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Manitoba Climate.

Dr. Patterson presented the following paper
cuthaclimate of Manitoba at the recent immi-
gration convention :

Inx carrying on your work of turning the
stroant of immigration to this country, s
most important point will be to correct tho
erroneous impression which to a certain ex-
tent prevails abroad, that our climate is ore
of wrusual and almost unbearablo severity.
Thoes-who hold this impression are loth to
part with it, because they have received it

from friends, residents here, and the public

TocS.

F I tho past when writing to friends we
rathsr taken a pride in quoting extraordmary
low readings of the thermometer, at the same
timo saserting that we did not feel the cold.
We heyo been fond of sending home winter
viewsof various kinds, with ourselves in the
b{ yund wrapped totheeyesin fur, Again,
correspoudonts often send to foreign news-
papers statements not warrarted by the facts,
nisking their articles aturactavo by wxaggora-
Hiom, #nd as much sensationeiism as can well
besrown into them. Is it to bo wondered at,
that, in warmer climates, people have the
sana fLeas of our winter, and vur modes of
lisiog, that wo haveabuuat the Arctic region,
vbtaiged from pictures of ice dwelliugs, tur
Zlothing, and reading of seal oil and blubber
for Joud.

Wo must correct our own habits in theso

igdlars. The information we givo shonld

ths truth, and nothing but the truth.
Our cjimato is not an Arcuc ono; itisnot o
tzapictl ono ; eur summers are warm, but nut
to0 bot; our spring and fall months can
scarcaly be cqualled 1o any part of the world;
and we bavo about two months, viz., from
the 20th of Decomber to the eud of February
«f quifo cold weather, during which tho ther-
meesster does occasionally drop inte the
{ortiee; It should bo clearly explained that
_when theso lov readiugs do oceur, thoe atmos-
“phate is calm, sud wbat we call dry, and
thet this 15 the reason why Ju aggiess below
£oro ¥ not more uupleasaut (if as much so)
than dftcon degrees below, with the wind s
¢comraun in thueast. That at 40 below, with
slighs common senss Frecnutions as to cloth-
ipg, with the dry calm atmosphere, and the
dry crisp snow, tho ordinary occupativns of
©veiy day ruaral life can bo followed with as
wmuch-comfort as in manysections of the cast
!.;5 south, onjoying much higher tempera-
e,

Avother upiost offect our correspondence
sud «nsational press items havoe had, is that
w¥ery atorm thatpasscs over thocastern states
angd yrovinces, aud they have quito a fow of
shom, is there determined by thoterm. ¢ A
Normhwest  cyclong,” or “A  Manitoba
oSxxard.” It is a well estblished fact that

1o our lower clovation above tho sea
W8 than tho regions 1o tho cast, tho west

and the south of us, we onjoy almost total
immunity from blizzards and cyclones. We
are very little more in the storm belt than
wo are in the orange belt.

Qur climato is at all times a seasonable one.
Our summers arg warm enoogh and moist
onough to securc most rapid and prolifie
vegetation. The days are long bright and
warm, the nights cool and refreshing. Im
my statistics of temperature I do not take
this season or last as especially favorable,
but I quote the first my eye reached upon
opening tho record. In the year- 1830, as
recorded at St. John’s Collego, Winnipeg. the
mean temperature for the whole five months,
May. June, July, August and September was
5Y-47,

Our spring months are delight{ul—the
rays of the sun, from an uwnclouded sky,
couso the snow to gradually melt and moisten
thesnil. Farmiug operations begin early in
April, The mean temperature for twe
months «f March and April 1850 was 19-77,

Qur fall months are of a similar chiaracter,
specially favorablo for the agricultural ocen-
pations of harvesting, threshing and plough-
ing The mean tomperature for October and
November, 158), was 25-86.

Our winter inunths, though culd are not so
sovere a3 to materially iuterfere with out.
door rural occupations. The mein tompera.
ture for December. January and February,
1880, was 0-12 The mean teraperature for
the wholo year 31-82, warmest day in the
year,80.8 ; coldest day. H.4.

Ivinay bo asserted with overy confidence
that for ten mounths out of the year our cim-
ato is surpassed by fow. It is also absolutely
safe to suy that there is less sufferi g with
cold in Manitoba during an ordinary winter,

than in auy of tho provinces and states rear- -

er to tho Atlantic coast. It 18 pot simply
cold weather that 1s unbearable, 1t 1s cold
and damp weather 1that bringsexwreme suffers
ing. Our dry, cold weather i3 tonic nnd
bracing in its ofscts. not pbysically exhaust-
ing as tho mitder, damp aund stormy wiuters
of tho east.

J. J. Hill, Fsq., president of tho Great
Northern railway, says: It 1s o well os-
tablished fact that the further north cither
vegetablo or aurmal lif isdeveloped, the batter
is that developmeot—a better qualuty of
grain is raized ot the most northern limig at
which it can be raised, than at any point
{farther south.”

Archibald irelandeaya: ** A climate which
i3 cold in winter is the kind in which animal
and wegetablo 1fo is best doveloped. You
cannot raizo the best wen or best wheatina
warm climate.”’

Visitors to Manitoba from the balmy south
are at once struck by tho ruddy complexions,
tho healthy apoesrauce, the firm muscle, aud
tho mental sturdiness and solidity of onr
people.  Whilst wo are cqaally strack by the

spare, swarthy, rritable, or sallow, languid
lymphatic appearance of the inhabitants of
warm climates.

What better proaf of the salubrity of our
climate can vou find than the business ability,
the fino physiques, and the excellent health
enjeved by those officials of the Hudson Bay
¢ompany. who have spent the most of their
lives in the Northwest. travelling constantly
from post to post during tho winter months
without any shelter at night.

That the climato is 2 good one for the de-
velopment of man is shown by the fact. that
thoss who have come here during the last
twenty years have not doteriorated. but stand
to-day the equal ofany other reoploin mental
and physicial vigor, independent thought and
action,

That the climate is a good one for the pro-
pocation of our race is shown by our school
population, which is larger in proportion to
! our whole population than most others,

That our climate is not the severe one that
1t 18 belisved by many to be, is shown hy the
average attendance at scheol of all children
of school agn. being about equal in winter
| and summer except in sparsely settled rural
* districts. Yet. our climate isnot an Italian
t ane. and wo do not wish to so represent it, or
‘ have it.

What are the essentinls of a good chmate ?
H ¥ =soni ©
' 1st  Purity of nir—No purer air circulates
| an Gaod's carth than our prairic breezes. 2nd,
Freedom from storms of wind, rain, and dust.
As Isaid bofore wo enjoy special immunity
irom cyclones und blizzerds. and whoover
saw g dnst or sand storm in Manitoba. Srd.
Abundant sunshine. Tho number of abrol-
! utely clear, sunshiny days in this country
1s not exceeded in any other good agricaltural
country habitable by whito mer.  We have
an average of two hundred clear days. oat of
the three hundred and sixty-five. In Great
Britain on ar average 610 of tho sky is ob-
scured by clouds every day of thoyear, th.
Proper elovation above sea lovel. ~ Too Jow is
apt to be too damp.  Too high is apt to bs
dry with excessive rarity of atmosphero.
Statistics show that from 700 to 2.000 feet
above sea lavel is tho most favorable—exactly
what wa have in Manitoba., 5th, Dryness
asoprosed to moisture. That is, better a
litt'o too dry thaa a little too wet; cxactly
whatwe have, 6th. Coolness oreald asagainst
warmth or heat. Batter a little too cold than
a little oo hot.  Wo havo this coolness. yet
it is tho strongest objaction rai<ed ngaiost our
climato by those wha are igno-ant upon the
subject. Tth, . Variability of tomp:raturo s
opposed to equibility  Variability, not only
23 ta seasons, but at<o as to day and night.
No metter how warm our day may beinsum-
mer, wo eau depand uvon the mght being
cool.  This i« an impartant factor, 88 in ene
sares a sound nigh*’s sleep, which is essential
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