3rooding Season is Hard T

il 1l is Mortality of Littieth
__Varied Rations Essential
can't Be Corrected.

(Prof. F. H. Stoneburn, in' N. Y. Sun).jor more than. th

lonz been recognized that the if‘Y -nothing
; { “ | labor - involv
st leak in the poultry Dusiness i8] " Of course
y mortality among ithe little WM chick
The brooding Season is' really get :
i ecte ; i . most tiying and exacting Dart of ‘the c i
mlis, work. Moréover, it 18 the time ,?,;": fo
in large measure determines the ator w
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nt matter of profit orloss.: Miss min o

s made then cannot be entirely cors
later, so as & matter of
policy the chiek grower should:
11 measures which will insure the
of this critical portion of his
work.
We have previously diseussed the ne-
isity of using chicks of good quality
giving them comfort and protection.
emaining factor is the food supply
t is a most important one, i
nateur offen wonders why S0
much stress is laid upon this subject: He
probably - recalls seeing 'nice flocks of
chicks reared on géneral farms where the:
staple feed” waks Ty ‘eo eal® P
ened with water on skin ‘milk,
inclined*to thinlk that there is no neces<
sity for adopting more complicated
methods of feeding:
Conditions  alWways

and garden, ‘barnyard and orchard«
‘nder such conditions kindly naturesups=
plies most of the things they need. Bu
when many chieks are placed togethe
or are confined in limited space the
poultryman mmust furnish the essentials,
he denies the youngsters the pri-
of finding them for themselves.
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In chick feeding the points to be con-
sidered are the composition of the rasi

tion, its ‘quality’ and mechanical condi-
tion and how it is supplied:
As a general proposition
stated that chicks require a varied ration
and one which: is ‘well balanced.,
latter term:.should not:eause confusio
It is not necessary to know the chemical
composition of the varions ingredi s of
the ration. nor just the relative propor-
tion of carhohydrates and protein
der to feed successfully. What is '
ed is a realization of -the fact
growing chick requires T
mineral matter and animal
exact relative proportion of i
important than the fact that all -
must be given in some form if the very
best results are demanded. G
Among the grains, comn, wheat and|
oats are most used. Barley, K
buckwheat, peas and millet seed
valuable. Of course such cereal by-pro-
ducts as bran, middling and gluten meal
are also needed. = = ! ; ]
The green food may consist of sprout-
ed oats or wheat, lettuce, kale, chard,
clover, lawh grass or even small weeds
from the garden. In the Sprin| '
at liberty will usually find all
material which they _requirc.

them 'in smaall yards green

be regularly supplied. In. this

tion it may well be pointediont ong,;
ftouglr ‘grasg - in- yands-or: the' range,

fine paultryen
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tice of giving thei
1o large quantities
fore fi :
this s
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\does not furnish the kind of green food |

twhieh! little chicks can use. - Many pouls

trymen observe that the yards .are .w,el.l y

grassed oversand so jump at the don=
clusion that the chicks are getting en-
ough ‘green stuff, when as a matter of
fact they are not.

Possibly no part of the ration is so
often neglected as the mineral element.
All greens contain a certain amount of
ash, or mineral, matter, but this is not
sufiicient to meet the needs of chicks
which are rapidly building Strong bornes.
Tack of this important material always
redults in slower growth or uneven de-
welppment., ;

Chicks require sharp grit to aid diges-
tion. In this group we might also place
the charcoal, which helps ta keep the
digialﬂve apparatus in a sweet, healthy
con ;

feeds given there js but one safe rule:
Use nothing but the best quality, sweet,

tion. i ;
Regarding the guality ,of the various}

animal food. T

The writer prefers to -
fish scri.p"wph' e
small amount

clean, sound, free from mold and evi-|

dence of heating. 1t costs but little to
feed thé tiny chicks for the first few
weeks—the eritical period--on high priced
] and it never pays to use in-
{erior feed during this time merely to
lgave a few cents on the feed bill,
Mechanically, the  various materials
| ghould be in such condition that the little
fellows can eat them readily. ' Grains|
ghould be finely cracked and ground ma-’
terials made excedingly fine.  Power
driven machinery will do this work more
cheaply than a chick’s gizzarpd. .= = . ¢
When it comes to the quéstion of quan~.
tity the safe rule is to give the chicks
all the feed they can use to adv:
The smount varies according to age

well where free e s

start, but whmm a‘:: :
brooders and small yards theve s
be danger of having them “break
ander such a feeding . system;
usually mmke a vigorous - start,
trouble dévelops: later. :

- Green food may safely be gi g
the start, but the usual practice is to
this sparingly at first.  Growing green
stuff’in the yards or'on the range is all
tight, or chopped material may be

development, but rapid growih can only

be secured by liberal feeding.
At first the old plan of “little ana

often” is a sound one to foHow: The.
writer has seldom had ;

keeping food constantly before the chicks | the : ' enow s
odér| the liberty of the pm‘,timk-

while the latter were confined in b

ward
well pﬂx:kléﬁuﬁm

t sprouted grain. will have formed,

ey get out on the range they may

itted to help themselves at with

as the constant exercise willl ward Off
end danger of overfeeding. = y

In many instances the attendant finds

ible to feed his baby chicks at

nt intervals,  This is especinily

in the case of “side line? ‘poultry=

» who are kept away from the plant

entire day by ether busifiess: ‘Such:

grain outlet go that the chicks
ept constantly busy-securing the
of grain they require. Or the

‘supplies the very best green. food,
which ‘the youngsters may help
selves, and also furnishes a moist

in which they may scratch to the benefit

of éeet md;hunk}s'. g s
racked bone or bonemeal are es

tial. * The . former may be mapess%;ﬂ

hoppers, the latter mixed in the mash.|

ways needed. ; shop
* There is no single article of food for
growing chicks ‘which is more ‘valuable

Of course chick grit and charcoal ave al-

p litter method of feeding meay be fol- | drine

Under this plan a co 3
amount of feed is blu'iefii-mil:“!ﬁ“‘y
s of fine litter, 'The feed is always

able to any chick that will dig for
. again, the: exercise ‘offsets the
5 previously intimated it is sound
> to furnish = pertion of = the
in the form ofa ground mix-

r mash, :There geems to be a well
inion that more rapid growth
secured ‘by feeding this mixture
noist condition, but the majority ef
rymen: seem :to prefer to ‘use dey
ince thisis at once safer and more
t.. An inexperienced feeder can

kly caube @ burch of chicks to

n under heavy feedifig of wet

e same ‘is true 'of dry mash

the danger is not nearly 8o

are many compléete chick' feeds

on the market, and sometimes
tion is agked whether it is ‘best
ase such feeds or make the mix~

1icine. The writer prefers. the
blan, because under. average ton-
the home mixture costs as muech

‘the chicks busy, indu
throwing the cracked g :
ter. “Avoid mouldy or musty
ply ‘sour milk, Give fresh'
abundance. ' Keep everything
To poultrymen who wish
thieir own chick feeds the. follo
tures may  be, recommended.
are. given by weight:
Cracked wheat ...l
oatmeal .. iiiiis
Fine ked corn
Fine crdcked ‘oat

Cornimeal . s s Vass
‘Wheat middlings . ..:
Fine .ground oats
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