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Simming Up All Things in Christ,
BY REV. RUPERT 0SG00D MORSK, M. A,
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MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

the light of that face lighted for Gty years with the
light from heaven to tell i that her life had its source

 whence his i ywsd. Whatever accidents may divide our

lives we are one in Christ,

Thirdly, we are rqually sure that there v nothing pro
vislonal nor transient about this arrangement. Without
him we can do nothing here. Without him we can do
nothing hereafter, Whatever helghts we may attain in
the hereafter will all be through and in Christ  For the
whole church we can hope for vothing grander than
perfect unlon with Christ. When orgsnized into this
perfect and lmmortal snity then shall the words of
€hrist be accomolished: —'The glory which thou hest
glven me, I have given them, that they may be
one even as we are one; I in them aud thou in
me, that they nuj be perfected into one
D I will that where I am they also may be with
me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast
given me, for thon lovedst me before the foundation of
the world.”

So far then as the Christian church is concerned it is
clear that its consummation is, the summiog up in Christ,
But Paul leads us in & more adventurous fight, Not con-
tent with the summing up of all believers in Christ, Paul
carrles us on to the thonght of the universe being summed
up in Christ. We do not see the steps to this consum-
mation 8o clearly, but solely because we are not so used
t0 thinking of the r-lation of Lhrist to the universe. Yet
there lics the solution of this problem too.

But what 18 Christ’s relation to the universe? The pro-
logue of John's Gospel is our key here. ‘' All things
were made by him and withont him was not anything
made that was made '’ Christ is the eternal word in
whom the mind and heart of God are revealed jast as our
words reveal our minds and hearts. And that revelation
has relation to the whole creation  Buat what is that re-
lation¢ Did Christ make the universe asa machinist
make a8 machine? When it was finished did he stand off
to see how it would go ? DId he put it out of his hands
asnd have nothing more to do with it? No]! This universe
is an expression of the living God.

Let ns borrow a passage from Col 1: 15, 16, 17, in
answer to our question concerning Christ’s relation to
creation :

‘* Who is the image of the invincible God, the first-
born of all creation ; for in bim were all things created,
in the heavens and upon the earth, things visible aand
iovisible, whether thrones cr dominions or principalities
or powers ; all things have been created through him,
and unto bim; and he is before all things, and in him
all things consist."’

Thi pagsage sums up Christ’s relation to the Creation.
We find from it,—

1 That Christis the first-born and a< such he was
the eternal prophecy of creation. The first child born
into the world was the prophecy of all that have follow-
ed. So was Christ, the uncreated, the prophecy of
creation.

2. When God spoke and creation was its root and
being was in Christ. It is the expression of his thought
and its life is in him.

3. Creation is not the immediate act of the Father,
The creative power travelled through Christ and all
things were created by him. ¢

4. This creation was not called into being for itself.
A'l things were created for bim as well as in him.

5. Apart from Christ the universe as such conld not
exist, Let Christ withdraw himself and the universe
would fall back intothe chaos whence he called it, for
in bim sll things consist, 1 ¢, hold together

The vniverse was created to reach its perfection in
Christ. The eternal thought of God has been moving
through all the ages, and through all its viclssitudes to-
ward this end. Its final triamph s secure. We may
not see all the steps, but that which was created through
Christ shall in him find ite perfection. In him the dls
¢ rds of the universe shall be resolved - into eternal har
mony. Its conflicts shall end in golden sges of un
troubled peace. It will find God, and finding God will
find eternal unity and blessednese. And this is to be
not merely au immense federation of worlds. The loft
lest of God's moral crestures and the most obséure alike
are to share o common life, for all are 1o be one fn Christ,

And this lofty doctrine has important lessons fer

Take firs' that for the-individual. I koow that
| am a free morsl agent. ! know that | must besr the
responsibliity of that freedom. 1 know that when | am
templed to sln it Hes with me to yleld or to resist. Rarth
and bell confederate cannot force me 1o oin, But yot |
am nol entirely free. 1 am an omoibus in which all my
ancestors ride. It is the harder for me to do right be
cause some of my ancestors were passlonstely sinful or
violent tempered. Ou the other hand it is the easler for
me to 4 right beciuse some of my aucesto's were
among the noblest of the sons of men. And the relation
in which my aucestors stand to me is similar to that in
which we shall stand to generations yet unborn,

) 1ce more, out of this lofty doctrine grows that of the
solidarity of the human race, Crested In Christ Jeous
we canuot ledlate oarazives. Wae have relations to the
whos ol d11lty with walch wh haveto do. Weare
savad oue by one, but we shall never b saved alone. No
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min amoug ue can look upon mlsery, igaorauce, evil,
ani crime and say it is no concern of his, It isfor us to
nrike the life around ue as conducive to nobils living as
we poesibly can It le not for us to say the conditions
are as good as those amid which I grew wup, therefore
they are good euough for my nelghbors and thelr child-
ren. Yourlife o fallure If you are not coestribating
something to make the conditions of the rislug genera.
tlon better than those amid which you have lived, Only
as you contribute to lift the work -a-day world nesrer to
G 1 are you havtenlng the summing up of all things in _
Christ,

Again, this lofty teaching has direct relation to owur
worship, We are blessed as we read our Bib'e and com-
mune with God in solitude, but it is where devout hearts
in unison lift up their p and thankegiving to the
glver of all good, that the richest blessing comes to the
worshipper,

Finally, in that endless future we shall join with other
orders of God’s moral creatures in participation in what-
ever majesty of righteousness there may be in the whole
universe. We shall contribute our part and every other
moral order of God’s creation shall contribute to this
some of universal righteousuess. The joy of other orders
shall be increased by their recognition that we have been
saved from sin and death and united with them in their
blessed unlon with Christ. Our final glory shall not con-
sist in the restoration of the solitary soul to solitary com.
munion with God, but in the fellowship of all the blessed
with all the blessedness of the universe as well as with
the blessednéss of God.
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The Savara Missionary.

8 C FREEMAN.

At the Conference recently held in Vizianagramw, In.
di«, seven missionaries who have seen long service in
this land met. Flve of the number, Mr. and Mrs, Sin.
ford, Mr and Mrs. Churchill and Mrs. Boggs came to
India on the same steamer#29 years ag), Another of
the number wa: Mrs. Acrmstrong who come several
years bafore that tim: and the seventh was Dr. Boggs
who came the following year. These were the firat
missionaries of  the Maritime Baptist Board. They hed
much to say of the way God had led them daring the
years of their m'ssionary service. They pralsed God
with deep joy in their hearts for his loving guidance.

At this sam> Conference other missionares were made
to realiz: that Go1 had baen leading them aud preparing
them for their work. Ifin the providence of God some
seven of this company shall meet again some 30 years
hence they will be able to praise God for no less won-
derful care and love, While none but a prophet should
presume to speak confilently of the future, yet it the
past containe certain indications thatin some measure
justify it why may not one comfort himself and others
with bright hopee for the coming years? Indeed if
there is insplration in it how can one honestly keep
such things hidden in the recesses of his own mind.

My story which has inspired hope within me has
several beginnings but the character and influences
come together in the present and as surely as we can
trace God's hand in what has alreadv come to pass so
sure may we be that he who hath begun this good work
will carry it on to a glorious future.

About seven years ago J. A. Glendenning told his
pastor at the Moncton church that he believed God
wanted him to go as a misslonary to India. The pastor
looked at him and sald, ‘“You are the man we have
been p raylog for these ten yesars to go as our mission-
ary '’

Thus encouraged the college course at Acadls was
undertaken and completed In 19%. The antamn of
1900 found him at Newton Seminsary. During both
College and Seminary courses speclal stteation wes
glven to languages for in his mind was the ides, ‘I may
need (0 do some tranalation work semetime.’

When the opportunity cume to take some special leo
tures in medicine it was gladly embeaced with the thought
* sometime this information may be helplul on the mis
#lon field for 1 know not where | may be. "'

An early application was made to the Baard to be sent
to Indis.  Ie farther stated his willingness to go at the
end of his second year st Newton It the Bosrd wished
bim to go. The financial condition of the Board was such
however that no hope wes given him of belug sent at that
time. Having a desire to see the old countries and to
visht friends in Scotland be decided to take his third year
in theology st the United Free Baptist Church College,
OGlaagow. His plans for the winter belug arranged, he
spent the intervenlog time with some of the small
churches in New Brunewlick,

While he was thus engaged the Convention of the
Maritime Provinces met at Varmouth, Whes the F, M.
report ‘was read at the Conventon it was learned that
three young men had applied to be sent to Indis. One
was compalled by ill-health to remain in the homeland,
one was under appolntment and the other Mr. Glendin.
ning wes not golug becanse of the lack of fundsto send
him,

In that Qonvention were some whose hearts had heard




