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tion restrictioi. policy on the other. Mr. Aves does wello draw attention to it, since it has such a significant bear-ing on the problem confronting the United Kingdom. The
Australian Socialist is seized of the same great fact Heknows the immense volume and value of our production. He
sees that this enormous asset is shared amongst 4,000 000
of people. He reasons that if he increases the divisor' the
quotient must decrease proportionately. Hence he desi.cs
so strongly to limit the divisor strictly to its natural
inciease. He does not see that economicallv what appears
in one aspect as a divisor is, in another, a multiplier as well
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X1^5,UO0,000, the wage market is certain to be elastic
Close analysis of the statistical tables reveals fairlv

hlTv,'" fn ' "^ ':*'"' ^^'""'^ ^''^'y ^^-onomist admits t"obe the ,.robHble result of State compulsion in the matter ofwork and wages. That the minimum fixed tends to becon>e
the maximum earned is evidenced by the tables appearing
.It p. 49 which show that only 25 per cent to 35 percent of the workers engaged in various trades earn amountsabove the minimum. The statistics and the very elaboJate
analysis and comment on the problem of the slow', a^ed and
infirm worker again confirm the warnings that have been
given. Trades Ln.ons are the aristocracy of labour, andthe minimum wage may become a legislative sanc'tionthe maximum a privilege. In answer to inquiries Mr. Avcs
elicited op.nion.s from employers and emplovees on thi
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''"^«^"^" -P'oyens ma/ntaiued that kfaNoured the larger firms

; some larger firms maintainedthe opposite view. Individual instances are cited w"thevidence proving both conclusions. Xothiiii. can be mo,"convincing as showing .he almost insuperable difficultv iithe prob om of an equitable adjustment between the co.,-
flicting claims of economy and humanity. It is difficult torecord a ^.rdict on the point, but no,.? should be formedwithout a careful penisal and a still closer and wide,'mves igation of the facts of the case as outlined in pp. 5 t"56 of the Report. One significant fact well worthy of
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