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In writing his biography, it will be my duty, as far

as convenient, to allow him to tell his own tale ; and

where opinions must be expressed, it will be my aim

to make them judicial and just, though I may not con-

ceive that he was always right, either in act or opin-

ion. In this spirit and with these feelings, I begin

this tale of shipwrecked hopes and overwhelming dis-

appointments.

Under the head " Mackenzie,"* I find among Mr.

Mackenzie's papers several slips of memoranda, going

over a long story of pedigrees. On reading them my
curiosity was excited to see whether he was going to

give point to the recital by tracing his own descent

from some of the ennobled members of his family

name; but the conclusion somewhat brusquely ex-

cluded any claim of this kind. According to what

was long the orthodox method of writing history, he

derived the Mackenzies from Noah ; but with this dif-

ference, that, instead of pretending to complete the

chain, he made a safe assumption of the fact.

Mr. Mackenzie's parents were married at Dundee

on the 8th of May, 1794, by the Rev. Mr. Macewen.f
* "This ancient family," writes Mr. Mackenzie, "traces its descent from the

House of Gerald, Ireland, (whence sprung some of the noble families of Lein-

ster, Desmond, etc.,) a member of which and his followers settled in Scotland

about 1261, and was created Baron of Kintail. His name was Carlinus Fitz-

gerald, First Baron of Kintail. He married a daughter of Walter, High Stew-

ard of Scotland ; was succeeded by his son Kenneth; who again was succeeded

by a son of the same name. Third Baron of Kintail, called in Gaelic, Ken-

neth Mackenneth, which in English was pronounced Mackenzie Mackainzie;

and hence (says Burke's peerage) arose all the families of Mackenzie, in Scot-

land."

f The following entry is copied from an old tVimily Bible

:

Daniel Mackenzie and Elizabeth Mackenzie, both natives of Kirkmichael,

Perthshire, Scotland, were married at Dundee, by the Itev. Mr. Macewcn, on

the 8th of May, 1794.


