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fincerity and confidence nouriHied hope and the a«5livity neccf-

fary to the planter : but by what undermining and imperceptible

fatality have we {een a houfe worth twenty thoufand livres fold

for fix thoufand, and habitations all on a fuddcn lofe one half

and two-thirds of their intrinfic value ? Fortunes waftc away,

and fpecie is more fcarce than ever j confidence is loft, and the

difcouragement becomes general; the plaintive cries of dillrcfs

are heard on every fide, the precious name of fubjed of France

is feen to be eclipfed, and the fatal decree concerning the com-

merce of Louifiana gives the lafl: fatal ftroke to the colony,

that muft totally annihilate it. The Spanifli ftandard is fet up

at Balife and at the Illinois, and other places : no titles, no pa-

tents were prefented to the fuperior council : time flies apace,

the delays fixed for the liberty of emigration will foon expire,

force will tyrannifc, we k^-ift: live in flavery and loaded with

chains, or precipitately 'te eftablifliments delivered down

from the grandfather to I...- grandfon. All the inhabitants and

merchants call upon you, their fovereign lord the king, Lewis

the well-beloved j their treafures and their blood arc ofllrcd,

they are refolved to live and die French.

** Let us proceed to rcfume the points of the charge, grievances

" and imputations. Mr. Ulloa has caufed counfcUors, named by

*' himfelf, to take cognizance of fafts, which fliould by right be

«« determined by the fuperior council, relative to the fubjcds of

** France alone . the fentenccs have been fignificd and put in exe-

** cution againft meffieurs Cadis and Lcblanc j Mr. lUlua has fup-

** ported the negroes, dilT.uisfied with their mafters; the commidary

«• of his catholic majefty has prefented fo the fuperior council

*' none of his titles, powers, and provifiun<. ; has not exhibited ar

*• copy of the a6t of ceflion, in order to have it regi/tcrcd ; has,

'* v.ithout the faid indifpenfiiblc formalities, fct up tiic .Sj)anini

•* ftandard at Balife, at the Illinois, and other places j hn'<, with-

«* out legal authority, puniflicd and opprcfTcd fubjc4ts of France ;

•• has


