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school.« I'd rather not be educated than be compelled to

look at that picture,”
In all probability the boy had written home, stating that

he expected to leave college that day, for at this juncture
the mother appeared

Mother-fashion she drew him ‘into her arms, and said,
“Davy, my boy, would you break prammy’s heart? Stay!

Mammy will work for her baby, and will never stop until
you say, ‘Mammy, hear is my ‘ploma 2
’ A friend called to see the parents of Dave at their hnmble
mountain home. It was the month of July, and the motl
was cooking at thelfireplace

“Mrs. Green, you ought to have a cooking-stove,” was the
comment of the visitor

I had one, but 1 put it in Davy's head,” was the only
reply

I'hat mother-had sold the stove in order to keep her hoy
at school. She cannot read, but $he was determined that
her boy should have an education. - At his gradoation, she
was happier than a queen, for she saw her boy receive his

diploma, and also carry off second honors in his cla
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Luck Versus Labor.
“George is always luccy. 'Course he'd win the prize)”

omplained Jim
“I imagine it was something else besides luck that made

him win,” said Aunt Louise, one of the summer boarders at

Jim's house. The boy that Jim was envying had won the
prize in the rowing contest on the lake the day before. One
of the summer visitors, a young man who had come to thi
summer resort for his college vacation rest, had offered a
half-eagle to the best boatman; and George had won 1t.
went

“George is always just that way, just as lucky,” on

Jim grumbling. ‘“Just look at that new bike he’s got, a
regular beauty; and of course he got the paper-route I want
ed, 'cause he'd a bike and I haven't. So, of course, 1 can't
get around the place fast enough.”

“Is that the wheel that was offered at such a bargain a
fortnight ago ?"" asked Aunt Louise

Jim nodded disconsolately.

“Pa said he was too hard up to let me have anything to-
ward it, and I've only got five dollars to my name.”

“How did George inanage to raise the amount ?" queried

Aunt Louise. “His father is lame and helpless, you know;
and I've heard that George had to help the family, as’ the
pension was not enough to support them all.”

“Oh, George sells water-lilies every day at the g.40 and
the 1.30 trains, and the folks buy every lily he. takes down
to the station. I 'spose it's so hot they look nice and cool
He fixes 'em up in a big basket of wet moss, to keep e
fresh, you know. He can't get enough to supply ‘em all, he

says, anyhow,”

“Seems to me,” mused Aunt Louise, “that George works
for what he gets. He gets practice in rowing, going for his
lilies. He won his bicycles and the paper-route by gather
ing and selling the water-lilies. Why don’t you go into the
lily business with George? You say the supply is not equal
to the demand ?”

“Me 2" queried the surprised Jim. “Why, Aunt
I've got all I can do, anyhow; and' this is vaca

It

Louise,
the idea !

tion. By ‘n’ by I'll have to go back to school

got
lilies to sell, I'd have to get up 'bout three or four o'clock
mornings, same's George does, tor go for ‘é.  That's too

much of a good thing, I tell you!”

“Was it luck or labor that gave Watt his engine, Fulton
his steamboat, Morse his telegraph, Goodyear his rubber,
Bell his telephone, Edison his phonograph—or George his
prize and his wheel I asked Aunt Louise, significantly. But
I'm sorry to say that Jim still complains of George's “luck.”

Exchange.

Strategy.

“Strategy, my boy ! Strategy did it,” an old Welsh post
boy might have replied, when asked how he outwitted the
highwayman, Mr. Baines tell the story in his volume, “On
the Track of the Mail Coach.”

The old postboy, while crossing with the mails a lonely
spot in Glamorganshire, was halted by a highwayman, who,
presenting two pistols at him, -demanded the mails and
bullion

“Ton't shoot me, and [ will giff all 1 haf got,” said the
postboy, preparing to hand over the \»‘JK‘ “Put 1 wiss you
would fire a bullet through my hat to help me satisfy my
master that [ half been robbed.”

Bang ! through the hat went the bullet, and the postboy
exclaimed:-

“Theer,’’ holding out the hat at arm’s length, “that will
do; 1 will make pelief that the pullet went almost through

my head. Now do you mind firing another through the

preast of my coat ?” and he‘held his coat open,

I'he thief firetl again. “That iss very goot,” said the post-
boy: “they will be satisfied that [ had a very narrow escape
from a pullet through my heart.”

But as the robber was walking away with the bags, the
{rosthoy, seizing him by the collar, presented his own load-

1 pistol point: blank, saying:—
“(3iff me pack my mails, you rascal, and your empty pis-

tols, or 1 will plow your prains out!"
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