until next July. The landlord
Blake was
merely a monthly/temant, and that the
tenancy had been y détermined by
notice to quit. The txial took place

the landlord, 3 L. Mount, with
costs. J. B. O‘Hy;g'lor landlord, S.
B. Arnold for temamt. = '

: 4. £

AFRAID OF WINNIPEG.

Manufacturers Believe No Hotel Ac-

commodation For a Convention.
Toronto

Jan. 24—The City of
Winnipeg  will  probably ' lose this
year's  convention of '‘the Cana-
dian Manufacturers’ Assogiation becauss
of lack of hotet accommodation. Sinca
the destruction of the Manitoba by fira

the members of the association have felt

that the different hotels of  the city
would be unable to meet the demands
of 80 large a convention as this yvear’s
gathering is expected to be. The hotels
of Halifax were utterly unable to pro-

vide prspmly for all of those who wera
present at last year’s meeting of the

association, and the Reception and Mem-
bership Committee of the association,
which met yesterday, are evidently de-
termined not to encounter the same diffi-
culties agnin.

It was decided at yesterdav’s meet-

ing, however, that in the event of the
meeting being held in the east a trip
through %o the coast would be arranged,
and it is expected that a large number
of members will take part in it

The committee also made arrange-
ments for the banquet to be held in

Brantford under the auspices of the as-
sociation on February 19th,
! _rm——m——

OVER 500 STUDENTS.

Agricultural College Has Record At-

tendance.

Toronto, Jan. 24.—President Mills
.of the Agricultural College,
Guelph, was in the ity yeoster-
day conferring with Hon.John Dryden re-
specting the estimates for that insti-
tution. He reports that during the
present month there have been no less

‘than 554 students on the roll, divided

as: follows among the differemnt courses:
Regular students, 210; short course in

poultry-raising, 14; short course in
atock judging, 220; dairy sehool, 50;
special weekly lectures om domestic
sbience, 00 lacjes,

s ————
Ganadian Pressmen’s Bangquet.
Toronto, Jan. 24.—Arrangements
fiive been made  for the annu-
al banquet which will be held in

connection with the annual meeting of
the Canadian Press Association on the
evening of Thursday, February 5. Hon,
Geo, W. Ross, Messrs. J. P. Whitney,
Joseph Downey, M.P.P., A. B. Ayles-
worth, A. E. Ames, John Lewis, Jnh§1 R.
Robinson and W. K. McNaught will be
among the speakers.

v T e - e s~

@erthquakes in Southern Btates.

. umbia, S.C., Jem. 23.——A decided
eatthquake shock ‘was felt in this city
and suburbs at 8.16 to-might.
Savanah, Ga., Jan. 23.—Two distinet
and almost immediately successive
ghocks of earthquake were felt here to-
night at 8.15 o’clock. Repog#s from Ty-
beishldand are that hougs were very
perceptibly shaken. = :

S

‘W. H. Anderson, formerly with the
C. P. R. at Woodstock and later with
the Lake Erie at Walkerville, has
been offered and accepted a position
with the Pere Marquette R. R. at
Buffalo. Mr. Anderson is a son of
James Anderson, superintendent of
‘the Chatham Manufacturing Co.

Ubbers




