
VIEWS AND INTERVIEWS *0

The foresîs of India are ail Govermient prop-
erty, and for the past -8 years the grentest
care h.av heen excrcised to preserve what is
cons;idered a ,nast valuabie asset. Reforesting
is carried on most extensiveiy, and a very large
staff is empiayed to lc.ok after these forests.
Recently Mr. R. C. Milward of the indian
Imperial Forest Service ivas gettiaig pointers
on forestry, and liad long inter% iews in Toronto
%vith Mr. Southwîorth and others. M r. Milward
bas been grantcd ane year's Icave of absence for
inquiries into the protection af forestry, and lias
already visited japan, the United States and
part of Canada. He wvill visit Germany, Rus-
sia, Norwvay and Sweden before returting ta
repart. Mr. Milvard lias his lieadquarters at
D)erhrathdun, wvhere the Indian Schoal af For-
estry is lacated. He has charge of a district
about 26o miles square, iind lias 6o nativ.-s
usider him, but iii the dry season, when danger
from lires is grea:est, lie bas -oo additianai
nien. They are paid froni $2 ta $4 Per rnonth.
They can live on a fev cents wveekly. The
Governnîent ixes the minimum price for ail
classes of timber, and then calîs for tenders
for, or seils b>' auictiosi such trees as are
niarkerl for sale.

An experienced agrizulturist m riting to a
Winnipeg papier urges that the Dominion
govertnient extcnd its forestry operatians in
Manitoba ta take in a strip of light sandy soul,
about ten miles wide and thirty long, along
the Assiniboinu river east of Brandon. H-e
then continues ta wvrite of thîe changes lie lias
noticed iii Manitoba timber lintits as follows:
Th.- last thirty years bave changed our tim-
bered limits verv much in Manitoba. To the
cast of lthe Red river, by cutting îvood, tics and
timber and then allawing fires ta burn up small
trees that wauld in thirty-flve years be anather
forest 've have driven the forest line back for
miles. Again the forest line an the soutb side
of the Riding mouintains lias gradually receded
froni ten ta twventy miles until a new%% line of
railway is projecied through a settled district,
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whereas the Manitoba & Nortliwesterji riailway
wlten constriicted actually skirtcd the timber
belt from Minniedosa ta, Neîvdalte, Strathclair,
Shoal Lake, Birtle on to Russell. It iL well
known tl,.at the fille timlier belts .îlosig tîte
shores of Pelicani lake, Rocik lake and the
Pembinia river have almost disappearcd. 'rite
Turtle mouintains, wilicbi at one tirne, thirty
years ago, wvere covered %vith timber down ta
the edgc of tbe prairie, present to-day a strange
change ta ane wvho lias tiot been that wvay for
a quarter af a century. The forest line bias
receded from une ta bix miles and farm bouses
are dotted ail along the edgc of the mauntain,
in many places apparently hall way up the
mouintain. These encroachments on our tint-
ber belts bave given us land for cultivation,
but vze bave a surplus, of prairie land iii Mani-
toba and the territories for cultivatian and %ve
are short of forces. Timber reserves are narv
set apart an the Turtle mounitains, as wvell as
on the Riding inountdin-, and ticte is to be no
mare hamesteading donc. This is rîght,' but
as so many acresi have been cut down the mare
reason there is for trying ta reclaim aur open
sandy plains above referred ta.

THE SPRUCE SUPPLY.
Han. E. E. Ring, af Bangor, State Corn-

missianer of Forestry, does flot cansider that
there is any danger of an early extinction of
spruce and other pulp wvoods at the preserit
rate of cutting, giving it as bis opinion that
there is enougb spruce timber in North America
ta last farever if properly cared for and
intelligently cut. He says.

Righit here in Maine there are iliousands of
square miles ai virgin spruce forests and if tbey
are properly cared for, and destructive fires
kept out, the suipply is practically inexhaustible.
Wbcn 1 was a very young mati people used ta
stand around, just as tbey da to-day, and tell,
wvitb wvise shakes af the bead, that tbe sprucc
would be ail gone in ten or twventy years. To-
day we are cutting more spruce in Maine than
ever before and there is a great plenty left.
But, not stapping there, visit the sarting gaps
alang the Peiîobscot and the Kennebec rivers
and you wvill flnd that the logs are just as big
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as they were a dozeiî years ago. T'le btandard
remains the sanie.

Ta he sure, a large amounit of sniall spruce
is cult iii tliese timt s, but it is cut for the pulp
iil, wvhich cani use smaller timbher than the

saw Milîs require. Conditions have clbanged
in the harvesting of the log crop. No longer
are the land awners wvilling ta have trees cut sa
as ta leave a stump anywvherc front four ta six
feet higb. They insist that ail tre2s shali be
cut close ta te ground. This resuis in a
dloser cuitting af lots than formerly. Againi,
the tops of the trees are not kift in the tvads,
as tvas the case before the day af the pulp nîill,
but are trimmed and driven dowvn ta tbe pulp
inilîs ta be made into paper. How niany stop
ta tbink %vbat this means P Very ferv. But it
means tbks: That tbe amount af tinber scaled
in the cutting af a certain niumber of trees ta-
day is much, greater than it wvas twenty yeats
ago, and ive get a far greater yield of tint ber
per acre than formerly.

People, or at least tbe majority, wvhcn they
talk about the great increase iii the amounit af
timber cut in Maine do flot stop ta think that
the gain is due in no small way ta tbe discon-
tinuance of the wasteful practices of other days.
Yet that is the trutb ai the matter. Ta-day
the saw is taking the place af the ax and by its
use a great saving is effected. Only a man
wbo bas owned tinîber lands and operated uponl
themn can realize wbat it means ta save a foot or
ttvo on each tree felled.

In discussing the spruce suppty it should be
kept in mind that this tree grows mucb mare
rapidly than any other timber except, passibly,
the pine. Under ordinary conditions a spruce
tvill grow in twenty-flve years fram a seedling
ta a good puipwood size, and ive years mare
tvil! put it in the sawv lag class. This, wvitb
the proper care ai the forest, means that, as I
have alrcady said, the spruce forcets of Maine
are practically inexhaustible.

But in order praperly ta care for these v'ast
timber tracts, so as ta preserve tbemn for the
future, it is nccessary that the State and ail in-
terested shaîl keep a %vatchful eye tupon tbenm.
This means that ait efficient corps afi are
tvardens must be maintained for the protection
of these lands. These men must be trained in
the work af preventing an d extinguisbing fires;
tbey mnust be constantly on the wvatch for the
first incipient blaze. in order that it shall be
stamped out before making any lieadtvay. The
land owners must do their part,. too. Thcy
ntust sec ta it tbat the timbec is *properly cut
and nat wastcd. They wildathis-it is for
their interest ta do so.
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