 W.B MU »
“ We are laborers logether with God."

Cuntrib to this col will please addreds Mzs. J.
W. ManniNG, 178 Wentworth Street, St. John, N. B.
E R
PRAVER TOPIC FOR DECEMBER.
For the work and workers at Bobbili. The school and
s teachers, For the native Christians that they may be

steadfast and bring many more to a knowledge of the
true God.

A n N
We extend Christmas greeting to all the meaibers of
the W. M A. 8. and our Mission Bands.
** Heart beats to heart, friend smiles on friend,
Across the sea the natious call,
Peace and good-will, good-will and peace,
In His dear name who loves us all."

P

The following article on the Bobbili ficld was written
by Mrs. Churchill while confined to her bed and under
great dificultics. Our sister met with an accident that
dissbled her for a time. We feel sure this will be appre-
clated by our readers more than any Christmas srticle
oovid be.. She wished it printed this month while we are
prayiog for Bobbili and its workers. My a grest
blessing come to our sister and health be speedily restored.

Bot bili.

Bobbili, our most western mission station, if a town of
14,000 inhabitants who are all Hindoos with the pti
of & few Mobammedans. For a purely native town it is
in some parts well laid out, and the principal streets are
wide and comparatively clean, being swept up every fine
worning and the fiith carried away. It is rather a pretty
tows to look down upon from some high building, as
there are so many trees. The neatness and beauty of the
town is especially due to its being & zemindary town with
sn enlightened and progressive Rajah at the front to
encourage and assist in municipal reform, and a mission-
ary to saggest them. True it is, there is a wonderful
improvement in the last twenty years. Our ‘Rajah
associates freely with Englishmen and is quite a traveller
for s Hindu, baving made quite a tour in Europe and
had the homor of being presented to our moble Queen
Vietaris at Windsor 4 few years ago. There are some
five bpildings in the tows such as the Rajab’s palace,
Vietoria market, . Jubilee town ball, the Rajah’s durbar
ball, male and female hospitals, high schiool building

* Bible, More than one hundred pupils,

_AND VISITOR.
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occupied and graduully the bare barren field that was, has
become a very pretty Mission Compound with neat build.
ings, gravelled roadways, good wells; a vegetable and
flower garden and fruit h ,-u ded by a stone
wall, plastered and whi ; with den gates
opening into it
The spiritual condition of the ‘own'was at this time
even worse than the condition of our ploughed fiéld, for
the whole town ‘was given to idolatry. Awong these
14,000 noue as far a8 we know had ever'heard of the true
God, vot g Bible in the town, not a kunee that bended, or
a voice for two years lifted to the God of heaven in prayer,
but that of the missionaries and their children. While
the building work was going on, the p-eaching of the
word went on too. A little girl's school’” was gathered on
the verandah of the bungalow, or Sunday School of
Brahmin boys was taught in the same place by the
wmissionary's wife and she visited the Hindoo women in
their homes, panied by her and heathen
aysh, for no Christian belpers were avifilable then
y 20 years, since we first entered Bobbili, the good
3 of the Kingdom has been patiently and persi
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sows in the town and rounding villages of which
there are 400 ow. At one tinig the field extended to Jey-

pore 100 miles away and must \bave included 4 o more
villages.

Oft in wéakness, oft in sorrow, oft almost fainting
benieath the weight of thousends of lést souls pressing
past us into outer darkness, the old, old story has been
told, the Chirist held up as the loving Saviour of men,
the good seed sown and we praise the Lord for the fraits
that do appear,and pray that much more, yea a thonsand
fold more may very soon be gathered in.

We have had a prosperous girls' achool in Bobbili for
years, & grand Sunday School in connection with it, also
at the present time, a Sunday School among the pariahs,
or Three p bers dre at work, day by day,
in the town and out in the villages, telling the prople of
Christ. Four Bible women go daily to the bomes, aud
tell the women of the way of salvation, five Christian
teachers in the school, teaching the children daily the
A colporteur
selling Bibles and Christian litersture. During these
interveping years, more thau one hundred names have
heen on thechurch roll at Bobhili, of those who had
witoessed & good confession and been baptized in His
name, Several, of these have bren drawn in by the
Lutberans, -h‘a have since our occupation of Bobbili,
opened  stations to the west and north of us, a very few
have fallen. Several bave taken letters of dismission to

and Gopul@gswamis temple, all under the pationage of the
Rajab. The mission house, chapel, school ‘house areall
buailt of buraed bricks and mortar, plastered inside and
out, and have tiled roofs. There are also many good
tiled houses, belonging to Brabming and merchauts, but
the grest mass of houses in the town are mere mud walls
covered with leaves on straw, many containing but one
room in which the occupants cook, eat and sleep. A
wile out of the Lown is the Rajah’s sommer house, quite
a8 imposing palece, with flower garden in front and
choicg fruit trees on either side of the avetine leading up
o it from the main road, half « mile awsy. A little
further on is his gymkana tope and chalet with drive to
it from the road. He has also byilt a travelier's bungalow
for opeaus who pass through Bobbili, opposite to the
W house, In the town are many small schools at
which caste boys may receive the rudiments of an educa-
tion and to which a few girls go in the. last few years.
One Pariah school for the outcasts, the Rajah's high
school for boys, which teaches from IV, Standand ap to
watriculation, and our missi
to the VII standards. These schools are all under govern-
ment inspection and the pnpﬂs are sent up at stated
times for government i In our girl's
school which our Christian boys and girls attend as well
#s caste Hindoo girls, in addition to the regular studies
the Bible is tanght daily, prayer is offered apd Christian
bymas learned and sung, algo sewing is taught, this is
one of the subjects for examination for girls: On Sabbath
the school and sll the Christians of the town mest for
Sablath School, we often bave 140 or more, where, with
Bible picture and Hible stories, siuging of hymns, etc. the
bappiest hour and a hali of the week passes guickly
away. The first missionary to Bobbili was Mr. Churchill,
He went jn Dec. 159% and lived in a tent,during this time
e built & small mud hut. While in the tent s cyclone
passed up the bay, the rain came down in torrents, The
tent and almost everything in it was soaked so that for
theee days & fire could not be lighted and no food cooked.
The missionary remembers how good, plain boeiled rice
with a little sugar over it tasted, his first meal ‘Mﬂn
rin was over.

In the mud but be lived till a small bungalow was part
ly“*ln went to ﬂwl hh

| two little children to Bobbili in April 1879.
l! 1881, the uiission hoine Iﬁ

girl's school from ABC

other Baptist churches, and some have gone up bigher
Among these last, three preachers, who held up Christ
while here, now worship before Him up yonder,

At the present time there are seventy-seven members
on the Bobbili church roll. Twenty-five were baptized in
1391 The work on the field was pever so encounging

quiet work is going on in the hearts of the school
fﬁr many of the old pn:ll are believing and lnulib.
ﬁ’w vation, and reading the Bible, and sin
Chrlnhn hynuu in their own homes, hefore their hea c-
relatives,
Several mbsln of cuichuxd: have bﬁli lhznd in
adiges, in & vilage 20 w istant
from on the 10 Vidavagram. A good work
-E;:q. in villages 20 milesg i m
another . A wonderful work of
miles to the
where twenty-elght (H .-ﬂlmu)
wear the sacred thresd, have come out boldly
ed Christ in baptism, the only whelly um.uu
we bave in our mission. Thelr hesthen ceste
all forsook t! hﬁudﬂoduuotlmphm- mile
and built up another village.
z out station aceu|
‘W-'

pied for Jesus, but
Please pray lor the Holy Spirit
the preacher, . C. Bassayanua,

who have bad the honor'of laboring,
&ﬂn language oft this Bobbili field are, Mr.
urchill, from 1879 to 1884 and from 1886 to
1898, Mr. and Mrs. A , from 1884 to 1886. Miss
Fitch (Mrs Lafl ) added hine to our home for
about nine months in 1890, and Miss MacNeill was
welcomed by us the 'ol!owing year and remained about

six’ months. lh joined thie mission iu Dec.,
1896. She was help even in her first year, and
with, qonﬁdnu l hope we the work, we so
dearly love, in God’s hands hers, when we left India
in March, 1898. Mr. and Mrs. Gullison kindly took up
their share of the work in July, and will remain in charge
until we return, if God ( Will you not pray that
God'- nce, whdon and strength, may be given to
them, in great measure, in the coming days, nud

many more sheaves may be g-t

80 faithf: .‘

g as it should do.
R -

DgaR EpiTor, —Personally, l vmu tn tluuh
your kind mention of the * orwand
do hope many will respond to the l
of the year. Counting out the ple nm hu Al
failed, by réason of death and othérwide, T
we have not yet enough pledged to piake un It l-ty
he reasonably supposed many others will die, before the
four years nhnll have paseed. For that expectancy we
must make provision. During the canvass uiy took
slips, with the promise of filling' and fomr&!

on our time limit expires. We most eStnestl
hese prom will not be forgottép, but
Bnpdll and every. lover of Amdu wheo i. :f
willing tn have some part in thisgreat work.
want the work to succeed and not just by peeing
lift the burden, while they do not toueh it with the" w.
of theirs fingers.

Brethren and sisters, please do ‘@hat 'you can ‘aa’
together let us place our institutions ih a position ' to"'do
grander work for God. Tf you have e ‘ll pend”

1 cards, stating what you are ‘yearly
or four years, and state what time ﬂll make the
first of those annual payments.  Don't forget the tinie to
secure Mr. Kockefellers oﬂer exmm’bee 3rat, v898.°

Your-
Wi, B, Hatel
q; North Street, Hnliftt

A Good Appetlte

Is essential for perfect heaith and physical strepgth,
but when the blood Is woeak, thin and Imptes,
the stommnch osunot perform s duty and the

Appetite falls. Hood's Sarsaparifla is » wonderful
medicine for creating an apfpetite ‘anl giviig
sound digestion: 1t pavithos and curlied e

Mood, toned the stomach and digestive orgnas’ aud
wives strength to the norves’ and | hdih - and

He sure to get

Sarsa-
. parilia
AR L

vigor to the whole sy stomn,

Hood'’s
The One True Blood Purifier. All
for §5. e sure to get Hood's and on Hood.

Hood's Plii{ X e ey —
1898.

1898. Xmas.
BAPTIST BOOK ROOM,
HALIFAX, N.S. !

Order Early !

CALENDARS : For 7¢., 10¢., 12¢., 1§C., 20¢ , 30C,, 4O€,,
60¢., 75¢., $1.00, etc.

CARDS : All sizes and styles, from g! per 100 down to
25¢, each. Besuties.

BIBLES : For Scholars, Teu:hm or ‘Pastors, (old
version) from 2oc. -gd Version, 50¢., $1.25
$2.00.  New Version erences, $1. Be(lbv).

TOETS: soc., $i.co, $1.25, $1.50, $2.00,

—~ANNUALS—
Boys Own-—-Girls Own. |
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