
introdu' on. ix

Waller and Thomas Randolph ; and Jeremy Tavlor the

fZLr^l^^H •'^".^ ^iYine/^ Edward^ King^ Ift^wkS!

St rfhl If H'u'''^ ^°^" Cleveland, the partisan

pIl.Tn .
^^^ ^}^^^{}^^ Koyahsts

;
and Henry More, thePlatoms

,
were his fellow-students. Milton does not seemto have been popular amongst the more boisterous spirits

ot his college, who "nicknamed him 'The Lady' on
fnr"^.^""' A '^ ^^.'^ complexion, feminine and graceful

mo?nk^" R f
l"""'" .haughty delicacy in his tastes and

nn?. 11 u^.\-
university career appears to have been

Drob."h
^ ,^""'""''

^"u^
he acquired a reputation that wasprobably due as much to his personal qualities as to his

literary successes During his residence at Cambridgehe was tuning his lyre for higher flights; though,
"'ith the exception of the lines On Shakespeare}^ ^^
and another minor poem, all his compositions remained

lA.^^ni'f"P^- ^l^h^ ^^^^^ Elizabethan did not die till
1016, Milton may have seen him on one of his visits toi-ondon. It IS at any rate certain that during this part of

^^n us of thf^?^"^^^''
^^ 1?^"* ^ ^'''^'"^ appreciation of thegenius of this dear son of memory, great heir of

J^w . . ^ magnificent oAt, On the Mornine^'"^'^^'*^^^^»
of thrtsfs Nativity, called by Hallam " perhaps

^^
the finest in the English language," was written in his
twenty-first year. While engaged^ i^i this composit on he

.

wrote a Latin poem {Elegia Sexta) to his Italian
tnend, Charles Diodati, who had been a school- ^®®
fellow of his at St. Paul's. To the student of Milton's life

of fh^""^";
'" of interest, as in it he expresses his conception

of the nature of the training necessary for the highest formof poetry. "For those who would speak of high matter?the deeds of heroes, and the counsels of thi gods for'those whose poetry would rise to the prophetic strain notwine and conviviality are fitted, but spare Pythagorean

tV^t .-"''^"^ ^r^ °^ P"^^ ^^^^^' ^ "f^ even fscetlcm its abstinence, and scrupulously pure—
Biis etenim sacer est vates, divumque sacerdos •

bpirat et occuitum pectus et ora Jovem."
'

But it is not here alone that he expresses himself thusJtven m the Apolo(ry for Smectymnuus, written after hehad embarked "in a troubled sea of noises and hoarse
^

1 Prefixed anonymously to the Shakespeare FoUo of 1632.


