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I leavo the a.ffricultural rcsoui-cos, with a firm conviction,

tliat in this r('S[)oct, as in others, tho country has been grossly

inisreprosontcd.

It will bi3 soon from these statements that this solitary

bu.irbear of tho ("olony, tho " tcrrihhi winter," mi,t!;ht as M'cil

bo loft alone, for in most parts o.\(('|it tho extreme north its

hori'or consists more in it solitiirte tiian severity. If, as in

Canaila and the Kiistern States, the interior ji>entlcmen could
have lots of sleiLrliinf"', with soniethiiiii vei-y pretty pnd warm
r()IIed up in f;:rs liy their sides all tiie time, it would not bo
fciUHid I think so very much. In su(!h latiMides a ('alilornia

winter camiot l)e expeeted, thoim'h iier winter one year in

tiiron is more devastatin'i' and ruinous than yours witii all its

severity during,' the wiioh; tinu;. Indeed, I have never met
a country so (roe from tliosc dire calamities which pe''iod"

icallv visit tiie world as this. VVIiOro are your floods, lires,

huri'icanes, earth(piaUes, diMuiuht that with sucii a crmd hand
constantly in other jihices hiy men so low, so ruined, so
crushed? in the. absence of these playurs suixdy yon can
bear with tho severity of a winter, whiidi at the worst only
stops woi'k in ojien air two or three times duriiif;- the season.

I have had some expi'i'ien<'e in C'iililornia dnrinu' the last

seventeen years in these matters and know what they are.

Let me tell von something almut llwrn Ho v(ni know what
a lar";e city laid in ashes mean> II; IVC you ever seen a
vast ocean of (ire sweepin;:' onwards with liirhtninp.- speed,

on every side; (Mn'Iin<>' up the lofty spires in wreaths of anjrry

flame, devourint>- the mansions of the rich, the hovels ol the

poor, the haunts of the vicious, the asylum.-, of the destitute,

and coiimuiiu'linL!; all ill one vast and (UMi.mon ruin? It is

but tho work of an hour—yet how terrible that work. To
see stern men who had irone to bed rich, delicate and refined

women accustomed to the elei^ancies and luxuries of wealth,

children who never knew want wandering to and fi'O in

multitudes, without a homo, without clothes, without food,

crushed and helpless and no relief at hand, is a sijiht that

tries mens' souls indeed. Ibit you have none of tliis, you
have none of tliis in your midst, and God grant you may stdl

be spared. Do you know what a country deluged by floods

means? Have you over seen a vast inland sea, a hundred
miles long and forty miles wide, the work of a \'q\v days, but
raging and surging lor Avccks, and la%ing a paralyzing

baud on all it touches? Jlave you ever stood on some lofty

eminence and viewed tho utter hopeless wreck of life that

lies stretched out on all sides as far as the eye can cari'y ?

The work and reward of years lost in an hour—J^ieautiful

homes crushed to pieces or swept away, noble cities sub-
merged and surrounded l>y a desolation as sublime, though
not as fatal as that which wiped out all traces of the once
proud Babylon and Nineveh ? Have you ever seen tho

darkness of the storm,_night prevail by day, when it seemed
as tliongh you could raise your hand and clutch tho murky
heavens above as they poured and poured down their endless


