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If appears from the ftate of the Fifhery, which is fubjolaed to
thefe remarks, that there were 3288 boats or ihallops fitted out, in
^771, horn the different ports, harbours, and bays, in and about
Newfoundland

; and each (hallop, on an average, is allowed to
take in a feafon three hundred quintals of fifh, which produce
thirty-hx galloiy of oil, and to employ feven men. In the fame
year wc find 244 banking veflels ; and each banker, at the loweft
computation, takes ten thoufind quintals of fifli, and makes two
tons of oil ; but during the lalt year not rbove half the number
of veflels were font =:o the banks. The number of boats were
alio confiderably tl;runifhed, and confequently there h.ts been
lels demand for our manufidures at home, lefs fifh and oil
ca'-ried to market, ind a number of men thrown out of employ.
The army and navy have indeed received them with open arms;
but, when our manufadurcrs are forced to turn foldiers and
failors, we have no great reafon to be pitafed with our fif.iation.

A decay of trade prefagcs a decay of empi/e. It is ^mmeicc
which nas given Great Britain all her confequence and grandeur

;

it has been commerce alone which has enabled her to ellablini
Jicr authority in the four quarters of the habitable globe, and
rendered her at once the terror and admiration of thcAVorh'. It

/^i-j k therefore with infinite concern I found that this important
and invaluable trade was fo confiderably diminilhed ; and I truft
I fhall not be reproached with having written with an indecent
or intemperate warmth on a fubjeft k> interefting to this country,
efpecially when the occallon of this extraordinary decreale is

confidered ; and then perhaps even Sir Hugh Palliler, on whofe
condudc I have delivered'my fentiments fo freely, may have reafon
lo tliank me for my moderation.

Unconneftcd as I am with trade, it will poflibly be expeded
tliat I Ihould account for the very adive part which 1 have taken
in a matter where I can have no immediate intereft ; and the nc-
ctflity of explaining the motives of my condu(ft is the greater,
fincc oceafion may be taken to attribute them to the influence of
party. It has, indccil, become fafhionable of late years to ftip--

xuatize as rebels, or at Icafl as republicans, all thofe'who do not
c implicitly


