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. TOTHE ENGLISI PEOPLE

%ico XIIL to the English People
* Who Seok the Kingdom af
Christ in the Unity of
the Faith, Health and
Peacs in theLord.
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Sometime since, in an Apostolio
1addor to princes and peoples, We ad-
Jvageed the English i common with
wther nations, but We have greatly
degired to do this by a special letter
and thus give to the illustrious Eng-
}igh race a token of Our sincere affec-
#ien. This wish hag been kept ahve

the hearty good will We bhave
s:woys folt towards your people whose
gteat deeds m olden times the history
.t{ tho Church declares. We wero yot
. more moved by not infrequent conver-
sitions with your countrymen, who
.. tagtified to the kindly feeling of the
2" Baglish towards Us personally, and
shgve all to their anxiety for peace
- ##d oternal salvation through unity of
Haith,
.- $Jod is Our witness how keen is
.ty wish that some efforts of Qurs
. saight tend to assist and further the
grzat work of obtaining the reunion of
* hristendom ; and Wo render thanks
&i God, who has so far prolonged Our
- iifs, that We may make an endeavor
in this direction.

But since, as 1t 18 but nght, We
place Our confidence of a happy 1ssue

inoipally and above all in the won-

arful power of God's grace, We have
with full congideration determined to
invite all Loglishmen, who glory n
+he Christian name, to this same work,
snd We oxbort them to hit up their
ficarts to God with Us, to fix their
=trust in Him, spd to seek fuiom Him
the help necessary in such a matter

_: by assiduous dvligence in holy prayer.

The love and care of the Roman

Pontiffs for England bas been tradi-
_ $ional from the days of Our Boly pre-
* dacessor, Gregory the Great. Religion

sad humanity generally, and espzcial-

Ipthe English nation, owe him a deep
_&sht of gratitude. Although prevented

"By the Divine call to yet higher duty
 fzom himself undertaking the Apostolio
. Izbor *of converting the Anglo-Saxons,
- £8 he had proposed to do whilst a
~zaonk, his mind remained intent upon
-, this great and salutary design™
" {Joann. Diac. in vita ejus) nor did he

#8st until it was accomplished. For
- #om that monastic family which he

tiud formed in learning and holiness
- of life in his own home he sent a
_shosen band under the leadership of
“Angusuine to be the messengers of
~ grace, wisdom and civilization fo those
- =ho were still busded in pagenism.
s, 2nd relying as he did on divine help,
.7 Bizbope grew stronger under difficulty,
"~ _watil at length be saw bis work crown
&l with success. He himself writes
. uithis in tones of triumphant joy in
- vaply to 8. Augustine who had sent
~ him the news of the happy result.
“i.*@lory be to God on high and on
-&sth peace to men of good will. To
A/hrist be the glory in whose death
- "¥lo live; by who3se weakness We are
- “-stvong, is the love of whom We seck
. i1 Britain these brethren We know
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not, L nhoro merey We hove found
thoss whom knowing nut We hLaw
sought. YWho con tell what gladness
filled tho hearts of all here to hnow
that the Cnglish race, by thic workings
of the graco of the Almghity God, and
b{ your labors, My brother, has becn
illuminated by the hight of var Loly
faith, which expels gu, Jdarhness of

errvor, and bas withi fres mind trodden

undor foot thoidols to which aforetime
they wore subjeot in foolish fear”
Epistles,, And congrataluung Lk
olbert, King of Kent, and Dertha Lus
Queen, in a lotter full of affection n
that theyjimitated Heolena of illuatrivus

memory and Constantine thes dviout |

Emperor, he strengthens them and
their people with sslutary admoni-
tions. Nor did he cease for the rest
of his life to foster and develup thur
faith in instructions dictated Ly huly
prudence. Thus Chrstie uty, which
the Church had conveyed tu Britain,
and spread and defended there against
rising heresy, after having beeny blot-
ted out by the invasion of heathen
races, was now, by the care of Gre-
gory, happily restored.

Having resolved to address tlns let-
ter to the Iinghsh people, We recall at
once those great and glortous events
in the annals of the Church, which
must surely be remembered by them
with gratitude. Moreover, 1t 18 note-
worthy that this love and solicitude of
Gregory was inherited by the Pontiffs
who succeeded hin. This is shown
by their constant interpositions in
providing worthy pastors and capable
teachers i learning, both human and
divine, by their helpful counsels, and
by their affording in abundant measure
whatever was necessary for establish-
ing and developing that rising Church.
And very soon was such care rewarded,
for in no other case, perhaps, did the
faith take root so qumetly, nor was s0
keen nor intense a love manifested
toward the See of Peter. That the
English race was in those days devot-
ed to the centre of Christian umty
divinely constituted in the Roman
Bishops, and that in the course of
ages men of all ranks were bound to
them by ties of loyalty, are facts too
abundantly and plainly teatified by the
pages of history to admit of doubt or
question.

But, in the storms which devastated
Catholicity throughout Europe in the
16th century, Ebgland, too, received
a grievous wound, for it was frst
unhappily wrenched from commaunion
with the Holy See, and then was bereft
of the Holy Faith in which for long
years it had rejoiced and found liberty.
It was a sad defection , and our prede-
cessors, while lamenting it in their
earnest love, made every prudent effort
to put an end to it and to mitigate the
many 6vils consequent upon it. It
would take long, end it is not neces-
sary to detail the sedulous and increas-
ing care taken by our predecessors in
those circumstances. But by far the
most valusble and effective assistance
they afforded lies in their having sc
ropeatedly urged on the faithfal the
practice of special prayers to God that
He would look with compassion on
England. In the number of thoso
who devoted themselves to this special
work of charity thera were some ven-
erable and saintly men, especially St.
Charles Borromeo and 8St, Philp
Neri, and, in the last century, Paul,
the founder of the Society of the Pas-
sion of Ghrist, who, not without a

¢ panisment

certaun Invine mmpulac, it a8 3aid, was
constant uuppiiculii’m “at the
Thronv of Divine Grace.™ And this
oll the more earuestly that the times
seomed lues favorablv to the realization
of lna hopes.  We, indeed, long befoto
being raised 6 the suprems Puntifi
caty, Wete amply scumine also 1o the
unputiance of Loly prayer uifered for
thas couse, aad hearuiy agproved of it.
Lor, as Wo gladly recail, at the t'me
when We were Nunew n Belgium,
LECGming nl‘.\liuhifu}\l “i{}l ali Eﬁghsli—
wman, Ignatias Spencer, Lumself o de-
vout gon of the same 5t. Paal of the
Cross, be laid befure us thy prospect
Lo Liad already wntiaied for extending
a gociety of ploas people to pruy for
the retarn of the l.ughsh nation to
the Church,

We can hardly -ay Low cordially
We entered into this design, wholly
inspired by faith and charity, and how
W Lielped fornard thus cause, antici-
pating that the Englisk Churzl would
vbtain abundant assistauce thereby.
Aithiough the fruits of Divine grace
obtained by prayer bad previously
mamfested themaelves, yet as that
holy league spread thicy became notor-
ious. Very many were led to follow
the Divine call, and among thaa not
a few men of distinguished eminence,
and many, too, who in doing so had to
make personal and lLicroie sacrifices.
Moreover, there was a wouderful draw-
ing of hearts and minds towards Ca-
tholic faith and practice, which rose in
public respect and esteem, aud many
a long clierished prejudice yielded to
the force of truth.

Looking at all this, We do not doubt
that the anited and Lhumble supplica
tions of 50 many to God are hastening
the time of further mamifestations of
His merciful designs towards the Eng:
lish poople when ** the Word of the
Lord may run and Le glorified.” Qur
confidence 18 strengthened by observ-
ing the legislatuve and other measures
which, if they Jdo not perhaps directly,
still do indirectly, help forward the
«nd Wo bave in view, by ameliorating
the condition of the people at large
and by giving eifect to the laws of
Jjustice and charity.

We have heard with singular joy of
the great attention which is being
given in England to the solution of the
social question, of which We¢ have
treated with much care in Cur Ern-
cychicals, and of the astablishment of
Lenefit and similar socities, whereby
on a legal basis the condition of the
working classes is improved.  And we
Lave heard of the vigorous and persc
vering cfforts made to preserve for the
people at large an educat.on based on
religious teaching,than ~hich there is
no iinuer foundation for the ingtraction
of youth and the mantenance of
domestic life and civil polity , of the
zeal and energy with which so many
engage i forwarding opportune nieas
ures for the repression of degrading
vice and intemperance, of socicties
formed among the young men of the
upper classes for the promoclion cof

purity of morals and for sustaining the

lionor due to womanhood. For, alas,
in regard to the Christian virtue of
contin.nce, pernicious views are subtly
creeping in, asthough it were believed
that a man was not as strictly bound
by the precopt as & woman. Moreover,
reflecting men are deeply concered at
ihe spreadof Rationalism and Material
sm, and We Ourselves have often
hfted up Our voice to denounce these

evila, which weahon and paralyze not
rligion anly, bat i springaof thought
and action. The higgest credit 18 due
10 those why fearlussly and anceasing
ly preclain, thie rights of God and of
our Lurd Tesus Chnst, and the laws
aud tcachiugas given by Him fur the
estabisbiaant of the divine Kingdom
apon varth , .n which teackings alonu
strengih., wisdom and safety are to be
fouud. TLe various and abundant
mamnifestations of care for the aged,for
orplans,forincurables,for the Jestitute,
refuges, roformator. s, and other forms
of charity, all which the oh.urch aga
tender msihicr inaugurated and from
the warlicat times has ever inculeated
as a special daty, are evidences of the
apirit which animates you. Nor can
we omit to mention specially the strict
wbservance of Sanday and the general
spirit of reapect fur the Holy Scriptures,
Lveryone huows the powers and re-
sevurces of the Dritish nation and the
eivilicing wtluened which, with the
spreald of Lilerty, accompanies its com-
merc.al prosperity even to the most
reticte regions. Dut worthy and noble
in themselves as are all these varied
manif.stations of activity, Our soul is
raised to the origin of all power and
the perennial source of all good things,
to God our Heavenly Father Most
Beneficent. For the labors of man,
whether public or private will not at-
tain to thedr fullefficacy without appeal
to tiod in prayer and without the
Divine Blessing. * For happy is that
people whose God is the Lord.” Ior
the mind of the Christian sheuld be so
turned and fived that he places and
rcests the chief hopesof hisundertakings
in the Divine help obtained by prayer,
wherehy hnman  effort is supernat-
uralied and the desire of doing goed,
as though qnickened by a heavenly
fire, manifests itself in vigorous and
serviceable actions.  In this power of
prayer (ind has not mererely dignified
man, but with infinite mercy has given
him a protector and help in the time
of need, ready at hand to all, easy.
and void of effect to no one who has
rocourse to it. ‘¢ Prayer is our power-
ful weapon. our great protection, our
storehouse. our port of refuge, our
place of safety.”

But if the prayer of the righteous
man rightly avail so much with God
even in earthly concerns, how much
more ywill 1t not availl one who 1s
destined to an eternal existence for
obtaining those spiritual blessing whnch
Christ has procured for mankind by
' the sacrament of His mercy.” For
He +who of God 13 made unto us
wisdom and justice and sanctification
and redemption,” 1 addition to what
He taught. mstituted and effected, gave
also for this purpose the salutary
precept of prayer and in His great
goodness confirmed 1t by His example,
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