
[ 34 ]

<:aHed forth, in times of war, v.hen the King*^

Minifters, did not poffefs, and deferve to poflcfs^

the lull confidence of the nation ; and this is th^

real diftini^ion, between the exertions of a free

people, and of thofe who are under an abfolute

government. In the one, the conduft of public

affairs, is ever entrufted, in times of danger, ^o

thofe in whom the people can confide -, and then,

every man's zeal for the general profperity, exert$

itfelf with full force. In defpotic governments,

on the contrary, the Minifters of the Crown, are

chofen, without any a^tenuon to the widies of the

people, who, if the choice happens to be im-

proper, foon becoiiic difgufted, and difcouraged,

by every want of fuccefs j and neither the naval

nor the military officers, can be expected, to per*

form their duty, with becoming zeal or alacrity.

In abfoluto governments, indeed, this want of

zeal, may be counteradid, by ftrid difcipline an^

exemplary punifliment, which, in fome degree,

may compenfate th? want cf zeal $ but in a go^.

vernment like ours, if the Minifters of the Crown,

have loft the public opinion, they dare not punil^

the moft negligent offi:er j and nothing therefore

can be fubftituted, with us, irftead of that gene-

rous zeal, which is the natural charadleriftic qf

freedom.

If the executive power of the State, for the pur-

pofe of condu(5ling the war, were placed in proper

hands, regulations might be made, for coni:rolling

the dift)urrement ov the Public Money, in fuch

a manner, as to remove, in fome degree, the na-

tural and commendable fufpicion and jealoufy of
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