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For some days after the 3rd the weather remained 
unfavourable, and in the heavy rains and mists it 
was impossible for our aircraft to obtain good photo­
graphs, or for the ranging shots of our guns to be 
observed adequately. This delay gave us an oppor­
tunity for the reorganisation of the infantry, pre­
paratory to a general assault, and it is, after all, by 
the infantry that the final issue will be decided. 
The Canadian battalions were therefore massed in 
great strength for the night of the I2th-i3th.

The 9th British Brigade took over the St. Eloi 
sector, and thus released the 2nd Division, which 
was enabled to take over the ground on the northern 
sector, while the 1st Division prepared for the 
attack, and recuperated its forces in rest billets. 
When the reliefs had been accomplished the posi- 

^ tion on June 8th was as follows : 6th Brigade of 
the 2nd Division at Hooge, and 9th Brigade of 
the 3rd Division from Zouave Wood to Maple 
Copse; 5th Brigade of the 2nd Division in line 
of Maple Copse to Hill 60; 4Ü1 Brigade of 2nd 
Division from Hill 60 to Ypres—Comines Canal; 
9th British Brigade in the St. Eloi sector.

The accompanying sketch will make the position 
of June 9th quite clear. The 2nd Division were to 
hold the line while the attacking brigades were 
reorganised. The 1st Division was given the post 
of honour ; but its formation was entirely altered for 
the purpose of the battle. It was necessary to 
secure two elements : knowledge of the ground 
and a sufficient number of battalions which had not 
been too severely punished in the action of June 3rd. 
Further, it was essential to secure the conjoint ser­
vices of the two Brigadiers, General Tuxford and


