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Htd that their objection aroM not t> much

from th* exiM'nM ln»olveil, ai from be-

lief that the acc«'ptMnce of the .
fopopal

would antall an liii|Hirtant departurr (ro.i)

tha principle! of wlf-governnient. which

had proved lo grt'Ot a (actor in thu prr>-

motion of imperial unity. That dcmnnd

came from th< Flint Lord of the Admiralty.

But thtre wat. an prcildent of that con-

ference, a gentleman who cheri«lie» alio the

ideal of a unitfd empire under thr prin

clple of concentration. Yet he taw th«

political aupcct of the Kituation. Mr. Cham-

berlain laid;

Tha link which unite* ui, alnio«t invwibU

u It U. iantimentBl »n It* rhararter, m one

which we would gladly Btrpngthen bnt It

Mm* to m* it liiw proved it.eir to be .o

•troDi that w* would not wi«h to siilwtitiite

for It a chain which miglit be gulling In U*

Inctdenoe.

In 190a all t»ie colonies, except Canada,

had conipnted to pay money to the Ilrltifh

admiralty. At the conference of I0()7 whnt

do we flndf The Flrat Lord of the Admir-

alty. Hijain repri'genting the men wlio have

but one point of view, the uni! of emu-

mand and strength of the IJriti^h lleet,

Lord Tweedmouth. said:

We thoroughly recognixe that we are re-

npondbl* for that defence. We want you to

help u* in that >nce. We want you to

ivc u« all tlie BMittance you can, but we

do not come to you at beggarn; we glailly

take all that you can givo u*. but at the Hanie

time, if you are not inclined to give on the

help that we hirpe to have from Jon, rit

icknowiedge our obnolute obligation to delend

the King'* dutninion* aero** the sea* to the

beat of our ability.

There i< one sea, there i-i om' umpire, and

there U one navy, and 1 want to claim in

the ttr»t place your help and in the second

place aiithmity for the illniiralty to n.iiiume

thia great eervlre without rretralnt.

That was Lord Tweedmouth 's declarii-

•tion. He spoke for the admiralty. Be-

cause of his political functions the Prime

Minister has of course to tuk*' a wider

vista of things, and this is what ISlr. Camp-

bell-Bannerman said in his address of wel-

come at the opening of tlie conference of

1907:

The First Lord of the AdmtraltT, in the same

wav, wi;i le pre-ent when naval (nie«tjons are

discussed. On this I may say. that 1 think

tlie views sometimes taken of the proper re-

lation's €* the roloTiie.a to the mother <;(.>m-

try with respect to expenditure on arma-

•nta kava been, ^ Ute, aoaww^al M^MM.
.. * do not meat yoa to-day aa eiatmaaU tar

mimey. although m» ««r«li»lly reeognlaa tha

•plrtt la which eoniribulloa* liava baaa aad*
ta tba past, and will, no dotiM, be maoa i«

the fatura. It I*, of c«ar«e, poaelbia to ovar^

extimate tha Importaaea of the requirantntt

of the ovar-awk doasinioM aa • faet«r ! ftt
expenditur*! ^t ^owavar thl* may ba. tfta

t'o4t of naval defence and the raaponaibinty

for the conduct of forelga aiair* bang t^
gather.

Tha admiralty was to receive ita flrit sat-

hack at that conference. Things had run

fairly smoothly In IMM; all ihe colonies

except Canada had chipped in their money,

but in 1907 the Prime Minister of Australia

said:

The agreement to which wa assented and

which hin -till a few yxr* to run »ill

have to be put an end to, or when ended wiFi

not be renewed, because we are not •atuhad

that this Is the best scheme in the interests

of Austrslla or Great Britain for n» to con-

tinue. We will henceforth develop our own
navv on our own line*.

Tliis is tliB history of tlie efforts of tiie

admiralty up to lOOT to get the dominions

und the colonies beyond the sen* to sub

;tcril>c money for the development and

maintenuncv of the Briti.sh navy. I cite

tiiese facts because I want to establish

that in March. I9i)9, when the Dominion

of Canada, tlirough its representatives in

the House of Common*, made an otllclnl

declaration of pulicy. it knew exactly what

the admiralty wanted. A leading news-

paper in my province, the Montreal Star,

discussing the declaration of the leader o'

the oppoiition and hla aflftrmatlon that the

admirolty had always been in favour of

a money contribution, heoded its artic.H

t)y three words which showed its stupor:

' Straight against the admiralty.' Yes.

straiglit ncainst the admiralty, but straight

also ogainst the admiralty was the whole

House of Commons on the 29th of Marcli

1009. Straight against the admiralty was

the Hon. Mr. Borden, now the Prime Min-

ister of Canada, who siiid:

In so far a . my riirht hon. friend, the Prime
Minister to-day outlined the lines of naval

defence of this country I am entirely at one

with him. I am entirely of opinion, in the

first place, that the proper line upon which

we should proceed in that regard is the line

of having a Canadian naval force of our own

T entirely believe in that. The other ejtpen

ment has been tried as between Australia and

the mother country and it has not worked

satisfactorily In any respect.
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