
asked (or nothing. For a time we 
did not feel the stealing of our lands, 
etc., very heavily. As the country 
was sparsely settled we still had con
siderable liberty in the way of hunt
ing, fishing, grazing, etc., over by far 
the most of it. However, owing to 
increased settlement, etc., in late 
years this has become changed, and 
we are '.icing more and more restrict
ed to our reservations, which in most 
places are unlit or Inadequate to 
maintain us. Kxcept wo can get fuSr 
play we can see we will go to the 
wall, and most of us lie reduced to 
beggary or to continuous wage slav
ery We have also learned lately that 
the British Columbia government 
claims absolute ownership of our re
servations, which means that we are 
practically landless. We only have a 
loan of those reserves in life rent, or 
at the option of the 1$ (’. govern
ment. Thus we liiid ourselves with
out any real home in this our own 
country. In a petition signed by four
teen of our chiefs and sent to your 
Indian department, .Inly. Itltis, we 
pointed out the disabilities under 
which we labor owing to the ina.lc 
quacy of most of our reservations, 
some having hardly any good land, 
others no irrigation water, etc . mu 
limitations re pasture lands for stock 
owing to fencing of so-called govern
ment lands by whites; tire severe re
strictions put on us lately by the 
government rv bunting and fishing , 
l lie depletion of salmon by over fish
ing of the whites, and other matters 
affecting us. In many places we are 
debarred from camping, traveling, ga
thering roots ami obtaining wood and 
water as heretofore. Our people are 
lined and imprisoned for breaking the 
game and lish laws and using the 
same game and fish which wr were 
told would ulways be ours foi mod. 
Gradually we arc lieco tiling regard id 
as tn spasseis ov. r a large port ion of 
this our country. Our old people say, 
“How are we to live If the govern- 
mint takes our food from us they 
must ;-i\ • ns i.Un r loud in its place." 
Conditions nf living have been thrust 
on us which we d>'d not expect, and 
wI*eh we consider in great measure 
unnecessary and injurious MV have no 
grudge against tin- while race a 
whole nor against the settlers, but 
we want to have an equal chance 
with them of making a liv'iig MV

welcome them to this country It is 
not in most cases their laull. They 
have taken up and ’improved and palul 
for their lands in good faith It is 
their government which is to blame 
by heaping up injustice on us. But
it is also their duty to see tlieir 
government docs right by us, and 
gives us a square ileal Me condemn 
the whole policy of the B C. govern
ment towards the Imfian tnbis of 
this country as utterly unjust, shame
ful and blundering in every way. M’e 
dnioimce same as being tin- main 
cause of tlic misatisfactvry condition 
of Indian affairs in fins country and 
of animus ly n:ul friction with the 
whites f-'o long as what We consult r 
justice is W’ithin-ld from us, so long 
will dissatisfaction and unrest exist 
among us, ami we will continue to 
struggle to In tier ourselves. For the 
aecompllsbnu'iit of liiis end w.- anil 
other Indian td'his of this country 
are now un'lting and we ask the help 
of y.mrsvlf and yolir govemmr: t in 
this light for our nights Me believe 
it is not the desire nor policy of vont 
government that these conditions 

liould exist Mi- demanded that our 
land que : mu be s It: I and ask that 
treaties be mail.* bciweoti the gov- 
ertitnc; t and each of our tribes, in 
the same manner as accomplished 
with tin* Indian miles of the oilier 
province's of Canada, and in the neigh
boring parts of the l nited States. 
We desire that every matter of im
portance to each tribe be a subject of 
treaty, so we may have a defirtile un
derstanding w'itli the government on 
all questions of moment between us 
and them In a declaration made last 
month, and signed by twenty-four of 
oi:r chiefs (a copy of which has been 
s ut to your Indian department) we 
have stated our position on these 
millers Now we sincerely hope you 
v ill carefully consider everything wr 
have herewith brought before you and 
that you will recognize the disadvan
tages we labor under, and the dark
ness of Hie outlook for ns If these 

lions are not speedily settled. 
H ' ir you have had a pleasant so- 
h iirn ’in this country, and wishing 

■ a good iovrney home, we remain 
Yours very sincerely,

The Chiefs of the S'-livswap, 
Okanagan, and ('mite,m or 
Thompson tribes.—Per their 
secretary, .1, A. Toil.


