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class for the day. But this exercise is not necessarily stupid ; it allow our pupils occasionally to choose sides," if for no other
requires, like everything else in life, variety to give it spiciness, reason, for the sake of "auld lang syne."-Ella S. 8mitin Uou-
and this may easily be secured. neticnt &itoot Journal.

lst. One of the best methods of teaching spelling is to have each
pupil write the words of the lesson in a book designed for the LET NATURE BE YOUR TEACHER."
purpose, or upon his slate. The advantages of this method are
obvious. Each pupil spells every word in the lesson. Many per- The natural sciences have neyer received their share of attention
sons in spelling a word orally, will give it correctly, but when writing in our conmon schools. The order of studies are no arranged (or
the same word will spell it incorrectly. I have found in my own confused), that, like the utility people of the stage, though very
experience that manypupils, whose books denoted incorrect spelling, necessary to the play, are seldoin able to inspire the house with any
would make no mistakes when called upon to give the words orally. great enthusiasm.
As, during our whole lives, we spell words more by writing than Now the craft ail agree that the concrete should proede the
in any other way, the desirableness of learning to write words cor- abstract; and, if ever, certainlywhen the child-mind is receiving its
rectly is readily seen. This method may be used in all schools and first unfoidings. If ever that phiiosophy is indispensable, it in in the
in all grades of schools. prinary school. "Give the mmd food suitable to its capacities" in

In the primary department, the little ones can print the words a truism harped by educators, too many of whom, like guide-boards,
if they do not know how to write. forever point the way, but nover go themselves.

But perhaps some teacher will say " I have no time to correct Now the operations of a child's nind can neyer be forced, at first,
these lists of words, for every hour is too full already. " This need in any direction, but it miay be indnced. The mid muat first be led
not necessarily devolve upon the teacher. Each school miay be through flowery paths, to give it the desired inspiration, the thiet
divided into divisions, and the leaders of these divisions may be for excellence.
collectors and correctors. In the primary classes, tho slates can Show it, at least. the spi res of the distant city, if you ever expect
be corrected during the eorcises, either by a pupil or by the it to enter therein. Set not the path too thick with thorns ; enoughi
teacher. will bc encountered in he later journey, when the path leading

2nd. Another excellent way is to have the words of the lesson throughn duty and inclination ae coincide,-a resat of this sa e
placed in sentences or phrases. Ii this method the meaiing and early training,-and incentives have resulted in noble resolutions to
the right use of the words are brought out. Care shothd be taken, grapple with the most disheartening obstacles.
that t h e sentences do explain te word to sonie extent. If the "Discipline ?" Oh yes, that word we have heard before; it in
word besieged was inNtho lesson, and the sentence written should used occasionaly as the first, secondly and lastly" of arg ent
be, "It is besieged," no advantage wouad be gained by the exer- by some who, willfuly or otherwise, continue to misunderstand iet
cisc;, but the expression "lThe besieged city was captured " gives whole tEnor of argnments urged for the natural order of studies and
some idea of the meaning of the word. The exercise should be their philosophical presentation. yt is in b ehanf of a true discipline
conducted in writing. that we happeal for j tst this thing. The study of the natural sciences,

3rd. In connection witli writing, it is well to have some portion directed by a teacher, cals out the brain, eye and hald to their bet
of the echool spehi the words oralhy, giving, definitions and deriva- and most delicate performance, and, whle discipining, trainig the
tions. Many times the definition of a word may be knowu froni pupil to arrange, classify, reason, judge, they people every hour of
its derivation, and if the eaning of one word, forea ed from a task with swcet and innocent shapes, that "glide into thfir "inner
certain root, is knowlv, the eaning of ail words formed fron that musngs."
root may be approxiniately iuferred. Tlieir introduction into tme laycst grades is practical, and eads

4th. Concert spelling has nome advantages. Volume of tone is the pupil, be ho ever se young, at once among organizations and laws
thus secured and confidence is gained. But inistakes are not that will ever be to him a discipline and a delight. If you are edu-
readily detected uin this methiod and it should net be sod to fie cating for time, they are ptheeniitntly practical, imparting information
exclusion of other and botter ones. concerning tlîc furniituro of our physical abode. if you are educating

5th. One kind of concert speling is to have cadi division cf a for cternity, faitl lays hold on a firmerfoundation, through sugges-
school give eue syliable, the whole school or class pronouncing the tions and î,roof s nuniberless cf the First Great Cause. We know it
word. This secures attention and will do occasionaly, for variety's is teir province to catch us up while pondering over the tangible of
sake. eartl, to a ofw atmosplterh within the calm chambers of nieditation,

6th. It is well, sonetinis, to give a lesson upon syonyns. The fron wlich tho world recedes and drops off into silence. There is
synoymous words should be expressed h sentences, that the fine use in theld, and that, too, in the priniary schooh. Their alphabet is
distinctions may b understood and appreciated. as simple as the alphabet cf the nother tongue, and appeals more

7th. Phionetic speaing, or giving the sounds of caci letter, is a directly to the perceptive faculty. Our order of studies is too nuch
good exorcise if the pupil is inciied to indistinct promunciation. like sonie clîlmucys, built bottoîn up, giving the pupil, after beiug
This msthod is sometimes enployed sucessfulhy wlîen the child i tloroughly disgustcd with study in the abstract and books in te
first learning to speî, but should be used with care. concret, an invitation tko frter toe cmarning malis of the natural

8ts One of the best inethoda to securo attention is thoe fomhow- sciences. Only a few nibble at the bait, stii hess are caught.
inrai Pronounce a word to a class and have each nienber, in tur, God noer designed that Iis Iof such is the kingdom of lîcaven
give one letter of the word. To di this welh and as it would bc should be met with crosses from A B C to cube root. There nay
given by one person alone, requirs close attention. b no royal rond to learning, but a pretty good highway is being

9th. Ainother similar nethod is caled "Matchiîg Words." opened up over tho Delectable Mountains of the natural order of
The teacher gives out a word to one xuber of the clans, and ho studios. I glory in the siiecrity of that English divine who said,
assigns te the next a word the first letter of which shad b t e samne Work that is performed for some noble end a noble ; but work for
as the hast letter of the proceding word. Iu order that this excr- tho sake of work alone, is ne more noble than is the Hindoo penance
ciso may be successfully conducted, pronîptuosa and quick thiniking of swingingr on tho hock." Nor doos this idea degrado habor, but

hconecrates it te noble ends.
SOth. It i8 sometinios a good way for a teacher to assigi i as a We have said the scientific course should cowienc with the fir t

spclling lesson, ail the words in a certain nunîbor of paragrapis in week in school; ner should it coase with the lower grades. As the
the reading book ; thon, when the time for recitation cones, let pupil stops net at his alphabet, or learing te trace tle hand of the
the teacher read frein tlîe bock, and pause at the words -ho wishes Divine while studying his works, so head hinii ou and up, increasing
the pupils te write. in strength and appreciation of the true, te beautif ul, ad the good,

llth. Ono of the ont interesting nxethods in calcd " Illustrated until the infinity of science shahl open before, Mmn, luring him into
.Speling." 1 will iltigstrate this nethod. Suppose tho pupil has the path of widom, that shall bring hit te hour when s.e doth
the word ieicle. Ho would first present the object-and th"n say embrace h 7r."-. yA.w., it Maine Johuaal of Edubation.

us have here a pendant mcaass of ices forned bay tte freeziso y ofa
Water as it flows down an incliowed plane or drops frein anythingi t
The naine of this bjct iw derivhd frteo two Danish words, one f Il. tro ori ý t ntr ords.
1]1eaning ice and the other cone. The naine is icicle. Speli and -

doline, 't A great deal of usefpul information is givhn in theis exorcise 1. OVE i STUDY BY CIILDREN IN SoHOOL.
and whten the words are wehf selected it cannot be surpassed it l
interest. The Boston Jo ral says :-Twe hundred and three parents and

l2th. It will net do wholly te ignore the geod, ohd-fashaioned guardians directly interested in the matter, sixty-five clergymen and
way of IIcheosing aides. " Many of us eau rexenber earnest but one hundred and fifty-three physicians of this city, have signed a
pleasant contesta for "1 our aide " lu the old red school housos, petition te tho School Committ e to ree e e pupil at th Publie
vhich, we are thankful te say, are institutions of the past. L ct us Latin Schiol frein ail studios on Saturdays, with the exception of


