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Supreme Court, speaking through Metteâlfe. J., denied that cvi-
dence that another person under like circuinstances had recently
ajuffered a sixnilar accident was admissible. Coîuing from so dis-
tinguished a source, this ruling naturally infiuenced subsequent
development, and, togethor with the case of 2'eipermnce Hall
Assn. v, Gilea (1869) 33 N.J.L. 260, explains a long fine of
similar decisions. Aldrich v. Pelham (Mass. 1854) 1 Gray 510;
Parker v. Publishimg Co. (1879) 69 Me. 173, and cases cited.
Either that the introduction of 4,oilateral events resuits ini con-
fusion of issues, or that the probative value is disproportionatii
te the incident expense of tiixw. is the usual ratio decidendi.
11killUps v.Willoiw (1887) 70 Wiri. 6. If the two fundamnental
exclusionary principles, which have been indieated, are heeded,
such consequences will rarely, if ever, be involved. It is far pro.
ferable to suuinit the proffered nvidence to these prelîzuinary
tests than to adopt an invariable rule of exclusion whieh ia not
cnly illogical, but unnecessary. The thr'ory of Collins v. Dor-
che'ster, supra, reached its high water mark in M1arinez v. Plattel
(1869) 16 Cal, 578. The attaek on its uinderlying fallacies, be-

ginning uith Darling v. Westnoreland (1872) 52 N.H. 401,
vulmninatcd ini the New York leading case of Quittlae v. Utica

(1877) il Ilun. 217, afflrnied 74 N.Y. 603. These cases squarely
held that in any investigation. legal or sejentiflo, a knowledge
of the nature of the place or objeet involved is essential and that
te properly ascertain this. the test of experienco must neeessarily '

lio enmployed. This has sinco beun repeatedly reeognized va
speeifle ground for admitting evidenee of previous aeeideiws,
I"ordham v., ovenu (1899) 160 N.Y. 541; Taylorville v.

Stafford (1902) 196 111. 288, though in rnany rulings the identical
evidence, in the lighit cf surruanding cireutnataneos, has been

likewise held conipetent te indielite notice te the person chargfed
with responsibility. Stair v. Kane (1907) 156 Fed. 100. Thus.

prier accidents on a defective pavement mnay be admissible, net

;nly to show that the oxnmton cause of the respective injuries
pommeses certain dangeroum eharacteristies. but aise te charge the....--
municipal authorities withl notice thercof, Dis friet of Coùlrnbia v.


