
the issue of peace or of war. So that the Britannic Commonwealth is in itself a com­
munity or league of nations which may serve as an exemplar to that world-wide League 
of Nations which was founded in Paris on the 28th of last June.

Basis of Canada’s National Status

On behalf of my country I stood firmly upon this solid ground; that in this, the 
greatest of all wars, in which the world's liberty, the world's justice, in short the world’s 
future destiny were at stake, Canada had led the democracies of both the American 
continents. Her resolve had given inspiration, her sacrifices had been conspicuous, 
her effort was unabated to the end. The same indomitable spirit which made her 
capable of that effort and sacrifice made her equally incapable of accepting at the 
Peace Conference, in the League of Nations, or elsewhere, a status inferior to that 
accorded to nations less advanced in their development, less amply endowed in wealth, 
resources, and population, no more complete in their sovereignty and far less con­
spicuous in their sacrifice.

I commend this Treaty to the consideration and approval of the Canadian 
Parliament, claiming not indeed that it has no imperfections, but that it does in truth 
embody terms consistent with honour and justice, and that the most earnest endeavour 
of those who framed it was to ensure the future peace of the world.
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