
land is dated 14th February, 1803, stating two volumes of his 
Mémoires would he published that week, of which copies 
would he sent. He proposes to return to Canada, but not for 
another year ; but it is not supposed this hope was realized. 
He speaks of detractors, even in Canada, M. de Chains being 
of the number, hut still begs the Government to continue its 
goodness to the emigrants.

Of his last days we know little. Not being allowed to 
return to France during the short peace of 1814, he became 
naturalized in England and died in 1827, at lllythe House, 
near Hammersmith, aged seventy-three. A pathetic reference 
is found in the Archives—the last we find from himself— 
dated June, 1818, to the Canadian government: "Had waited 
eighteen months so as to give time for information. At his 
age, and broken down in health, he had not expected to sur­
vive that time. The government appropriated his place on the 
Niagara River for a hospital for the troops, and has occupied 
his house at York (which was burned) as public property. 
For neither of these has he been paid nor any compensation 
made.”

His property was willed to William Smithers Kent, and 
a brother who went to India. Mr. Kent went to England sev­
eral times to see the Count after his return there, the last 
time being in 1827, and de Puisaye then gave him his heavily 
gold-mounted Damascus sword, which had been presented to 
him by his friend, the great statesman, William Pitt. This 
valuable relic bears the following inscription : “Given by Wm. 
Pitt to General Count Joseph de Puisaye, 1794." This sword 
was exhibited at the Historical Loan Exhibit of 1897, by Rev. 
M. S. Griffin, D.D., of Toronto.

The Count must have been possessed of considerable 
property, as besides the land in Windham, the farm of two 
hundred acres near Niagara, the three hundred acres bought 
from Augustus Jones, Prov. Land Surveyor, including the 
salt wells at the beach, he also had a house in Toronto, as in 
the letter book is an acknowledgement of thirty pounds, three 
shillings, and three pence from the Chief Justice, as rent for 
his house in York. And he owned besides a house in Ham­
mersmith, all left to Wm. Kent, who lived for some time on 
the farm near Niagara, as afterwards did his son, Joseph 
Kent. The will of the Count is in possession of Mr. G. S. 
Griffin. In 1830, three years after his death, his heirs made a


