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ST. JOHN'S FINANCIAL POSITION.

No city in Canada is in a better position financially
than St. John. It is a matter of common complaint that
taxation in this city is unusually high as cempared with
other cities, but as a matter of fact this is not the case.
There are no special assessments or general improvement
taxes in St. John, with ove exception, while in many other
cities and towns in Canada, as well as the United States,
the taxation for benefits received or for local improve-
ment is sometimes equal to fifty per cent. of the general
rate.

Some years
sidewalks, but t
John and Periland were united.
tax levied in St. John now is for the Germain street pave-
ment, the prope owners having agreed to pay a portion
of the cost of paving and other improvements made on
ihat street two years ago. There .s also a sewerage en-
trance fee levied. Outside of these St. John has no
ppecial levies unless the licenses collected for certain

go a special tax was levied for asphalt
his was abandoned when'the cities of St.
The only improvement

purposes may be construed as special taxation.

In 1911 the total amount collected for licenses was
$7,281.82. The sewerage entrance fees amounted to $900,
while the cost of maintaining this department was nearly
$17,000, charged up in the general assessment. It is the
fact that there is but one tax levy in St. John that makes
taxation appear to be large,

According to the report of the Chamberlain the city
owns real estate to the value of $3,088,518.76, a large pro-
portion of which is revenue producing. The plant of the
water dep~rtment, which includes the main and distribut-
ing system throughout the city, Is valued at $2,112,732,
while the sewerage is placed among the assets at $576,-

The revenue producing assets of the city are the harbor
which had a net revenue of over $70,710.19, the lands on
the East and West sides and in Lancaster, which pro-
duced about $18,000, and the market which had a revenue
last year of something over $3,000.

The debt is now less than
there is a sinking fund of $883,972.

. Between 1912 and
this indebtedness falls

1915 inclusive, over $600,000 of

due, about half of it will be provided for by the sinking
fund and the other half will have to be met by a re-issue
of debent S.

What known as the fire debt, largely falls due in
1917 and 1918. This amounts to about $500,000 and will
be met almost wholly out of the sinking fund. With
anything like decent management St. John will be in a
very enviable position before the close of the next decade

Of course, many public works have been neglected, such
as the paving of sireets, but expenditures for them will
not equal the rapid decline in the debt during the next
few years.

The new comu

ion will take over the affairs of the
city when they flourishing and healthy con;
dition. They will, also, come into office at the beginning
of a real estate boom, the like of which has never been
experienced by any city or town in Eastern Canada for a
generation or two back. After a long struggle St, John
has at last received recognition as the winter port of
Canada. Already the Dominion Government has expend-
ed a considerable sum in harbor construction at this port
and it is the firm belief that the expenditures so far made
are but a beginning in this direction. The people were
never in such an optimistic frame of mind as they are at
the present time, nor have they been so prosperous at any
time since the great fire.

A new generation has grown up since 1877 which
knows little of the prosperity of St. John during the days
of wooden ship building, and who have been compelled by
circumstances to seek a livelihood in other directions.
‘While St. John can not be regarded as yet as a manu-
facturing centre, we possess some very considerable man-
ufacturing establishments which are extending the mar-
ket for their goods over the whole of Canada. No mer-
shants are more progressive in their own field than theose
of St. John and every year its trade is expanding into new
territory and its volume increasing. The clearing house
returns of the banks show large increases every year,
In 1908 the total clearings amounted to $66,425,636, and in
1910 to $77,843,546. This is a very good showing for a
city the size of St. John.

The winter port trade has grown enormously, the
coasting trade is increasing, and the railway traffic has
expanded far beyond anything hoped for by the early pro-
moters of railways in this Province.

The growth of St. John has been slow in beginning
but the general feeling everywhere is that we have only
been preparing for a grefit development of our trade and a
rapid increase in population. But whatever the future

% + may have in store for St. John its financial position in
1911 is as sound as any city in Canada, in a better position
than the majority of cities, and with the brightest hopes
for the future.

a most

STEAM TRAWLING.

‘The fisheries, both on the Atlaiitic and the Pacific were
the subject of a long and Interesting discussion in the
House of Commons on Monday. In the course of the
debate steam trawling and its effect on the fisheries was
dealt with by Mr, Hazen in a comprehensive statement
R forth and 1 in the exp of
Bis department. Steam trawling and its effect on the
fisheries has long been a debatable subject. It is pro-
hibited in Canadian waters within the three mile limit,
outside that limit it becomes a matter for Interna-
consideration. It is a firmly established institu-
hummmmvmmmum“
and Mr. mmhcnotwaommwwm
who hibi

 the statement prepared by the Minister of Marine
» mmummmmu

609. The total value of the assets of the city is $7,121, 4
074.52, while the liabilities amount to §5,046,404.69. This
shows an excess of assets over liabilities of $2,074,669.83.

5,000,000, against which |’

Mthowatundmuﬁ
mmmwllnurunyhum
jareas. g

With regard to (e) ndounumumm
able fish. There are here and there around the coast,

8.001,reas which might be called ‘nurseries’ to which young

fish resort in large numbers, and steam trawling at such

" |places would doubtless result in the capture of great

quantities of immature fish; but as it is marketable fish
that are being sought, these areas would be avolded by the
trawling skippers when once located.

. Mr, Hazen's report proceeds:

“While steam trawling tends to revolutionize ﬂnhlng,
“and to replace existing methods, an unbiased examina-
*“ tion of its results does not seem to leave room for much
*fear that it will result in depletion of the fisheries. In
“the North Sea, for instance, over 2,000 such vessels op-
“erate from Great Britain’s ports alone, and not for seven
“or eight months in the year, but for the whole twelve.
“ This has been going on for years; but there i8 no evi-
“ dence of depletion of the yield. On the contrary, an
“ever increasing quantity is being taken.”

Dealing with an important point, the effect on the
price of fish, Mr, anen finds no ev ldence that it has been
lowered. It says
It is not a fact ﬂm the use of the steam trawlers—2 in
“ number--that have been operating in Canada for the
“ past few years, has lowered the price of fish to the fish-
“ ermen, or has in any way interfered with their markets.
* Indeed, the opposite is the case. Prices have been bet-
“ter, and the work of the trawlers has enabled the sup-
“ plyix ‘he markets, when the inshore boats could not
“ get out.
“It is realized, however, that if many steam trawlers
“ are shortly placed in commission on the Canadian coasts,
*“the hand trawl and long line fishermen will find it hard
*to compete, and anything that the government can do to
“ protect them, it is anxious to do. It must not be for-
“ gotten, however, that there are great obstacles in the
“way of an international agreement for the-abolition of
“trawling, or even preventing their use in extensive areas.
* Steam trawling has already been firmly established in
“ the United States. Six such vessels are now operating
“ continuously from Boston, and some four or six more are
“ being built for work from that port. Every year vary-
“ing numbers of steam trawlers come over from France—
“last year nine—and operate from St. Plerre as a base.
“ Bince the abolition of the treaty rights of France on the
“coats of Newfoundland, French vessels have no reli
“able source of bait, and if trawling were given up that
“ country would largely have to go out of fishing on this
side of the Atlantic,

“Again, it cannot be said with assurance that trawling
** is unduly destructive. Ever since 1904, the Internation-
*“ al Council for the Exploration of the Sea, which is made
“up of some of the best scientific authorities of Great
* Britain, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Russia,
* Norway and Sweden, has been investigating the matter:
“but has been unable to agree to advise against such
“ method if fishing. It will, therefore, be seen that it is
“impossible to turn to any government which has taken
* action to prevent such trawling except in limited inshore
" areas, and Canada has gone farther than any other, by
** prohibiting trawling in all its territorial waters.”

The difficulty which would confront Canada, should
there be any general desire to extend the prohibition of
steam trawling, is, as Mr. Hazen pointed out, that the
Dominion would stand practically alone in any attempt to
(8ecure an International arrangement by which trawling
could be prevented outside the three-mile limit. Nego-
tiations to that end in the past have not been successful.
He gave the House the assurance that if possible a further
conference would be held, but he was not hopeful for any
definite resuits, In the meantime it is satisfactory to
know from the statement the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries submitted to Parliament, that the fishermen are
beiug protected as far as possible and that this great in-
dustry is not suffering at the hands of steam trawlers any
serious depredation.

The arbitration of the North Atlantic Fisheries case
has cost the country $200,000. The annual report of the
Auditor General furnishes some interesting facts, Among
the items in the account for the tribunal are the fees for
the non-national arbitrators, which totalled: $31,361.67, and
the national arbitrators, Judge Gray for the United States
and Sir Charles Fitzpatrick for Canada, $18,500. Mr. J. S.
Ewart, K. C., was paid $10,000 as counsel fee, and the re-
port states that this is only in partial settlement. G. F.
Shepley, Toronto, was paid $19,886.67, and W. N. Tilley,
Toronto, $19,473.33 as counsel. Right Hon. Sir Robert
Findlay cost the country $47,758.06 in fees, and Sir Eble
Richards, London, $20,215.41. Sir Allan Aylesworth’s
travelling expenses amounted to $4,022.58, Other items
include expenses for shorthand reporters and minor coun-
sel fees and travelling expenses, )

———————

Hereafter all ions to be 1 d in The
Standard must bear the name of the author for publica-
tion. .

Current Comment

(Boston Transcript.)

In these days of soaring prices it is gratifying to find
even a single article in which there is a reduction, We
are likely to have considerable sloppy weather before the
green leaves come again, and the announcement by the
United States Rubber Company that the price of rubber
footwear is to be lowered about ten per cent. is most wel-
come. The lower price of the raw material is given as
the reason for this, and rubber tires as well as overshoes
should feel the benefit of it.

(Victoria Colonist.)
The ion of the Govi to call in the $4 notes
and issue $5 motes in their place is a good one. It has
led to the suggestion that mew and smaller cents ought

in the cent, but we know enough about it to believe that
its value is not commensurate with its weight. On the
other hand the silver §-cent plece is too little. The chief
lobjection to our gold coinage is that it is too scarce.

(Ottawa Journal.)
Mam‘tmapooﬂovhovodduhm to
stop a Sunday band y d the
mmmwmmwmmm
to do 0. A more harmless and more entertaining man-
ner of making the parks attractive Sunday afternoons in
sugmer ean hardly be imagined.

to be coined. Out here we have only a platonic interest|

Note—Feb. 7. marks the centennial
of Dickens' birth, and the beginning
of the memorial celebnuon in his
honor in the United States and Eng-
land. Stephen Fiske, writer, editor
and dramatic critic, is the sole sur-
vivor of the Dickens coterle and his
personal reminiscences of Dickens
:lorlxstltute the main portion of this ar-
cle.

(Charles Dickens at Home. By Stephen
Fiske.)

Dickens was very happy at Gad's
Hill. When a boy, tramping with his
father from London to Rochester, he

gel

plications, It will also almost tmmedl-
ately stop falling r and it has in
numerous cases uced a new hair-
growth after years of baldness. This
prescrlnt.lon can be made up nt home,
or any druggist will put it up for you:
6 ounces Bay Rum, 2 ounces Lavona de
half d Menthol
Crysull. Mix u:orouxhly. and after
standing half an hour it is ready for
use, Apply night and morning, rub-
bing into the scalp with the finger-tips.
If you wish it perfumed, add half a tea-
spoonful of To-Kalon Perfume, which
unites perfectly with the other ingredi-
ents. While this preparation is not a
dye, it is unequalled for restoring gray

hair to its original color.
Caution: Do not apply where hair is

had stopped before the pretty house
and exclaimed, “There I shall live
when I get to be a man " The fulfil-
ment of this prophesy seemed to Dic.
kens like the happy ending to one of
his own fairy tales, Besides, the place
was holy ground to him, for it had
been trodden by the feet of Shakes-
peare, was a resort of Falstaff, Poins,
Peto, Pistol and Bardolph. In the hall
a painted panel read, “This is Gad-
shill, of which Sir John Falstaff said
-——" and the quotation from Henry
the Fourth follows,

There was only one other residence
in all England that Dickens preferred
to Gad’s Hill. His favorite walk was
to Rochester, and he would stand for
Lours, viewing the ruined castle; re-
building and repairing it, repeopling
it with Kngs and queens, lords and
ladies who had lived within its mas-
sive walls; One day he said:

“If I could only have this old castle
to live in I would refit part of it at
my own expense and Keep it open to
the public on certain days or hours.
It would not cost so very much. I
have made the calculations, But this
is one of my dreams that will never
ccme true!”

While Dickens was lecturing in
America I obtained an interview with
another great novelist, Disraeli, then
Premier of Great Britain, and told
him this story. He replied promptly
and emphatically, “There is nothing
in the kingdom that Mr. Dickens can-
not have if he wants it. Tell him to
forward a formal request to be ap»
.unted [ dian. of Roch

'astle, and he shall receive his com-
1ni>sion from Her Gracious Majesty,
who will be as pleased as I am to
accede to his wishes.”

Thus, within a year, the dream of
Rochester Castle would have been re-
alized had not Dickens died untimely.

Gad’s Hill is a small stone parson-
age, sweet with flowers. To the left
of the central hall—which was hung
with scenes painted by Stansfield for
amateur performances—were the re-
ception and dining rooms, On the
right were the library and billiard
room. On a side door was the notice,
“This leads to the kitchen; please
keep clesed.”

Placards, labels and signs were pe-
culiarities of the house. In the sleep-
ing rooms were benches lettered in
black, “For trunk,” “For portman-
teau." Dickens laughed a8 he explain-

ad, “Yes; everything that can be label-
ed, is labeled. Iusedtobeihe most
careless of men and had to cure myself
as my work increased. Now 1am a mar
tinet. Breakfast at 9 sharp; dinner
at 7 sharp. Otherwise this is Liberty
Hall!”

The room best known to the public
is the library, because of the picture
by Luke Fildes, called *“The Vacant
Chair,” wxich has brought tears to
many eyes. But, so far as Dickens
was concerned, that chair had always
been vacant, It was for the accom-
modation of guests. He mever used
it, except to write the most casual
notes. “How could I write works in
a library,” he exclaimed, “with all
those volumes glaring at me and mut-
tering, ‘What! Another?

The books on the lowest shelf of
the library were dummies, with titles
gelected by such London humorists
as Albert Smith, Mark Lemon Ed-
mund Yates and Andrew Halliday.
“Lives of the Poets” was so thin that
there was scarcel_v room for the title
on the back. “Five Minutes in India,
by an Ensllshmn was in five portly
volumes. “Eggs on Bacon” carica-
tured “Coke on Littleton.” Dickens
recalled the ‘authors of all the dum-
mies and would roli on the floor with
glee as he told about them.

His important writing was done in
a large bedroom upstairs or ln a cha-
let on the opposite side of the road,
connected with Gad's Hill by a tumn-
nel cut through the chalk soil, so that
Ditkenn might pass to and fro with
ou ring the of ad-
mlnrl who swwed before his house

not desired and be sure to avold tonics
Int : wood "alcohol

dally to catch a glimpse of their idol.

The chalet was presented to him by
Charles Fechter, the famous French
actor, who saw it at the Paris Expo-
sition. It arrived at Gad’s Hall in sec-
tions, carefully numbered and boxed.
Dickeéns had the boxes strewn care-
lessly over the lawn, and, when Fech-
ter arrived, asked him anxiously “Why
have you sent me this lumber?” “Ciel!”
cried Fechter, “but I have been swind-
led! They told me they would send
you a Swiss chalet to write in!”

The world knows Dickens as a writ-
er; but as an oral story-teller he was
even more marvelous. He told stories
almost as constantly as Lincoln or
Scheherezade, but they had a myster-
fous peculiarity. Remember them—re-
peat them word for word—and they
bhad lost their magic. For example,
when we were a small family party at
Gad’s Hill, we would coax Dickens to
tell us the story of the “Woman with
the Red Shawl.” He had dreamed of
a woman who wore a red shawl and at
night, going home after his lecture, he
had met the identical woman, wearing
the same red shawl as in his dream,
There was nothing very remarkable in
such an incident; but, as Dickens told
it, the story lmerested

. It 8o, you can keep that keen,
.. Bharp edge on your blades-—so ne-
\ Cessary to a clean, satisfactory
| shave, besides saving expense in
S blades by using the
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and
thrilled us, though we had heard it
over and over again,

He talked with such a quaint pre-
cision, such an undertone of fun, wit
and satire, -that it seemed as if he
might have saved himself many weary
hours by dictating his novels to a sten-
ographer.

Across the road, but within the
manor of Gad's Hill and u.nder '.h
Jwiisdiction of Dick
and as Justice of the Peace, was n
country tavern, originally called “The
Jolly Plow Boy,” but rechristened
“Sir John Falstaff’s Inn” One night
there was a disturbance in the tav-
ern and we went over in a body, Die-
kens leading, to investigate it. Among
a party of rough fellows was a man
with blood streaming down his face,
and he said that the landlord had
struck him with a pewter pot.

“pid you strike this man?” asked
Dickens sternly.

“Vell, sir,” replied the landlord,
“yether Hi 'it that mon on the 'ed
vith a pewter pot hit his not for the
likes of me to say, sir; but the him-
pression on my mind his that Hi did
not.”

“Well, sir,” retorted Dickens ju-
diclally, “whether you hit that mamn
on the head with a pewtem pot it is
not for me to say; but the impres-
sion on his head is that you dia!”

Dickens left no memoranda from
which the plot of his uncompleted
novel “The Mystery of Edwin Drood”
could be discovered. But, before writ-
ing this novel he told me of a plot
which he was considering. Pointing
to a building on the bank of the
Thames, he said: “That is our Poor
House. A well-to-do ovérseer put his
father into that house under an assum-
ed name. The old man revealed his
identity to the Board of M 8,

D. K. McLAREN, Limited
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and they sent him back to his son,
whom they threatened to prosecute
for fraud. Angry, mean and alarm-
ed, the overseer put the father into
a buggy and drove into the river,
here at this spot, His intention evi-
dently was to drown his father and
pretend there had been an accident.
But the father clung to Kim and both
were drowned. The overseer had tak-
en out insurance policies upon his life
and that of his father, and distant |t
relatives applied for the money. The
insurance company refused to pay.
Litigation ensued, and the court decid-
ed that the pollecy upon the father was

murdered, but the policy upon the son
must be paid, because had not in-
ded t icide. There are

hundreds of such ready-made plots in
British jurisprudence.”

PEOPLE MARCONED
O HOLLAND ISLAND

“Investigation proves conclusively”
the message declared, “that no
; iately.

void, because he had been deliberately | fhe. e
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