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•gUM W(tn nrxt Mi.t to RnRland, thn Union
Aot WM niibmlttml to tbn liniHirlal Varll»nient.
pMRml that ho<ly on 'hn Wtli of Mnrnh, IHA7, ami
on tlin IT't'l iif Mnv llt-r Mitjeitty'f. prooliuimlUin
wiM Iwiiitid that tliii iHimlnlon o; Canada 8hould
oonid Into uxlntonre on tlin Int of July, IMn. By
thi) (i>rniN of tliu Act. old (Canada was dl»ldn<l
Into tlm two Provinces of Ontario and Quobtto
for lh« i""T<"<'i' of local l<^t«llltlon in ISTOthU
(iovt^riinixnt of tt n Diiinlnlon nan «xt<«ndrd ovpr
thft NorUiw*""! TiTrltortfs, out of which the
Provlnc<*nt Manltolm WKA <*rect«d : InlHTl, orrr
HHtlRh Columbia : and In IH7H ovur I'rlnOQ Kd-
ward Island. Nxwfoiiiidl.'ind still choosen to re-
main out In Iho cold for the prmunt. but tbo tpii

denny of HTents Is d«cli.,Mlly In favor of lier

ibortly oomlnu Into the confmlcracv, for the
Tcxnd ((uention of thn treaty rlKhts of th« Kntnch
In respect of the HshTles and several otter rea-
«ons point to thn coi,iuniinaMuu u( tbla poller at
no distant date."

As ezprcjalag much more tersely
aad clearly than I rau, tbe

OBSAT XXTBNT
of the terrltorv or this government to
the north of tho Uni*')d States, I take
the following from Mr. Oraut'a valu-
able work, "Ocean to Ocean :" Travel a
thousand miles up a great river; more
than another thousand alt'ii; great
lakes and a sucjession of srr aller lakes;
a thousand miles across rolllufcnrairies,

and another thousand through woods
and over mountains, and you havp
traveled from ocean to ocean through
Canada. And this country' is a single
colony of the British Empire; and this
colony la to day dreaming magniflcent
dreams of a future when it shall be the
"Greater Britain," and the highway,
across which the fabrics and products
of Asia shall be carried to the eaitern
as well as the western side of tb# At-
lantic "

THE HISTOBIOAL PART

of these middle two thousand miles
commenced with the orgaiiization of
the Hudscn Bay Co., In 1670, during the
reign of Charles XI., to trafllj on the
shores of Hudson's Bay and the streams
flowing therein, in asection then called

Rupert's Land, In honor of Prince Ku-
pert, a brother, I think, of the king.

THEIR CHARTER,
as was tbe custom of those days, was
exclu&ive, really giving them tnta ter-

ritory in vaoaaiage to the Crown, with
rights to make Taws and carry on a
form of government, of cour.w to be
approved by the Crown, and the con-
trol of any trade therein—a» least they
have claimed this, and so acted, which
fcction has at least been tacitly admit-

te<i by the Imperial Government. For
nearly one hundreii and flfty veara
they oont1ne<l themselvee to the shores
of that bay, not pushing their trading
ptats into the interior, or at least not
into the Red or H&skatchewau vullfys,
oi what is now known as the
NORTHWiDST TERRITORY AND RRITIEH

COLUMBIA.
Varennea de la Veraudrye, with an

expedition fitted out by himself in
Lower Canada, in 1784, came up the
Ht. Lawrence and the lakes to Thunder
Bay, on the north shore of I^ake Hupe-
rlor, and from there by the rivers ami
lakes of what is now known as the
"Dawson Route," to tied river. He
landed liore, and on the south bank of
the AHHlnneboin, built a fort at the
pointof its Juncture with the l{e<i River
nearly opposite the present Fort Garry,
which is ou tbe north k>ank of the
Aasinneholn. lie called this post Fort
la Eougo, and it was doubtless the
name of this Red Fort on its binks,
that In early days gave the name of
Red River to a stream whos^ waters
and clay subsoil of its banks are most
decidedly whitish. (For further ex-
plorations of De la Veraudrye, see
notes on 8t. Biniface, hereafter).
Following these flrst white men in

this valley, came others, until, as
early as 1762, Fort La Rouge was
known as an established trading post,
frequented by the Coureura da bota
from the French establishmert at
Mackinac, Lake Michigan, who cime
here to trade with the Omahas and
Assinneboins. Although by the Ver-
sailles treaty, In 1763, the French were
obliged to give up their North Ameri-
can possessions to England, they still,

with others then British subjects in
Montreal continued in increasing num-
bers, their trade in this section, coming
by their old original route, via Thunder
Bay, and also via Iia Polnte, on "^f?) •in-

line Island, near Bayfield, soul
of Lake Bjperior, and up past wli i is

now Duluth, to the head of St. Luu s
Bay at Fond du Lac, and so across
jolmug the Thunder Bay route on
Rainy River. These adventurers, how-
evt r- 'jelonging to iudlvldual enterprl
ses—pushing their trade north, came
in contact with the employes of the
Hudson Bav Company.
This condition of aflfkirs continued, I

the French cr Canadians, still in

creasing their tnule for some irenty
years, when these, until then, lillviu-
uul trader.4, -n the principal of thm, in
17ai, formed a p >werf\il oombii4ion,
called

rum KORTHWBST OOMPAin

Tbis was not a chartered but a pr«te
c irporatlon. They inoreasetl >ry
largely tlieir previous area of trader-
tending even through to the Pao^.
Their trailing l)oats loaded with go4g
or furs traverE<Hl the continent

i

every direction thi. 'igh the connect
rivers and lakes fh)m Montreal to Pi
get's HoUMd on the Pacific.

Home Idea of tlie extent to which tbt
Northwest Company have pushed
their trude may be seen in the (act that
in lR4fi they had some sixty trading
posts in this region, ptlnclually in the
valleys of the Red Saskatchonan.
Athabasca, etc. This condition of
tr^de and occupancy of this aectloii.

continued undisputed, at least so far as
the Red River was concerned until

1811 when, at the solicitation of Lord
Uilklrk, one of the stockholders of thn
Hudson Bay Company, that company
laid claim to the exclusive Jurisdiction,
under their charter, over this immense
region and in 1812 they established
their first Fort and Trading post on
Red River near tbis place. Coming
thus Into so close daily competition tJie

siate of affairs went from bad to worse,
resulting in great injury t(j both com-
panies, and finally bloodshed. In one
of their aflVdys the commanding ofB-

eer of the H. B. Company was kllltxl.

The result of this regular battle brought
both companies to their senses, and
soon after in 1821 these two competi-
tors formed a coalUIon continuing un-
der the chartered name of the Hudson
Bay Company. The company so con-
solidated, ccntiniied In untiiftputed pos-

seHslon until 1866 when they sold tnelr

right to their exc! usive trade and Juris-

diction claimed under their old charter
over this entirei portion of British

America and British Columbia, receiv-

ing some $1,500,000 cadh.and one-twen-
tieth of the land with espec al reserva-

tures about some of their posts, fully

50,(X)0 acres.
8o this great Northwestern arcs,

hitherto known as Rupen's Land or

Hudson Bay Territory has really been

open to settlement, ocrupanoy and


