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anonymous gospel of uncertain author-

ship, of uncertain date, the product

of an uncritical age, containing matter

apparently mythical, and written in

the interest of a particular religion.

From considering the authenticity ana

sufficiency of the evidence, Gladstone,

by his faith in the Bible, is debarred.

So, in his critical work on Butler, he is

debarred from free and fruitful dis-

cussion by the assumption, which he

all the time carries with him, of the

authenticity of Revelation. His faith

in the inspiration of the Bible seems

to go so far as to include belief in the

longevity of the Patriarchs before the

flood.*

' " The immense longevity of the early generations

oi mankind was eminently favourable to the pre-

servation of pristine traditions. Each individual,

instead of being, as now, a witness of, or an agent in,
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