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which
policy it had been carrying out since 
the war commenced. It was a policy 
affirmed, and as far as possible made 
permanent by the economic confer
ence of the entente power* held in 
Paris during the summer of 191*.

Replying to a question by Sir Wil
frid Laurier, Sir George said that the 
allied nations had no . intention of 
running amuck by refusing to hold 
any Intercourse or carry on any trade 
with neutral nations. ; They would 
simply be coin rades iij trade’ tie they 
had been comrades hi wsy. ■;

The minister warned the house that 
the country could not bemade prott- 

I porous, by a tariff law. A, Wise tariff 
law was necessary, but the Canadian 
ruanutactirrjtiH would get tittle trade 
at honte and itone at ail abroad unless 
their goods were as cheap end effi
cient and" as tastefu) as those produc
ed by their foreign competitors. »

Pay orOefonéle. # • .
Mr. Turriff (.Asslnlbçla) thought 

Colonel Currie was the last man in 
Canada to speak of à political truce 
after the speeches he had mads In 
the West Himcoe by-election. He 
called upon Mr. McCurdy (Queens 
and Shelburne), the parliamentary 
secretary of the militia department, 
t« say whether. or’ not it was true 
that colonels trt ‘home got $15 and 
oolnne's at the front only $6 a day.'.

Speaker It hod es: “Vou had better 
put the question on the older paper.”

"I will accept the* 
statement made by' the member -for 
North Slmcoe (Colonel Currie).”

The resolution was then adopted.
Mr. Burnham fW. Peterboro) than 

Addressed the house in support <f Ms 
resolution calling for more adequate 
pensions, arid asking that the rata of- 
pension lie not stationary, 
creAsed with the rise in the cost of 
living. He pointed out that the $480 
pension provided for a totally dis
abled soldier one year ago was today 
scarcely more than $240. The cost of 
living had doubled. The pensioner 
was riot like a man who had made a 
contract for salary or wages, but had 
to take what the government saw fit 
to give him..

Pensions Tee Lew.
The pensions were too low in his 

opinion. Men badly wounded were
compelled to eke out an existence by vereatton with The World. He stat- 
ctmvasslng. We gave the unmarried «d that In all probability a general 
Midlers at the front $1.10 a day. “heme of national service would be 
which, with his clothes, rations and worked out In oonnectlon with the 
medical attendance amounted to at' g^tonal service board of which Bb B. 
least $672 a year. Yet If he became M Pl tor Calgary, la dlrsctor-
toviLyrd‘^LedZ%ÎÏÏy^dVie,,hi'5oÛn8t0 Noting Germans isn’t every-

he said. "Men who are too old 
ing his Pay aud allow*»cs , s p make good soldiers can do national 
aration onalntenance paid his wife, work in other directions. There Is 
*nd.th® d?n*,t onf / .^„n. the farm, for lnetance. Why shouldn't
v"ld,j,r?CeV.e? abtuî a°i° s «T- the government say to John Jones, 
Tet. if he became totally dteanled the aged 46, ‘Tou can farm for some 
whole family was expected to shift months in the year. Your Job In To- 
along on about one-third of the 
amount.

The whole pension system must be 
revised and upward. Mr. Bumham de
clared, or there would be great dis
satisfaction with tlae government, not 
only among the soldier* but throotit 
the country.

Allowance for Disability.
Mr. Burnham criticized In some de

tail the classification of disabilities 
working under the pension scheme.
Thus total deafness was rated as a 40 
per cent, disability, but It disquali
fied a man for nearly every occupa^ 
lion. A man totally deaf in one ear 
or partially deaf In both only receiv
ed a gratuity not to exceed $100 dol
lar". The allowance to a widow -with 
dependent children was regarded by 
Idr. Burnham as Insufficient. If the 
widow re-married- the pension tv the 
rht'dren ceased altogether, no. inatter 
liow young they might be, ftltnc the 
widow received a gratuity for , her- 
te'f and something additional for tha 
children. Mr. Burnham thought that 
u totally disabled soldier or, the wi
dow of a soldier killed during the war 
should be entitled to not less than 
$1,200 a year.

Persons deserving pensions 
PUt, he said, ta a great deal qt tinne- 
cessarv trouble by the pensions exam
ining board. In one case he had sent 
to the board necessary afflda /lsts in 
proper form made- by the bishop of 
Peterboro, the chancellor of the dio
cese. the parish priest, the family 
medical man, and himself as the 
member of parliament for the rid
ing. but the board refused to grant 
the pension until the case was inves
tigated bv the local patriotic fund as
sociation.

TO TAKE PENSIONS 
OUT OF POLITICS

_____  (Continued from Page 1). _____
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, I 
who was born in the United States, 
of IrirlP parents, is mentioned, as are 
also the Uui:e of Connaught and ex- 
Premler Asquith and Lord Donoueh- 
more, tha two last named leaving "spe
cial talents lor a position" requiring 
large parliamentary expérience and | 
much diplomacy. . 4

! It le expected that the seU-ctiati* for 
the mgntlKji shfp op the convention 
t-e made within -à week: Toe 
siofts will Ik» behind cloned doors, for 
which the preniiyr cited, the frfcralng 

Of the United 
e Union of 
e.nts.
of rOiimtors, 
Sir idward

Canadian Municipalities May 
Appoint Members to Un- 

dertake Enrolment.

BROAD SERVICE PLAN

Older Men May Be Assigned I 
/ to Work Upon the - 

Farms.

Borden Announces Legisla
tion to Remedy! Unfairness 

of Present Conditions.

ConflictFor more than 70 years, "DAVIS” 
has stood for Quality in cigar-making.
“GRANd'mASTER”, sold at 4 for 
25c. in two shapes "Blunts” and 
"Perfectos” equal to most 2 for 25c. 
cigars.
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sen-Col. Currie's Resolution Calls 

for Economic Alliance çf 
Entente Powers. *■of the constitutions 

States, Canada and th 
South Africa! aa pcecSt)

But the exclusion 
How the con- when John KWmor.d,

Script Ion plan is to be worked out, is Carson and William O'Brien. C with 
engaging, the attention of the govern- their followers and possibly some of 
ment.. The general scheme is to have the leaders of last year's revolution, 
a central enrolment board at Ottawa and’ Catholic priests, with Proshyter- 
to which local boards will send the Ian and Church of Ireland clergymen, 
lists collected and prepared by them are assembled as a deliberative body 
for final adjudication. But duet how under the tame rbof, will draw the 
These boards will be appointed and curtain before the imoxt remarkable 
who will compose them Is the chief political drama in Irish, an 
difficulty. Lloyd George's Offer.
^According to an authority today one, Lloyd George said one thing had 
-'of the proposals which have been laid tended to cause the failure of efforts 
before the government Is to ask the to arrive at a settlement—that the pro- 
municipalities tlfruout the country to posais had emanated from à British 
appoint the local boards. The pur- government. The present government 
pose of tills Is to avoid even the therefore had decided to invite Irish-

"to” themselves to put forward their aCTMintments, and tok^£?_,lh®"£?î“'proposals. Hitherto, Great Britain had 
2thu*r M™1!îbLitHt«27n^vïPh. undertaken all the construction and
%b,knowUwhoPwou,d ^ “he beTmln |Ir®|fnwderalIc^ro^i»"?’s ^ce Irishr 
to work out the local problem. They ™en were craifronted wltl» the prdblem 
would realize best what were the they would give due weight to the oto- 
neceseltlee of the situation, what men ,«tac les %nd difficulties. The govern- 
could best be spared and what men ment proposed Ireland should try her 
ootihi not. • - ‘ own hand at framing a’ plan. This

However, nothing definite has been method, he said, had succeeded i In 
decided upon as to how the local Canada, Australia and South Africa, 
boards will be constituted. and he could not help «Inking that

Bread Service Plan. what had been accomplished there
Conscription Is going to mean a could be accomplished In Ireland, 

great deal more than merely being Include Sinn Feinere.
called upon to fight on the battlefield. The government, therefore, proposed, 
according to a high authority in con,- he paid, to summon Immediately on

behalf of the crown a convention of 
Irishmen In Ireland to submit to the 
British Government and Parliament a 
constitution for the. government of Ire
land within i the empire. The conven
tion must toe representative of all 
classes and interests In Ireland, In
cluding the Sinn Feinere. It must toe 
really representative of Irish life and 
activities In all forms. 'It had been 
suggested that the chairman should 
be nominated by the crown.

Pledged te De Best.
The parties which entered the con

vention, Mr.- Lloyd George said fur
ther, would toe pledged to no conclu
sion, but every man who entered would 
be pledged to do his best to settle the 
controversy. No--proposal would be 
shut out from consideration, and no 
one who participated would; be com
mitted to any scheme. -If a substan
tial agreement should be reached as to 
the character and scope of the legisla
tion to toe framed for the future gov
ernment of Ireland' within the empire, 
the government would accept the te- 
eponetblllty for taking necessary steps 
to make It possible to give législative 
fact to the conclusion of the conven
tion.
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By s Staff Reporter.
UU itta. Vi ay 21.—Today was the 

just day ■:>? the session upon which 
j rivato n umbers could initiate buSl- 
I us I, as the government lias apr»-’’»- 
pi lated the balance of the sesion for 
government orders. Many members 
I reseed for :• hearing upon resolu
tion» standing In their names on the 
order paper, but the entire sitting 
was occupied with a discussion of 
economic conditions after war upon 
the motion of Colonel John A. Currie, 
ot North1 Slmcoe, and with a debate 

the merits and demerits of the

!
[

weight Into the struggle. “It win- 4 
be a national misfortune If any one i 
of the Irish parties stands aloof, and 1 
grave responsibility will rest on 1 
those leaders who should elect to 1 
abstain,” he said.

Lansdewne's Concession.
Lord Lansdorwne said:
“We have traveled too far on the 14 

road to home rule to turn back ab- 1 
ruptly. and as for the views of the i 
United States on the subject, our duty \ 
is to facilitate the settlement of the . 
question wished for by our friends ' 
there.”

The convention, he added, might do. 
immense -good, and If no solution was 
obtained, the difficulty would not be 
with the government, tout with the 
Irtdh people.

Vlecount Bryce, while welcoming the 
Irish convention, expressed the view 
that the proposed body will prove too 
large Çpr practical purpoeea

The Earl, of Selbomez thought the 
convention the best proposal under the J 
circumstances, but that It would be 
wholly 'unwise and dangerous to ee-U 
tabllsh during the war a parliament i 
and government in Dublin.

Welcomed by Nationalists.
Dublin, May 2L—The proposed con- ■' 

ventlon Is warmly welcomed by almost 
all sections of the Nationalists. Mr. 1 
Redmond's speech accurately repre
sents the views dt hie supporters in. 
the Irish party. The constitutional 
Nationalists, who are now opposed to 
that party and who have marked their 
temporary dissatisfaction by voting 
fbr Sitrn Fein candidates, are equally" 
in favor of the convention. \

Count Plunkett and other extremists 
repudiate the convention as a trap, 
but there is reason to believe that the 
Sinn Fein leaders now in jail disap
prove of their conduct of the move
ment, so that they do not represent, 
the real body of extremists.

The southern Unionists express de-
They are

in character and not less difficult 
had been settled elsewhere In the 
world. “We are so wanting In re
ssources that we cannot settle here 
at our own, doors what Is most vital 
both to our own Interests and to our 
honor.”

continued, "that the result of the 
convention will be a blessing for Ire
land and the. empire.- .With all my 
heart I hope It will be attended by 
the true spirit of /conciliation among 
Irishmen.”

Mr. Redmond «aid that If there 
were any feeling that he had said 
things which had left bitter memories 
he; would l>e willing to step down in 
order to promote the harmony of the 
proceedings ot the convention.

This was received With cries of 
“No” fron$ ull parts of the house.

Mr. Redmond said they must not 
shrin itfrom a compromise, 
they could obtain s-substantial agree
ment it would- be worth-all the heart
burnings and postponements :>r the 
last 30 or 40 years.

Free and Representative.
Mr. Redmond said the contention 

not only should be free but should be 
-representative of all classes and sec
tions. County councils, corporations, 
trade unjfne, the various churches, 
the teaching profession, Irish peers 
and the different political parties 
ehquld be represented. He was will
ing to agree to a limited representa
tion of the, Irish. party, an equally 
large representation of the* Ulster 
party and a generous representation 
of Sinn Felners. 
proposals to have a small geminated 
element and also the suggestion that 
the chairman should be nominated by 
the crown. He hoped the chairman 
would be a man of dlstlngulslfed 
Judgment, proved experience and un
doubted impartiality.

Ulster to Consider.
Sir John Lonsdale, secretary and 

whip of the Irish Unionist party, said 
in"addre*elng the house that the 
Ulster party would submit the entire 
proposal to the people of Ulster and 
recommend Its careful consideration. 
He and hie colleagues, he declared, 
would not take the responsibility for 
closing the doors upon the experi
ment.

The people of Ulster, added- - Kir 
John, would be guided by the same 
patriotic motive which had always 
guided them, alt.ho he eould not feel 
sanguine thajt the convention would 
accomplish the purpose designed.

O'Brien Sees Obstacles.
William O'Brien, leader of "the In

dependent Nationalists, said no Irish- 
maj) .*ould discuss the proposal of 
the ‘ government without grave and 
anxious consideration, • A home rule 
settlement by the consent of all 
parties and by his countrymen of all 
persuasions had been the great 
object of hie 'political life. The gov
ernment’s plan might well make the 
ears of every Irishman who had 
fought with him tingle with satis
faction, because it showed the gov
ernment had beguh to find out that 
the only way of dealing with the 
Irish difficulty " was by conference, 
conciliation and consent.

He warmed the government there 
would' be grave difficulties to over
come In the election or selection of 
the members of the convention.

Asquith Pleased.
Former Premier Asquith commend

ed the propoeals heartily. "If the 
convention falls, then heaven help 
us," he said. They would have to 
admit that, tho problems similar
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Mr. Turriff:
upan
present pension law and the way It is 
administered by the pension commis
sion, precipitated by a resolution pre
sented by J. H. Burnham, Conserva
tive member for West Peterboro.

Closer Trade Relations.
CoL Currie’s resolution called for 

closer trade relations between the self- 
governing (bodies of the British Em
pire and an economic alliance among 
the entente powers. He favored build
ing up the manufacturing interests of 
Canada by the protective system, and 
denouced the advocates of free trade 
as men who wished to close the fac
tories and deprive the returning sol
diers of employment. This led to a 
mors or lees partisan debate, In thé 
course of whkfii Sir George Foster. Ob
served that you can make tariff1 liws 
"until y du are greyheaded," without 
Increasing the trade of Canada unices 
capital and labor co-toperated on terms 
of equality and the Canadian manu- 
feturar produced goods as cheap, effi
cient end tasteful as those produced 
by his foreign competitors."

Denounces Pension Scele.
The scale of pensions was denounc- 

by Mr. Burnham as parsimonious 
and he compared the pensions com
missions to the circumlocution office. 
Sir Robert Borden said the govern
ment was anxious to keep the ques
tion of pensions out of politics, and 
legislation would soon be Introduced 
on th# subject which he hoped would 
commend itself to .every member of 
the hpuse and when it passed 
be administered by an Independent 
commission. Upon the adjournment 
of the hodse It was announced that 
the budget debate would be renewed 
tomorrow.

Currie's Resolution.
Cut. John A. Currie (N. Simcoe) 

moved the adoption- of a resolution 
declaring "that In the opinion of this 
•mus#, with a view to increasing the 
.lower of the allies in the prosecution 
of the war, the government should en
te:’ Into Iinmcdit-ve consultation with 
h \ majesty's governments In Great 
B -itsIn. the oilier dominions, India and 
t: e colonics, in order, with their aid, 
to bring the whole economic strength 
ii: the empire into co-operation with 

r allies in a policy directed against 
ti e enemy."

Col. Currie said he hoped the resolu
tion wou d be discussed in &• non-par
ti -.an niajiner.
<o drdt> politics, 
to have a political truçe, tout the Llb- 

under the protection of the white 
11 Mg. had been firing on the govern
ment. Canada-, he said, was the only 
country or dominion engaged In thé 
present war which did not hope to 
I'.itain territory as a result of victory-. 
Great Britain would largely extend her 
■possessions 1n three continents, and 
Australia and South Africa would an
nex a great deal of conquered terri
tory. Finance would get Alsace-Lor
raine, and Russia, Constantinople; but 
Canada could obtain no material bene
fit from the. war unless as the resuU 
of after-the-war conditions she in
creased her trade and manufactures. 
Pitt had made war pay. and so had 
Lloyd George, and Canada had no oc
casion to be ashamed of Jhe great pros
perity which the war had brought her. 
We wanted that prpeperlty to con
tinue so there would be plenty of em
ployment
Yet the people in the Canadian west 
seemed anxious to close our factories.

Mr. Knowles (Moose Jaw) : "Who Is 
trying to close the factories?" ' 

Attacks Free Traders.
Col. Currie: "You and the other free 

traders, but you will find the public 
opinion of the country Is against you."

Mr. Turriff (Aesinlbola) : “Try it."
Col. Currie: "You will have a chance 

to learn what the country thinks of 
you In a short time.
States when a man goes about talk
ing single tax or free trade they put 
him in the lunatic asylum and his 
wife gets a divorce automatlca’lly." 
(Laughter.)

Carson's Stand Unaltered.
Sir Edward Carson, leader of the 

Irish Unionists, eatd he did not hes
itate 1 to assert he found no reason 
to modify the opinion he had always 
held, that the best solution ot the 
Irish problem lay In maintenance of 
the Union. He did not know whether 
the Ulster Unionists would accept, 
the Government's Invitation, but he 
did know that no threats would 
iiave the slightest effect. Whatever 
decision they took—and he hoped it 
would be a wise one—he would be 
with them to the end. He had not 
the least intention of deserting 
them. “I value my honor more tlfen 
anything I can owe to the govern
ment," he said.

Advances by Ulstermen.
Sir Edward explained that as a 

member of the government he natural
ly was a party to the premier’s pro
posals and he considered that by 
allowing six countiessto remain out, 
while creating a general council and 
bringing all Irishmen together, they 
would be making the best advance 
toward the ultimate reunion of all Ire
land. That proposal had been reject
ed, but not by Ulstermen who he said 
had been wrongly accused of reject
ing all advances. As a matter of 
fact all the advances heretofore had 
been made by the Ulstermen.

The Ulster leader declared that It 
was advisable that the convention, 
should be approached with 
prehension. As do the
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ronto Is not very necessary. At any 
rate It is not so necessary as raising 
food. Get out for a while eactr' year. 
We'll help to support your family 
while you are away.’ ■ i -

“Or why shouldn’t the government 
eay to Thdmas Atkins, ’ ' You can’t 
fight any more but you possess a few 
thousand dollars. x We are going to 
organize/to help such men as you to 
help the country. Buy a farm and 
raise food’.”

This Is the gist of some of the con
versation among parliamentarians to
day. A thoro national organization of 
the resources of the Dominion in man 
power appears to be on the tapis.

One member expressed the view 
that Tots, of men would be glad to go 
farming or munition making, or any
thing they were fit to do, .provided 
they were shown In what way their
^U7woayof 'three days Of conscription 
talk shows that the proposals of the 
government' are going to be received 
with favor by. the great majority of 
members of parliament, and already 
several French Liberal members have 

to the opinion that they should

no ml sap- 
suggestion

that the exclusion of the six counties 
should be ruled out of consideration 
by the convention, he said:

"I understand that Is not the case, 
but that every possible solution which 
may be put forward should be con
sidered by the convention."

He understood, and it was his wish, 
that they should enter the convention 
perfectly free, without- stipulated con
ditions; otherwise he would not be a 
party to It If everyone entered the 
convention with freedom and an hon
est desire to do hi* best for the coun
try and the empire It might be -wc- 
cessful, while on any other terms it 
would certainly tall.

Joseph Devlin, Nationalist, said 
that If this attempt did not succeed 
in pacifying Irelan dand bringing her 
freedom, It would at least have been 
an honest on#.

Curzon Conciliating.
Earl Curzon made a statement In 

the house of lords similar to the 
premier’s In the house of commons. 
Ho said the subject was on# which 
called for restraint, moderation and 
forbearance. /

“It would be well," he added, "if 
on the present occasion no attempt 
were made to revive memories which 
are charged with painful and some
times remorseful associations.”

In the j war, Ireland had heed a 
source npi of strength, but ot weak
ness. Never a, month, or even a 
week passed that the spectre of Ire
land did not cross the government’s 
path. A settlement would make It 
easier for America to throw her full

MB

light' at the convention, 
strongly opposed to the partition of >1 
Ireland, which would isolate them, and ] 
are anxious for an opportunity to make j 
claims for special treatment, whlsh < 
never so far have been definitely form- fi 
ulated.

I The real crux of the situation is to be J 
found in northeast Ulster. The Orange 
newspapers there have been extremely 1 
antagonistic; they declare themselves, 
quite contented with government from 
Westminster. But Sir John Lonsdale's 
speech In the house of commons Is 4 
regarded In Nationalist clrclde as be- J 

Jng more hopeful and It la contended 1 
that if northeast Ulster rejects the i 
convention, the government can hardly I 
allow it to hold up all settlement. Some 1 
settlement is Imperative from the fact j 
that the home njle act Is on the statute» j 
book and must come Into force before | 
the end of the war. / Tho it may be 1 
altered. It oould not be repealed by j 
any government.

If Ulster enters the convention. ; 
which le considered. In well informed ] 
circles as doubtful. It Is probable that t 
terms could be arranged to meet Its J 
fears and thus render a continuance of 'j 
Irreconcilable opposition untenable.

There will be plenty of men from all < 
sides available to form a really valu- 1 
able convention and it le thought A j 
settlement* will be reached In some 4 
way. '.. /’

Must Guard Treasury. *
With respect to finances, the pre

mier thought perhaps, he ought to 
safeguard the treaaurvj ' Irishmen 
might become unaslmsua and go to 
the chancellor of tile exchequer when 
It was a case of making a demand on 
the Imperial ..exchequer. He could not 
imagine Great Britain acting niggard
ly, but the British treasury must 
have a word to say on the sub
ject. He could only promise on be-. 
half of the government that, dhotfld 
the convention happily come to an 
agreement, the government would not 
forget that restitution and reparation 
began at home.

Mr. Lloyd George hoped sincerely 
and believed that the convention was 

_ going to have a reasonable chance of 
Succès». It ' must be held behind 
eft o »ed doors. The American states, 
he pointed out, framed their consti
tution behind closed doors;
Canada, and South Africa.

There would be a good deal of dis
cussion as to the basis of representa
tion with respect to thp 
should be nominated, tout' on this 
there would be no undue delay. The 
government had been considering that 
point, and hoped to come to a defin
ite decision in a very short time. 

Festering Sore.
He was sure that the feeling of the 

house would be general In the desire 
that the convention should solve the 
problem which had baffled the in
genuity, and he might eay, the good 
will of so many ministries for genera
tions.
lieve that nothing but special war con
siderations could have induced the 
government to take up the settlement 
of so thorny a problem in the midst 
of a great war.

"But,” he added, “when engaged in 
a life anti death struggle, we do not 
want a festering sore on our hands. 
Evidence has accumulated from many 
quarters as to the Importance from 
the war point of view of getting the 
controversy settled in order to win 
the good wCl and co-operation of the 
Irish race thruout the worl^. Irish; 
men have a passionate love of lib
erty; we want it ranged on the aide 
of the allies in this world struggle 

e for freedom, instead of having it torn 
by conflicting appeals.

“As the tight proceeded, we 
lized. more and more that we should 
need alii our Strength to win a triumph 
worthy of the sacrifices we were Mak
ing. The support of Ireland a* a 
whose is essential to victory. For that 
reason I appeal to Irishmen of aU 
sections, and especially thé patriotic 
spirit of Ulster, to help that healing.’ 

Novel Idea, Says Redmond.
John Redmond. J

leader, speaking after the* premier 
had made his announcement, said 
that for the first time In her l.latory 
Ireland had lieen asked actually to 
settle a problem for herself.

"I take It for granted," he added, 
"that all sections of Irishmen feel It 
thetr duty to come In.”

Four unsuccessful attempts,
Mr. Redmond, had been 
three successive governments to reach 
# settlement, but the present propos
al was entirly novel. Ireland was 
being asked herwelf to draft a con
stitution for her country. That pro
posal carried with It the Implied ob
ligation that Great Britain would be 
only too glad'to accept the deuietens 
arrived ,at.

Altho he was aware of the diffi
culties that were in the way. con
tinued the Irish leader, he took it for 
granted that all sections of Irishmen 
would on consideration feel It their 
duty to come In and meet their fel
low -countrymen.

"I have the hope,” Mr. Redmond
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were RETURNED SOLDIERS 
GIVEN PREFERENCE

■

11
Postmasters' Positions Be- 

> stowed With View to 
Service at Front.

V
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bodies whoNon-Coms.’ Grievances.
Hon. Frank Oliver said the pension 

rateq. were low, and the pension law 
should therefore be administered In a 
generous manner. He told of many 
cases where non-commissioned officers. 
On being wounded In action and dls- 

for dür returned soldiers, charged, found that they had been re
turned to the ranks, and therefore had 
to refund pay and accept a smaller 
pension than they were entitled to; 
and Colonel .1. D. Taylor (New West
minster) also complained of the way 
In which non■,commissioned officers 
were reduced w the ranks as soon as 
they got to the front.

Mr. Blain (Peel) defended the 'pen
sion commission, as also did Hon. J. 
D. Hazen, who acted as chairman of 
the pensions committee at the session 
of parliament, who had recommended 
the scale of pensions now in force. 

Borden Promises Redress.
Sir Robert Borden said at the last 

session of parliament it had been una
nimously agreed that the subject of 

Col. Currie urged the government to pensions should be kept out of poll- 
sLimulate shipbuilding and enter into j tics. The whole subject had been re

ferred to a select committee, and its” 
He recommendations had been adopted by 

unanimous vote of the house.' The

; ■y a Staff Reporter. .
Ottawa, May 21.—Robert Cruise of 

Dauphin was informed In the commons 
this afternoon that the government 
was giving preference to returned sol
diers In the appointment of postma»- 
ters.

byf

Cheer the Conscript on His Way
Decorate the dwelling, the business house, the workshop and the factory. The 
merchants all over Canada are showing the way by a magnificent offering of flags 
of the allies.

IS■v
ING

The minister of militia stated to Mr. 
Carvell that Lieut.-Col. George W. 
Fowler, M.P., was not In command of 
the 13th Reserve Battalion, at , Shore- 
ham.

It was stated in reply to Mr. La
pointe of Montreal (St. James) that 
the cost of the senate Hansard dur
ing the papt three years was $69,108, 
which included $494 for the special 
wag. session.

The number of recruits enlisted in 
Canada up to April 30 was stated by 
the minister of militia to be 411,723. 
Also 21,250 reservists of other coun
tries had proceeded overseas, 
included British 
British naval reservists, 1000; French 
reservists, 6000; Russian reservists, 
5100, and Italian reservists, 5000. He 
said that 94 Canadian dental officers 
had been sent overseas since Oct. 27 
last.
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closer trade relations with all the al
lies. including the United States 
saw no reason why the United tttstfcs
should not receive the same lmpehi£h "government had brought thp recom- 
preference as the British dominions mandations into force by an order-in- 
overseas, if she were willing to reels- council and* had entrusted their ad
vocate. He urged the adoption* of a ministration to an independent, non- 
rural credit system and the natlonall- Jahr.^'«^V^At tills seaston 
zaiion of railways. With national rail- ™•mde hoe„M be "niVf1 f£/Tf be« 2n bXMi “^ouldT.curaTt 
.vade lOiild be lained to Repaid as falrly and come if possible to a una-
cheaply from the west as from the nltro5ug conclusion. He therefore 
east He favored a four-storey tariff queated Mr. Burnham to withdraw 
winch would discriminate, in favor of motion 
the iillies, stilj more in favor of nations* 
of the empire, and would discriminate 
against the central powers.

New Law Not Needed.
Col. Currie created a mild sensation 

by criticizing the’ action of the gov
ernment in stopping to frame a new 
law and new machinery for purposes of 

• conscription. Why not tj.ÿvf the militia 
act put- into force? Th'it? act. amply 
authorized and provided for conscrip
tion. He thought it was a great mis
take that the overseas forces were not 
fighting as Canadian militia instead of 
being constituted under the war de
fence act. When al officer after fight
ing overseas returned to Canada he 
would be Hable to lose his title and 
have his stars go Into the waste bas
ket We should have one army instead 
of two or three. There was at present 
much bitterness between members of 
the -permanent force and members of LITTLE VOLUNTARY RECRUITING 
tho Canadian Expeditionary. Force.
The colonel who fought in the ttenches 
got six dollars a day. while the colonel 
who never left Canada drew fifteen 
dollars a day.

Government Accepts Resolution.
Sir George Foster said the govern-
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Rails for Intercolonial.
The total length of the Quebec and 

Saguenay R&tlrway from St. Anne de 
BeaUpre eastward was given by the 
minister of railways as 66 miles. He 
said 18 % miles of rails were now laid
east of St. Anne, and lh£_remamder
would be laid as soon as the rails could 
be obtained. He also said that rails 
for renewal purposes were now re
quired by the Intercolonial Railway, 
and these rails would be rolled at Syd-
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»ourdaupTo Punish “Combinesters." ’

Mr. Knowles (Moose Jaw) moved 
the second reading of his bill to 
amend the criminal code by making 
it an offence for a manufacturer to 
fix the price at which wholesalers 
must sell to the retailer and the 
price at whieh the retailer nlust sell 
to the public.

Judge Doherty, minister of Ji'isttce, 
said that if price fixing unduly 
hnneed prices it was an unreasonable 
restraint of trade, and It was already 
an offence imder* the anti-combines 
act. He was not prepared to v say 
that any public policy was violated 
bv _a vendor fixing the terms 
which property must be resold.

Upon his motion the debate was ad
journed.

the Nationalist;. ney. F-Rev. Dy
Ih.Ill Sir Edward Kemp informed Mr. Se

guin that obligatory service in Eng
land did not compel the British born 
in England but residing in the eoSonies 
to go and perform military service in 
the British army. They were free to 
enlist or not enlist In the regiments 
organized In the colonies.
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1 sosaiden-
ma.de byI Mass Meeting in Quebec

Will Oppose Conscription
OI 11

«upon Quebec, May 21.—A mass meeting 
against conscription has been an
nounced thru unsigned circulars for 
tonight on the 8L Peter Market Place, 
In the heart of the laborers’ district.

The meeting of the military cadets 
of the Quebec Seminary refused Sat
urday evening to parade at the mass 
meeting that had been called In favor 
of recruiting by Hon. Mr. Blqndln. 
Shouts of the students cried down con
scription. The meeting, however, was 
canceled later.

SLffcii Be sure your display includes A BRITISH JACK. You can get a splendid Union 
Jack, size 3’ x S’, all ready for hoisting, at
40 West Richmond St,

TORONTO
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il d.40 South McNab St. 
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Ottawa. May 21—The need for con

scription is Indicated in recruiting re
turns for the fortnight tended May 15. 

■«The total was only 2,679 for all Canada. 
It is an increase of 136 over the pre
ceding fortnight

SEE THE COUPON ON PAGE 7.
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