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(ORCES READY 10~
CROSS INTO'f

e

Cxplanation of the Huri
hilization of Umtecf St
ool

(Times Leased Wire) |

Aboard President Taft's Pt
Mount Airy, Ga., March 10.-=The for
of the United States stand reayiy to|l
vade Mexico | at the “first..
cause for.action.” ~They. will cl eck
secessionary movements on the¢ part: ot
the people of lower California from ghe
Diaz confederation; the troops
vent the destruction of Ameri¢an pro-
perty; they will patrol the ho er ¢
prevent filibustering, Qnd findily,
original excuse| of mobolizatio
tice manoeuvres, will be engag d: in by
both land-and sea forces.

attempt to cloak the army’s factivity
nder the-term |manoeuvres: -t is.ad-
mitted that’ the army of:mo
oon may become an army- of -3
on, and that the forees are -ga
. Arizona, California -andFexs
rresident Diaz in suppresslng' it
an insurrection.
The army will not hesitate t
lexico if it be deemed nece
iintan the regime. e
A plan. whereby the Amerlv‘ :
l.xican federal armies Will act o-
ther has been |decided upqn at 2 o
rence between Presldent ’I;. »
cxican Ambassadcr De La
ufucnce followed a serles

; repi
ntatives of both. countries.,. Thit w
‘tified that Diaz expected (,h In
ates to cut off|completely, the_‘
insurgent support nerth of th
n line.: Kaa8).
Al] this was/|.frealy admltxed
-orrespondents aboard the.pi¢
1l train. 2
Lower California is regarded
iministration |as. the danger
s pointed out|that the grea/
1 holds Magdalena Bay whig
inds the mid+Pacific coasts, of t
ierican continent. ‘The terrry is
ed with Japanese:and insuprectq
it should be occupied by an u
power, both| Mexico and- the
{ates would - pe -continually .mg
Diaz is not able now to send |
oops to lower California to-q
insurrection there.
In Lower California:
Los ‘Angeles, Cal.,, March 10. ——-ctlvi
in Lower Callfornla where it is planne
to establish a “Social republic” A
ording to eastern #dvices ‘te-dp
determining cause in'‘the aetion
United Stafes in sénding tfoops|’
border to help ftHe Diaz gover
The fear that |lower Califor
nart of northern| Mexico might econ!
a separate nation is said to hgve, d
cided the administration” that t
to act had come. The
lower California had its.inceptlo
While the insurrectos in_low
fornia styled themselves ‘“Revq
ts,” they were |a separate bod

v, the,
b!‘ﬂ_,

» mainland
m ral Francisco Madero

nd establish
ndependent 1egardlesq of whic
ion secured control of Mexico
The plan.was_tp make the gqvel
“ocialistic, and |Socialists in hot!
ico and the United States were 4§
ed to. Ricardo|Flores Magon,. eqit
tlie Socialist paper La Revolucig
head of the Los Angeles junta,
be named president as soon as t}
cls secured control.
General William Leyva and Cen:
Simon Berthold, both of. Los_ Al g
with forty followers, slipped acr 3
lower California boundary 1nto
early in January, drove out th'
dozen _federal garrison and burh
customs house.| They were joil
recruits until their number. n
about 200 well-armed men. An a
to oust them and |recapture Mexi
(reneral Vega of the federa] armf,
vecks ago, resulted in the wound
\‘Ld. and the defeat of his troopg
light loss. X
General Leyva, it is expected,
vacuate Mexicali within a, few ,
nd march on |Hnsenada, .the fpderal
tpital of Jower (California. i ‘
Sails forl San Diego. bi
Mare Island, Cdl., March ¥.—({arryr
2 500 marines angd 2,500 ball earty ldgeﬁ.
* transport Buffalo salled at 7ja. m,
-day for gan'Diego. The supplh)sm?
wcier is being loaded with' supplies
I provisions and will safl f(;j the
th either to-night or early t ~mors
y |
'rders were received from the| navy
hartment to-day to place the crjuisers
ncinnati and Raleigh in commlssiox
L once and these| vessels are-expecte
sail for San Diego early next [week
Ready | to Move,

\exacall, Mexico, Mareh 10.—Actin§
ler orders from Genersi Leyva, th
irrectos at Mexacali to-day ﬁtmke
Ir kits preparatpry to 4 move on En
tda. Beyond| announcing that Ti
ha  would be attacked, Genera
va did not give .out his plans
parently authentic reports weri
! the federal|hand reported in thig
ity was entrenched: in the moun-
& beyond Picacho pass and if was
ccted that the first brush would oc
! Thpre_ ;
ieneral Leyva/ granted. the wat cor
B umlcnts permission to acconrpan
army.

Steaming Southward’
‘W York, March 10.—The crhiser:
"itana, North|Carolina and Tdnnes
are steaming southward.to-day: i
face of.g terrific gale;.and b nlessg
storm suhsides the vessels wiill be
véral days late in. reaching their des-
ation. The refrigerator ship ltsiﬁ
eden wity provisions for the flee .nd

; dennt’aﬁndl wish. to contradict a report

Jwere..lost..

il was badly shaken: : The-damage. te the

“#ant Prairie and te .contiguous terri-
‘| tory is estimated at $1 500 ,000.

”down at the time and only eightéen

‘Investigation to-day shows “‘that’ ohly.

“IBlown throiigh a window, has not been
I'reeovered.

Tein, IH,

| dals -poured. into town.
| patrolling ;the .streets. with orders “to

‘I mours company, which

| 1argely composed of persons: employed

“| quake had occurred and hundreds ran

‘I that windows in 500 buildings

5|SH00TS S HIMSELF IN

¥
tront;er. 3
‘make no

ition: we. peed IﬂFl‘

rother,, Francisco, was de-
feated a Cases Tuesday He
ﬂo‘t >

——

*| DESTROYED BY EXPLOSION | | -
IN POWDER WORKS | |

Property Los$ is Estimated:
at $1,500,000 -

(Txmes Leased Wu-o.)

Kenbsha, Wis., March 10.—The little
city of Pleasant Prairie is’ off the map
to-day as the result of the explosion
yesterday of 150 tons of dynamite 'at
the plant of the Dupont de Nemours
Powder Company, in- which two -lives
Not a buil.dlng' was. left
standing. So g'reat was the force tof
the explosion that the entire regxon
from Cleveland, Ohio; to Clinton,”Iowa,

powder plant, other buildings at. Pleé,s-

Fortunately the’ plant was ““closed
men were ‘at work. Englneer :Ioseph
Flynn was blown to atoms, and a' man
I'who 'has not béen identified was killed.
The other ‘men escaped with? sevEre
injuries.

Thé cause of the ‘exploston 'is un-
known.

‘Will Shoot Looters.

Kenosha, Wis., March 10.—(Later. )——

‘two lives were lost in the - Pleasant
*| Prairie explosion; and two injured. The
Body of -John - Thempson, superinten-
dent ‘of the glazing room, ' who. was

“William French dropped dead in Elv
‘when the force of ‘the:' ex-
plosion shook his:home. :
Many houses at Bristol: and . Rainy
weré ‘demélished and -deputy * sheriffs
patrolled the.streets .all night. Therxei
is nothing;left of Plea.sp.nt Pralne to-
d‘y&.n’ H $
;.. Bent on lootlng the wreckage, vdn-
Deputies re

s s

shoot looters on sight.

Officlal’s Statement.
Chicago, March 10.—J. D, Wood, Chi-»
cago manager of the Dupont de Ne-
conitrols = the
plant at Pleasant Prairie, sald last§
night: “The plant was closed a’ day
or two for a short time, and that fact®
undoubtedly saved many lves." The
town has a population of about 700;

in the powder mills. ‘I should say that'l
at the ‘time 'of the explosion thé"plant
contained 5,000 or 6,000 pounds of'exa{

was black powder. Of the ‘eauss . of
the ‘accident we know nothing - at pre-
Bent.”

Causing a simultaneous rlnging’ ot
fire, police and burglar alarms; the-ex~.

shook Chicago from end t6 end:’ and
gave the citizens the biggest fright in
years. Many believed that an >e&rth-

from thelt Homes scantily clgd. ~“Fhe
shock of the explosion was : .80 great
Were
shattered

SIGHT OF LANDLADY

Montreal Coroner's Jury Will
Investigate the Boarding
House Tragedy

Montreal, March 10.—“How would
you like to see me die?” ssid a young
man named Fred A. Patrick, aged 22
years, as he sent a bullet through his
brain last night in the boarding house
on St. Germain street, whers he. re-
slded. He was:in the best of:spirits,
talking and laughing with his land-
lady at the time, and evidently he was
under the impression that the revolver
was not loaded or that it contajned a
blank cartridge. As.  he  placed the
muzzle to his head the revolver dls-
charged its contents and he fell dead.
He came to Canada from the Old Coun-
try a couple of years ago. Whether it
was a case of deliberate suicide.or an
accident is a matter for theé’ jury's
consideration’ at' the inquest to-mor-.
row,

“RAFFLES" I8 CANCELLED( ‘
“Raﬂles the—:t:\a—t—e-nr Cracksmtn,
theatre last might; and. wasito be' re-
aJso, has. been eoncelled.. This.step has |
manager:of the theatre; .on.the; gn;mn
Standard expected. or desired. - Iy view.

night’s perfgrmance.is'rendered. super-

" PR FF WP i

" Two Men Instantly Kiled—| -}

LA

plosives, more than -one-half of which{:

plosion at Pleasant Prairie last nlght‘ ‘thathaw to séctionsi1, 2, 3; and 4; it 1s

‘which was produced® at “the’ Victdrla
peated to-night and to-morrow-night]
been taken by Clifford ﬂenhm~th5‘
that the production was not.up.to; the L mains, to. be done,

of such -action any criticism.ef-18st,bor, thus permitting .of a:continuance:

i

vy
p

SOME. ,LEG-AL PBOBLEMS.Z =
BEFORE CITY. COUNCIL

Loca! Improvements Until
New Ele\ctlon

Bt \Lﬂ%&n?ﬁhayg ﬁsﬁy) i
Spec‘lnl“ ih(ené‘st' s,tt:aohes to timlg
evening’s meeting of the city couneil |
and board of works in view of the i
portant, maitters to be discussed in con-
nectlon wlth the preparatxons for thé
nevs? electlon. the powers of the board
under the enabling act, and the’ pre-
paratiqn of the Voters Ilst As was
ehronlcled 1n the Times yesterda.y, ;he
-government refused:the requests of ?he
dity ‘for’ increased powers.  The létter
‘containing. this notification to the clty
saucltor F. A. Mcharmld ls now to
‘hand as.follows: .

8ir:—The memorandum of“the Tth of
Mareh; ‘over your Sighature-as soldeitor,
for Victoria city and addressed:to hlé
honor; the lidutén#&nt-governor, hsn thls
day recélved “due consideration, “and I
am’ 'desired to state in respect: thereto

the view of the government that thé
statute.recently enacted by the legisja~’
ture and known as. the Victoria Special |
Elections Act 1911, does not give to the
eity council authority to act. With ré-
gard, however, to section 5, thére ap-’
pears to he express provision for the
completion in its entirety all work con-
templated under sub sectlon (j)
sectlon 3.

I am to add that an ad\ice has been
received to-day - from Mr. Harold B.{
Robertson, special commissioner, which’
enables me to.inform you. that thex‘e ts
every likellhood of completing the ngw
municipal elections within .a. ,m_onth
from date. {229

%13 61

Provincial. Sectetary’

It is likely that at'to-night's hreeting,
also. the city barrister, W. J. Taylor,[K.
C., will give: his opinion ~as™ te>~the
mayor’s power of veto. The <city-sqli-
eitor has given it as his opinion® that’
the mayor has the right to veto'any act
of the council, that such veto stands
and that the couneil cannot: by major-~
ity vote over-rule it. The members of
the city council think otherwise and4
when, at a recent meeting, ;they voted
to turn down the veto, they felt that
they were amply justified under .the
provisions of the Municipal. Clauses
Act. But at the suggestion of -the city
solicitor it. was decided to  secure the
opinion of the city barrister. Even
should this opinion be in line with that
of the city solicitor and (favorable to
the mayor’s stand the council will not
concede that they are in the wrong. It
is stated that the matter will not rest
until a-ruling of-the courts is-had and
a judicial interpretation.of the “provis-
ifons of the act secured.

City Engineer Smith will present a
couple of interesting reports At tox
night’'s meeting. He will suggest what-
he considers is_the best method of re-
pamng defects in the Smlth's Hill res-
ervoir. Mr. Smith Jdast: week made a
trip to Seattle, where. similar trouble
was experienced-in a:.reservoir, and hel}
will advise the council if the methods
adopted there to remedy dotectsds ap-
plieable -here. .

“Thé engineer will also fepdrt on’ whw
docs.l Improvement ~Works - ‘hayt" been!
;é@sed ‘how" muich, done - ‘and what ;re-y

as, well ,.as. -what]
lamount ©an. be carried out. . by-day: la+ {1

of .the work despite theresent:handicap

fluous.

Councif's” Harid Tied: as to‘;:'

H. E. YOUNG, - irme-! 23!

‘| ment.

set upoa the city’s undartakings by the

’ Property “ewners-on St. John street5 -
_las well.as these.on other nearby thor=|_- ..
“present.a petition .-to.{. .-
|have-that street extemied through™ ¥~

~toughfares, will
TSimcoe stréet, *St. John street at pre-
sent runs from Belleyille street south-
erly- to Klngééon stree:. - LF

AﬁREEMENT llﬂlllEllS

;‘ ?-"(Ldmﬂsl_:‘-l)emsnon

Throws ' Responsibility

on Government
I8 0T 2R7G402]

5
i%% f\"‘

N | rrakiA Daily.) }\
Mayor Morley_announced this morn-
ing that the $2 road tax will be accept-
ed trom the polders -of: agreements’ nf
sa“le either male or female, who aré
centitled "to ' pay ‘the ‘tax ‘but the clty
will not accept any responsibility as: to
the legality of the course. The accepit-
ance of the $2-tax by the city will en-
title the persons paying the same]to
enrollnrént upon 'fhe voters lists tor the

aext election. ' =+ :
The’ mayor: said 4m’ making thé an-.

but

.} nouncement  this.-merning that jt. Had}
occurred to. the city, solicitor that there{:

was a doubt about the validity of the}
opinion of Attorney-General - Bowser
‘Whether the attomey -general was cor-
Pect i ‘his statém¥nt or not,“safd the|
"mayor; the ity would not take the tax
1% aceordance ‘with the" ‘attorney- gén-
eral’s ruling. ~The ‘mayor said" the re-
sponsibility ‘would ™ rest entlrefy _pon.
the government

GRAIN PRICES ARE

 BEING MANPULATED

R

Mamfesto Alleges Dellberate
Scheme- to D|scred|t
‘ Recsprocﬂy

7 2% ¥

Winnlpeg, .- March' 19,—The - brdirl

growers’ Guxde pubhshes the :ollowhig_ 8

‘“A deep-set. susplclon ha.s exlsted for
some. weeks past: that  a deuberate
effort “was * being: | made by a- seetlun
of Chicago, ‘St, Paul and Wlnnlpeg
grain men to knock the price of graln
down, with a vlew to dlscouraging and
dlscredltlng the reclprocfty &Bl'eem¢nt
now before parifament. -On_ January |
26, the day on_which the. reclnrocity
agreement was firs! t, annqunced the

I\orfhem wheatnat
Fort Willfam “was 91 1.2 cents &hd the
price of No. 2 Canadlan Western oats
32 3-4 cents per bushel. On February
28, one month later, No."1 Northern
wheat was worth only 88 cents a
pushel, which was 6 1-2 cents a bushel
below the price on the date of the an-
nouncement of the reciprocity agree-
The priee’ of No. 2 Canadian
Western oats had gone down to 29 1-2
cents per ‘hushel- “At"the ‘same time,
at colntry “points’ In Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, “hundreds “-of ~farmers|
were getting from 30 to 35 cents per
bushel “ofi :.thé car at ’'their shipping |~
points for shipments to other. farmers
in- these provinces’ for 'seed :and :feed:
‘Oats are being:shipped every day from
and: - British -Golumbia and’ theee >are

{ even: some ‘who-predict that seed u@ts

may ‘have: te be: brought~bgok -from
Foryt wWildam to supply unfrosfed ‘,@ﬁ
fon -geed. Theumarket: eermmy,w
naw as-if- it wwould pay faymeps: who,

can<do ‘8o to hold. thelr: grain until af-
Jﬁer seeding,” when it looks as if-
is a good prospect of getting seve
cents a-bushel mere for it.”

{Wappeansteln.

‘“'he Itish - Members Interrupt
‘Speeches and Wordy War-
fare Fo!lows

¢ ;.’..gr"“ N ; &
0 2> (Tfmes Le‘ase'q“{Vfﬂe.) &

Londor, ' Maréh f05lhreer
session of 19 hours’ duration,

ly averted, the House of .Commons ad-

obstrnctlon on:the part of the Conser-
‘enue bill,
thls session.

£ The - -climax eame’ when the Conser-

ing speeches,

wordy conflict. thé Conservatives aban-
doned the scheme,
Hon, Winston Churchill led the ad-

‘Premier Asquith and. ChanZellor Lloyd
George.. By adopting .a..closure Mr.

clauses in the reyt:nue bill, although

] the Conservat!ves denounced him as a

usnrper. The bill was still under con-
sideration at adjournment

“THE CALIFORNIA FLOODS.

Damage - May = Exceed , Five
Dollars——Rallway Companieg
Suffer,

3 Fais

San’ Francisco, Cal.,

to-night and® ‘many - of the

‘gatimite may fall short of the actual
lo8s. - &

‘News from Santa  Barbara to-day
sald that the damage in that county
would exceed $1,000,600. In the’ Santa
Maria district_over 1,000 acres have
'beén devastated of ecrops. The 70,000
gallon reservoir of the Union Oil Com-
pany is a complete wreck.

Los Angeles jand:wicinity have suf-
fered to the-extent of $250,000. The loss
te. alfaia and garden truck alone is
placed at $100,000. It was-feared to-day
that snow . falling iin the mountalns
would cause-the Log Angeles river.to
overflow the city’s bottomi lands. Heavy
damage was Inflicted on bridges on the
Salt Lake rallroad.

More than a score of houses at Colusa
are inundated by the breaking of the
levee,. and the water ‘in some of the
streets is five feet deep::

GRAND . JURY INQUIRY.

Former Mayor of Seattle Called .to
Give Evtdence

Sveatue, Waah March "10: ——Fo‘rmer
Mayor Hiram C. Gill ‘was called before
the grand jury that is probing: cha.fger

to-day. _Another witness to-day will

be Counclltnatl Ma.x Wardall.  While

act mayor. _during Gil)’s absence on
R

Feinstated him, as. soon.as he returned
to.-Seattle and. this ingident. led to-the
Leleation: that resuited: sin - GH's  recall
and the present indictment -wnstj

To NominateAldermen Pledged

i {.proaching . munieipal -

{.the aldermen to be returned by accia~

a Stormy
in the
course of which fisticuffs were narrow-

journed at 9.55 a.m. to-day. The closing
hours. of the session were marked by

»V&._tlves during the debate on the rev-|
in an endeavor to  prevént
consideration of the Lords’ .veto billl at

vatives offered to assist the Speaker in
ejecting. . Irish members for lnterrupt-

The , Trish members challenged their
opponents to. use force, and. after' -a

mlnlstration forces in the absence' of

Churchill forted the passage of many

Milldon

March 10.—Five
million dollars was considered a 'con-
'getvative ‘estimate to-day of° the lpés
Féaused by thé ‘floods which have pre-
‘$vailed ‘Iin' ' nearly every section of the
fdtate; With light showers predicted for
larger
F streams’ bverflowing - .their banks, this

of corruptfdﬂ n t.ho police department §

ardall - dischargsdy{ -
ein, the chiet of police. - G| woonimgton, D, C., March i0—The tors|a commifttee be appoifitéd to plice be-

mrﬂﬁ zttlon ot ‘the Pana.ma

a meetlnz of ‘aivil engineera at the
ercla.l Club  last night he asserted
jat the United States should protect the |
eanal at any ‘costs.

bay 17 days after leaving Hampton. Roads.
Stevens sald he was certain that- the

opening of the canal would not injure t.ne i

4buslness of trans-contlnental roads,

VOTERS’ LEAGUE ACTIVE
- IN COMING A-Elf.vE'CTION

. v S AT

io Support Mayor Mor-
ley's Policy

Interest is already keen in the ap;
elections,. 'The
Voters’ League
nightly, and it is understood that: a
decision . has -been reached to place
aldermanic candidates in each ward in
the city pledged to support Mayor
Morley should -the Jatter be re-electéd..
It is said -also that.the paper. called
the  Citizen, -which wag published in
Ahe JAnterests of the mayor .during the
last campaign, will -again make its ap-
pearance.

-~ Many.in the city are sald 'to be f.av-
orable to allowing the mayor and all’

mation,:but-His ‘Worship, it is under-
stood, - is- "indisposed t6' acquiesce ‘i
| this suggestion, ‘taking * the - position:
that as a majority of the members of
the board have shown opposltlou to
hls _policy ‘it would be better to. maké
an effort to eléct men more to hls
llking. .

As-anneunced in last evening‘s Time§
stw.. U Drury: has been approached by
The ‘comaits:. g citizens and asked
to allow ¥a wo-' .5 be placed in nom-
4nation  for the ofﬁce of mayor. Mt
: Drury is iconsidering the matter and
has promised a definite answer to thése
overtures the latter part of the -present:
month, It is known positively that un-
der -no-consideration will-Alex: Stewart
‘consent- to 'run.
names < which ~have: besn ‘ments

- He sald with the] -
 corapletion of the canal it wouid be pos-
sible to anchér -a flegt-in San. Francisco’ 3

is © holding meetings ”

Brings Government fo Its
Senses

The agltatkm against . certain provi-
sions of the Companies’ Act culminat-
ed Thursday at the board of trade
meeting when, In the course of & dis-

of H. B. Thomson M.P.P., that the gov-
ernmernt were. willing to open the whole
1 question® up. again. - Premier MeBride
had expressed his willingness to con-
Sider -any suggestions that might be
brought ‘to his notice by the hoards of
trade of Victoria and Vancouver. . :

The matter came up In the ordinary
course of business. !

J. J. Shallcross attacked, the trade re-
strictions in the act, saying that the
effect of them:would be 1o reduce the
credit of the firms opefating in the
Jrrovince. The inevitable effect of such

add to the cost of living, 'I‘he consum-
er would ultimately have to pay the in-
crease that was- bound : to .follow.; the
.€mbargo, The only. people to. benefit
would be the -lawyers and. attorneys;

of -the-board to add to the cost of 1iv-
ing by restricting trade.. There had al-
reddy been letters in the papers charg-
ing.the merchants and others with add-
ing to the. cost of living by demanding
extortionate. prices.  He held that .the
vresponsibllity lay with, the leglsla.tors
who made the restrictions which.every
commercial man must know would add
to the cost of handling .goods. He. con-
tended that the business men of the
prevince .were. willing ito held. -their own
s} in_competition, and. they did not want
to make British Columbia a dear prov-
luce to.live .in by the creatlon of artl-
ﬁclal .prices.. He noped the committee
.which had . been: recommended . would

made the province.a free province for
commercia] Interconurse, Mr. Sha.llc,ross
alsosmentioned that if the agt yas al-
lowed to remain as it was for a year
1in order to give if.a trial, as had been
ﬂuggested it. would dlvert trade Into
new channels.

He also made a point of the fact that
Mr. Bowser had. admitted that  the
number of torelgn companies that had
reg!stered since the operation of the act
was 443, :

H. B. 'Thomson, M.P.P., indicated
that while the government was anxi-
ous that the ‘act should have a fair
trial it was still willingsto meet and

“TheSe are:the. O“W"ducush ‘the “sWudtibn with’ respéét. to

thuss for I connéttion wiPH" thesRorthy]
¢omiing contest, as l.!kely oppo’nents Uf‘
the mayor "

JAll the members of  the aldermanic
board inténd seeking re-eleétion, and
they intend putting up a vigorous fight
to hold their seats. A number of them
‘intend organizing committees in thelr
wards almost immediately. B

It.is hoped that it will be possible. to
bring on the elections within one
month’s  time, but - registration con-
tinues slowly, and up .to date .about
400 names. hayve been put on the ltst of
householders. The _assessor's - oﬁlce,
where the régxstratlon is being eﬂected
will contimue open each evening until
8 -o'clock for .the.convenience of ap-
plicants,

Ald. Langley, at thls evemng’s meet-
ing of the city council, will submit a
resolution to fix the place of nomina-
tion and polling for mayor,” aldermen
and school trustees, the ‘appointment
of-a. returning officer and ‘the :various
ward deputies.

. Nominations. fer  mayor, aldermen
and school triistees will take “place.in
the court room ‘at the city halk and
tife polling places will be: For’ mayor,
in the police court room, ‘city hall; fer
‘aldermen, in the public market’ bu
ing; for trustees, in the B, C pott
bullding

BRITAIN T[l BUILI]
FIVE ﬂREABNﬂUﬁHTS

Naval Estimates Show an In-
crease of $19,900,000
Over Last Year

e

‘(Times Leased Wire.)
London, March 10.—Great Brlta.ln
will build five Dreadnoughts during the
coming year, according to naval es-
timates published last night. . The es-
timates total $221,962,501, which is an
increase of $16,900,000 over last year.

CHILDREN CROSS OCEAN.

Halifax, March 10.—The Allan liner
Sicilian, which arrived.to-day- after a
passage of ten days from Liverpool,
brought 6511 passengers, of which 13
were for Halifax. She also had 384
Bernardo children for Peterboro and
Toronto.. The little ones had a good
time on the voyage. The children were
landed at the immigration building
and were inspected by the port physi-
cian after which they returfied to the
Sicilian which sailed for Portland :at
6 o'clock. The. children ‘will land at
Portland and entraln Ior Toronto a.nl!
Peterboro. i jJ

TORPEDO BOA'!' DEBTROYER&

‘pedo - boat destroyers Roe, Ptumlng aml
Terry, recent additions-to the navy, will

be given their final acceptance trials m
the Virginia capes during the-latter. DR

"mere bagatelle.

Y, of its cladses ‘with “the Joifft boards
ade 0f" Victorfa, and: Vaneolver:
’The main desire of the government, he
said, had beén’to ' protéct the compan-
‘fes operating in" A lefitimate way'in' the
province.. THere ‘had been a lot of
‘Sstraw companies operating and it was
considered advisable - that the. public
shotild pe ~protected from these. He
pointed 'out .that previously there had
been no machinery- for the collection
of debts from extra-provincia] compan-
ies,-so the government had decided that
they would have to register. He con-
tended that the B. C. Act wonld, eom-
pare favorably vsith the, Ontario Act or
any other of its kind. It had in fact
been based upen,the British. Compan-
ies’ Act. He had, been talking ' with
Mr. McBride that morning and he had
agreed that if the. Vancouver and Vie-
torfa boards of trade would appoint
committees to go into the matter. and
could set forth all the points which they
considered “ought to be changed, and
would then communicate with him, al-
lowing him gertain time ‘for their con-
sideration; he would then make an ap-
pointment for a delegation to meet him
t6 ~ discuss -the points alréady ‘submit-
ted; The govermment' was  willing to
£o into:the mattér very thoroughly.
Mr.. Shalléross at once pointed’ 'out
that while- he was glad to learn that
{ the government was prepared to con-
Fsider the act on its merits, he did not
think~ the' comparison drawn between
the "Companles Act of this province
and that’ of Ontorio was a fair one. In
Ontarfo companies could operate Wwith-
out registering if they had an agent or
representative within the province.
‘Nor was it similar to the British act,
as had been suggested. The British
act only required a nominal fee of five
shillings as a registration tax and no
company was required to register at
all if doing business through an agent
or' by correspondence.
Mr. Leiser thought that too much was
being made of the objections to the
act. He did not think that the regis-
tration fee would keep any firm out of
the field.
F. A. Pauline expressed the desire
that the committee to -be appointed for
this purpose should also be empowered
to recommend that the personal tax on
the merchants’ stocks should be abol-
ished. To merchants who were in har-
ness and were contributing to the -up-
building of the country the tax was
most unfair. To discriminate between
thé “active merchant and the retired
merchant in this way was to-his mind
perfectly indefensible. As to the regis-
tration in the Companies Act he did
not for a moment belleve that it was a
He was suré that it
was acting in a detrimental way to the
development of trade.
He with the other business men of the
community was in favor of-a registra-
tion fee so long as it did not exceed a
‘nominal capacity.
The property tax issue was replied to
by Mr. Thomson, who intimated- that
the government: intended to appoint a
royal commission ‘to go into the whole
question of taxatfen in the province.
When that commission commenced its
sftting the bodrd would havé-an oppor-
tunity of being heard. - *
" The committee’s reeommendaﬂon that

fore the government ~ the " dealred
changes in “the Companies “Aect” was
adopted. The Vancouver board of trade
will, 1t is understood; appoint a- slmllu

bof ..arch or early in April,

(:ommlttee.

Agltatlon Agamst Restnctlons ‘

cnssion, it was gathered from the lips =

restrictions on trade, he said, was to

and he did not think it was the desire .

nof la.-y down ‘,lts work . yntil it had.




