
zu INTRODUCTION

to the military court, containing the reasons why
he opposed the German government, militarism

and the war. These letters are powerful indict-

ments against these institutions as well as against

international capitalism—the breeder of war.

"The cry of 'down with the war' is meant to

give voice to the fact that I thoroughly condemn

and oppose the present war because of its his-

torical nature; because of its general social causes;

the particular way in which it was brought about;

the manner in which it is conducttd and the object

for which it is fought. I oppose it also in the be-

lief that it is the duty of every representative of

the proletariat to take part in the international

class struggle for the purpose of putting an end

thereto. As a Socialist, I am a thorough-going

opponent of the existing military system as well

as of this war. I have always supp>orted with all

my power the battle against militarism. Its over-

throw is a particularly important task for the

working class of all countries to perform; in fact,

it is a matter of life and death to them.

, "In partnership with the Austrian govern-


