
[Assembly

^erhour; from
'lere the cur-
ibont two and
confident that

' mMy im-
?ht time and
sr side of the
in and only
more safe to

foul weather

•eiari/ of the
at capacity.

^iffalo.

i^fie, State

ement : \

avigator of
Jiave had
Alabama,

ave heard
le Niagara

Ida shore,

oy knowJ-

from the

> and the

a storm;

i is pro-

ipede or

liand the

proposed

id assist

H he, as

3g down
essel or

'poso of

a ship

a shore,
' three-

I
No. 200.]

fourths to one mile; which, when constructed will be of great
service, and will render what is now a very difficult and almost
unavailable navigation vastly improved by this work; having as
I am informed but a single lock of about four and a half feet lift.

This work when done must entirely remove all objection now
urged by the opponents of this project, as the navigation in this
case would not be obstructed but improved. Niagara river is not
in any sense, either now or has it within my knowledge ever
been, the harbor for the commerce of the lakes or used at all for
that purpose at the city of Buffalo; nor is it true as is repre-
sented by the opponents of this project that EuHalo harbor is a
terror to the mariners upon the western lakes. Buffalo harbor is
as accessible, as commodious, as easy of entrance in any and all
weather as the majority of harbors on our lakes. Niagara river
can never be made available as a harbor for the commerce of the
city of Buffalo in my judgment, as the velocity of the current
would entirely forbid the use of its waters for such a purpose.
The navigation of the river, and the commerce upon its waters
was not the last season or two of any great amount or impor-
tance, mostly confined to wood and rafts towed up and down by
steam tugs. Upon this whole subject I am of the opinion that
this proposed bridge built with suitable draws would not injure
materially, or prejudice the interests of parties interested in the
limited navigation of the river, and that the commerce that
would cross this bridge when built would vastly exceed in
amount, that which would pass along the waters of the river
and therefore the project should have a favorable consideration
at the hands of the Legislature.

Albany, April 4, 1857.

c u .1 . .
^'^' PERKINS,

subscribed and sworn to this 4th
\

day of April 1857, before me, \
S. Wakeman, Chairman of the Standing Committee on commerce
and Jfavigation.

State of New-York,
City of Buffalo,

Afladavit of Capt. Wm. Moore, for twenty years engaged as a
navigator of the lakes, and for five years engaged as an agent for
the business of Marine Insurance.

William Moore being duly sworn, deposes and says : I have
been acquainted with the navigation of the lakes for the last twenty
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