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gether for the furtherance of trade and industry,
and thus to give rights to whole classes of people
hitherto browbeaten by church or state or both
began in Italy; and the alliance of the cities of
the Rhine, and the Hansa League, date from the
beginning of the thirteenth century; the dis-
covery of how to make paper dates from this
time, and printing followed; the revolt of the
Albigenses against priestly dominance which
drenched the south of France in blood began in
the twelfth century; slavery disappeared except
in Spam; Wycliffe, born in 1324, translated the
Gospels, threw oflf his allegiance to the papacy,
and suffered the cheap vengeance of having his
body exhumed and its ashes scattered in the
river Swift; Aquinas and Duns Scotus delivered
philosophy from the tyranny of theology; Roger
Bacon (1214) practically introduced the study
of natural science; Magna Charta was signed in
1215; Marco Polo, whose statue I have seen
among those of the gods, in a certain Chinese
temple, began his travels in the thirteenth cen-
tury; the university of Bologna was founded be-
fore 1200 for the untrammelled study of medicine
and philosophy; Abelard, who died in 1142, rep
resented, to put it pithily, the spirit of free in-
quiry in matters theological, and lectured to
thousands in Paris. What do these men and


