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ARTICLE XV.

It is understood that the Governments of the countries of 
the Union reserve to themselves respectively the right to enter 
into separate and particular arrangements between each, 
other, provided always that such arrangements confer upon 
authors or their lawful representatives more extended rights 
than those granted by the Union or embody other stipula
tions not contrary to the present Convention.^

ARTICLEjxVI.

An international office is established, under the name of 
the “ Office of the International Union for the Protection of 
Literary and Artistic Works.”

This office, of which the expenses will be borne by the 
Administrations of all the countries of the Union, is placed 
under the high authority of the Superior Administration of 
the Swiss Confederation, and works under its direction. 
The functions of this office are determined by common accord 
between the countries of the Union.

ARTICLE XVII.

The present Convention may be submitted to revisions in 
order to introduce therein amendments calculated to perfect 
the system of the Union.

Questions of this kind, as well as those which are of in
terest to the Union in other respects, will be considered in 
Conferences to be held successively in the countries of the 
Union by delegates of the said countries.

It is understood that no alteration in the present Conven
tion shall be be binding on the Union except by the una
nimous consent of the countries composing it.

ARTICLE XVIII.

Countries which have not become parties to the present 
Convention, and which grant by their domestic law the pro
tection of rights secured by this Convention shall be admit
ted to accede thereto on request to that effect.

Such accession shall be notified in writing to the Govern
ment of the Swiss Confederation, who will communicate it 
to all the other countries of the Union.

Such accession shall imply full adhesion to all the clauses 
and admission to all the advantages provided by the present 
Convention.

ARTICLE XIX.

Countries acceding to the present Convention shall also 
have the right to accede thereto at any time for their Colonies 
or foreign possessions.

They may do this either by a general declaration compre
hending all their Colonies or possessions within the accession,


