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correct views on the part of committees and others as to what con-
stitutes a good teacher, and of a fresh and vigorous impulse given
to 2ll the schools in the vicinity of a Teachers’ Institute, we shall,
no doubt, be inclined to coincide in that view.

1t should be constantly kept in mind that a training in the branches
of study taught in the Common Schools cannot be given in one week,
nor in two ; and that Teachers’ Institutes are not established with
reference to such a design. Their object is rather to give to the
whole body of teachers a new impulse to improvement ; to direct their
attention to the importance of ascertaining the best methods of in-
struction ; to lead them, through the influence of eminent and expe-
rienced teachers, to task their own invention, judgment and skill to
the utmost for perfecting themselves in the art of teaching. Much
instruction is indeed incidentally given. Improved processes of
training the mind and of teaching the elements of knowledge are
exhibited. But the ulterior object, to which all other things are
made subservient, is to awaken an enthusiasm for self-improvement.
The tone and spirit of an Institute is therefore a matter of much
greater moment than the amount of time given to a mere review of
studies.

THE ADVANTAGES OF SCIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE
TO A PROGRESSIVE PEOPLE.

By science, a nation is enabled to profit by the advantages of its
natural situation. It avails little, that the soil of a country is rich,
if the art of cultivation is unknown to the inhabitants, It avails
nothing, that her shores are capable of being connected with every
climate, through the medium of intervening seas or oceans, while
science has never taught the construction of vessels, nor the art of
directing them. Without this knowledge, there is comparatively
fittle use in the rivers, by which a country is intersected ; nor can
the advantages of them be fully realized, till all vineible obstacles to
navigation are actually overcome, and neighboring streams are made
to unite their waters.

The sciences of chemistry and mineralogy, lately introdueed into
our country, and now cultivated with so much ardor and success,
eannot fail, by their influence on medicine, agriculture and the arts,
o produee consequences of great national importance. The nature
of man on the one side, and of soils and climates on the other, remains
the same in every age. It is knowledge—it is cultivation that pro-
duces the change. To this are we to ascribe it, that in our own
country, where, two centuries ago, wild beasts and savages were
eontending for the empire of an unmeasured desert, there are now
eivil institutions, commerce, cities, arts, letters, religion, and all the
«harities of pocial and domestic life.—Late PRESIDENT APPLETON
{of Bowdoin College, Maine,) on the Sources of National Pros-
perity. '

CONDUCT OF AN ENLIGHTENED PEOPLE IN REGARD
TO THEIR CONSTITUTION OF GOVERNMENT.

‘Whatever civil compact they may see fit to adopt, an enlightened
people will not trust themselves to caleulate, with minuteness and
confidence, the greatest degree of political prosperity that may be

enjoyed, nor the léast degree of restraint that may be necessary. 1t

will not escape them, that no human foresight can extend to all
emergencies, which a series of years may produce ; and that time
may develop, in any political constitution, traits, either raore or less
valuable, than were apparent to its original authors. It isa well
known truth in mechanics, that the actual and theoretical powers of
a machine will never coincide. 'Through the flexibility of one part,
" the rigidity of another, and the roughness of a third, the result may
disappoint those fond hopes, which sdemed to rest on the firm
ground of mathematical caleulation. The judicious artist will not,
however, on this account, be willing to reject, as worthless, a struc-
ture of splendid and complicated mechanism, of solid materials, in
the formation of which, much labour, experience and ingenuity have
been employed.

It is a remark, not less important because frequently made, that
an indifferent constitution may be so administered, as to render a
nation happy, and that, without a good administration, the best poli-
tieal institutions will fail of accomplishing that purpose. Now, as
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the manner in which government will be administered in any nation,
can never be foreseen, a discerning people will not confidently anti-
cipate, as their perpetual portion, the highest degree of prosperity
whieh their form of government seems calculated to secure. Nor
will they fix their eyos so intensely.on the evils which may be felt
at any period, as to forget the imperfection of all human establish-
ments, and that, under a new form of government, may be concealed
important advantages, which experience alone can bring to light.
Rejecting alike the charactor of inconstaney, turbulence, and despon-
dency, they will neither tamely yield to abuses, nor subvert their
political institutions on account of them.~—Ibid.

CONDUCT OF AN ENLIGHTENED PEOPLE IN THE
SELECTION OF THEIR REPRESENTATIVES.

As an enlightencd people will know how to value their rights, they

“will place those in office, who, by their ability, knowledge, and inte-

grity, are entitled to such distinction. To obtain their suffrages, it
will not be enough, that a man professes his attachment to order,
religion, or liberty. He must have more solid ground, on which to
establish his claims to public favor. In knowledge and wisdom is
doubtless implied & spirit of discernment. To enjoy the confidence
of & wise people, there must therefore be a consistency of character,
a uniform regard to moral principle and the public good. They will
clearly perceive, that the civil interests of millions cannot be secure
in the hands of mcn, who, in the more confined circle of common
intercourse, are selfish, rapacious, or aspiring.

An enlightened regard to self-interest and a religious sense of
responsibility, will in this case, lead to the same practical result. In
exercising the right of freemen, the man of religion experiences no
conflict between his duty and his inclination. Towards the dis-
honest, profane, ambitious and profligate, he feels— ’

** The strong antipathy of good to bad.”

He has no wish to behold, arrayed in robes of offico, men, whose
largest views do not extend beyond the limits of mortal life, and
whose deportment and conversation indicate neither love nor reve-
rence for the Author of their being.

In very popular governments, where the elective franchise is
widely extended, it is, doubtless, impossible that candidates for pub-
lic office should be personally known to all, whose suffrages they
receive. How generally soever knowledge is diffused, all the mem-
bers of a large State cannot be brought within the sphere of mutual
observation. In this case, resort must be had to the best sources of
information. But it should not be forgotten, that a portion of the
same intelligence and virtue, required in rulers, is necessary in
giving information concerning candidates, An honest and well-
informed freeman will rely on none but honest and well-informed
witnesses.

A nation distinguished by a union of wisdom, knowledge, and the
fear of God, is morally certain of having its government well admin-
istered, not only for the reason just assigned, but because the tone
of morals, existing in such a nation, will operate as a powerful
restraint, if, by any casualty, or deep dissimulation, persons of yield-
ing virtue should be placed in office.

Public opinion constitutes a tribunal, which few men, and least of
all, those who are in pursuit of popular favour, will dare to set at
defiance. It is scarcely possible, that a people, truly wise and virtu-
ous, should have & government badly administered. 'Whenever the
majority of & community complain of their rulers, they implicitly
utter reproaches against themselves, for having placed their destiny
in the hands of men, with whom it is insecure. If their reproaches
are long continued, it is good proof that their own morals exhibit no
very striking contrast with the morals of those whose profligacy they
condemn. In popular governments, the virtues and vices of rulers
must flourish or withor with those of the people.—Ibid.

The moment a” pupil understands the truth and the spirit of his
lesson, he feels a lively pleasure in the knowledge acquired. The
intellectual effort is his own ; the satisfaction experienced is the
roward given by nature for the effort. He has done his work and
got hispay. No one else can pay so well asnature. Hence ne
adventitious rewards are so good as her real ones, ’



