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from the charter and laws of your colony, they cannot

coJIedt that there is any regular cftablifliment of a na-

tional or provincial church there, fo as to warrant the

holding of convocations or fynods of the clergy
j but

if fuch fynods might be holden, yet they take it to be

clear .in point of law, that his majefty*s fupremacy in

ccclefiaftical affairs, being a branch of his prerogative

does take place in the plantations, and that fyn6ds can-

not be held, nor is it lawful for the clergy to aflemblc

as in fynods, without authority from his majefty : they

conceive the above-mentioned application of the faid

minifters, not to you alone, as reprefenting the king's

perfon, but to you, and the council, and the houfe of

reprefentatives, to be a contepipt of his majefty*s prC'

rogative, as it is a publick acknowledgment, that the

power of granting what they defire refides in th^ legif.

iative body of the province, which by law is veiled

oi\\y in his majefty. And the lieutenant governor,

council, and allembly intermeddling therein, was an

invafion of his majefty's royal authority, which it was

your duty as lieutenant governor, to nave withftood

and rejeded ; and that the confent of the lieutenant

governor, the council, and houfe of reprefentatives,

will not be fufficient authority for the holding of fudi

a fynod."
" Their excellencies, upon confederation of this opi-

nion of the attorney and folicitor general, which they

have been pleafed to approve, have commanded me to

acquaint you with, and to exprefs to you their furprife,

that no accoimt of fo remarkable a tranfa(5tioq, which

fo nearjy concerns the king's prerogative, anq the wel-

iare of his majefty 's province under your gpi^crn-

ment, has been received from you, and to fignily

to you their directions, that you do put an effedual

ftop to any fuch proceedings j but if the confent defircd

by the niinifters above mentioned, for the holding of

the fynod, Ihould have been obtained, and this pre-|

tended fynod Ihould be adually fitting, wlien you re-
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