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volopmont of its rich resources. T venture to call

it by Olio cominou iianio, the Nortli Piicific American
coast; and I venture to predict that in its entire length

and breadth, extending from tlie banks of the Colum-
bia river, in Oregon, to Mount St. Elias, in Alaska, it

will become immediately a common ship-yard for the

American continent, and speedily for the whole world.

Europe, Asia, South America, and even the Atlantic

American States, have either exhausted or are ex-

hausting their native supplies of timber and lumber.

Their hist and only resort must be to the North Pacific

region I have described. I noticed with pleasure and

without surprise the beginning of a whale fishery in

Puget Sound, and T discou'^sed in the Spanish language

with lumber traders from Cliili. The scenes of indus-

try I witnessed along the sound astonished me when
I reflected that the entire population of Washington

Territory is only eight thousand souls. The European

emigrant has hardly reached that coast, and the Chinese

are scarcely known there. In their absence the In-

dians seemed to be assuming the habits of civilization,

in obedience to an extraordinary demand for labor.

Sagacious persons in the Atlaniic States and in Europe

were before me in apprehending this interesting con-

dition of things, and I think in foreseeing the destiny

of the North Pacific shores. They had already pro-

jected railroa<ls calculated to concentrate the necessary

labor upon the shores of Puget Sound, where the

steamboats are ready to distribute it throughout the

whole archipelago. This distribution is inevitable.

The lumber and metals of Puget Sound are indeed

vast and magnilicent. They might for a time supply

tiie local demand of the Pacific American shore, but

they are altogether inadequate to the wider commer-


