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Then till- jioiiil, iiM to I lie liiid water; ixh tho Rrnrc uiii|> shows, mikI as oM people in Curie-

toil (iic.;onliiif,'' to Mr. Iliiiuiiiy) still reineinlxT, tlie low iriouii<l of wiucli we speak was
cut ott" from tlio main shore l>y a Ijttlo rnarsh, through which run a small ort>ek, which
wiiH lilled at hi<rh tide, iiiakini? an island of the mound. Under HUeh conditions good
water within the fort was un impussihility, aii<l it eoiild he jillle hetter than that whieh
flowed outside. ThiN is les.i prol.ahly the ease with Tortland Toiiit, which is on high
ground hacked hy rocky hills, conditions which should jjive good wnl'v IVoiu wcHk.

So much for the site of Oharnisay's fort. l!ut w here waH La Tour's ? In the next

passage we are. told :
" It would hive hcen in my opinion hetti'r placed hehind the island

where vessels anchor, aiul where i( would have been higher, and in conse(|uence not

commanded l)y other neighbouring places, and would liavi' hud good water as in

tliat wiiich was l)uilt hy the said late Sieur de la Tour." \a\ Tour's fort, then, stood

Ijchiud the island where vessels anchor. Is there any ambiguity here '^ Can it i)ossihlv

mean anything other than that it stood on the other sidi' of (lie island (l)ehind it) from

Oharnisay's, on the shore opposite which vessels an< hor ^ This di'seribes I'ortland Point
to perfe.tioii ; it descril)es )>o other site on the harbour. Vessels cannot lie behind any
island out of reach of its guns. It stood on higher ground, Penys .said, and not com-
manded by neighbouring phuca,' Portland IV.int is mu.h higher than Navy Island and
not commanded by it, thougli it is comm:iiiiled by Fort Howe Hill. But thii conditions

of to-day are very dili'erent from those of two huudr(>d and more years ago. Then, as wo
know irom records lelt by the early settlers, the whole present site of the city, and pre-

sumahly that of the late city of Portland, was covered by a dense growth of trees. Prob-

ably through these the small forces of any enemy likely to attack the fort would iiud it so

dilhcult to (Irau- ( annon and mount them thai the heighi.s of Fort Howe were considered
to be practically useless. There is eertainly no hill or height readily accessible from the

water which commands llie Portland Point site. The ease was dilferent with Navy
Island, upon which r.-mnon could be landed under shelf, r and turned against a fort ou
the Oarlelon shore. We mu.->t admit this (liscrepaucy in Deny.s' narrative ; hut in the light

of the probabiliiy we have mentioned it appears to us to count for very little agains^i the

very acurate location implied by his preceding words, It is the only real discrepancy

in his narrative. Moreover, there is no other lorality tibuui the harbour to which the same
objection is not in great measure applicable, aiul certainly no other to which the full

description so well applies.

That there was an old French fort at I'ortland Point is well known It stood on

what is to-day a grassy knoll, abrupt and commandina-, at IIk^ .^outli eiul an<l east side of

Portland sireet, iit the head of IJankine's wharf. Its ruins were found hy the New Vaux-

land settlers when they reached the, harbour in 1702, and upon its site, oin> of them,

James Simonds, built his house, choosing it because it was already cleared.^ No other

site of an ancient fort is kiujwn al»out the harbour, except the two we have mentioned,

I The stralivi<: vulue ef both the Fort Dntlerin and the Fort Froderick .sites has been pointed out by Afr. ])olo

and Mr. Haniiay. in tliis ri.^spt'i't Pertlaiul ruin! i.s a uio.sf fonnidalilo rival to botli tlii> fomu'r I'lacp..^, .niul con-

Hidcrinsr tlie sliort range oftlie cannon oftlie time railier lu'tli^r tluui oiilicr oCtliem.

' i\lr. M. II. I'erlev, in Ins li-ctnro on tlie " Kaiiy History of New I'.runswick," printed in /Jluciiiimial R,ricii',

Vol. IV, No. !), says: "Tliey [IVabody, Simonds and Wliite] arrived on the ]9tli of .May, 17ii:i and landed at

Portland Point, wliere tlioro was a »mall tleariiij; and the trnco.s of an old French fort." .Mr. I'orley a]n„ mentions
that skeletons liavobeen foiind Here. Mi},'lit they be tlio.ie (if the defenders of La Tonr's forl.wlioni ('harnisay so
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