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llio aiiiduiit jiaid l>y tlio piiMic to Uov\) snrli porsoiis in motion
;

am! It is aliiuist money waslcti. I'or wliilo I'axton is sending

a iii;;ii lo linwi'll. l.owoll may 1h'. sciidinL; omi to his cousni in

rniliKiirj:, ami l-'ilclibiirLr sciidimj aiiotlicr to Paxtoii. Witli

a milder law. -if. lor insiaiiee, eilizeiiship, and three or t'onr

years" rosidenec ijiivc a "stttlement," siieh dillieiihies would
he miieli reduced, and the whole system he iiKuie more simple,

and llieret'ore cdicaper.

I know iiow hard it will lie to persiiadi- the Leuislature to

interfere witii liie •' Law ol' Sctlleiunil." 1 know it is a stat-

ute ol' LM-eal aniiipiity. IJul I do not hesitate to say that, till

It is aini'iided. hinnanity and economy nro alike inipossihle. in

tiie <listril)iiii('n ot" our maLruilieeut, our more than princely

puhlic chaiilu's. And I must say. that because it is so an-

cient, it is (iuil(Mime tliat it were adapted to the circiimst^-.nces

arisiiiii in tlie last (piarl("r eniliiry.

It was nuuh! lor a Suite, of iiative-l)orn ])o|)nlation. It was
lair that a town which had reared a man should support hiin

in his at:e, unless lie had lived loiiij olsowiiere. 'I'liere were
very lew persons in .MassachusiMts, not horn in Massachusetts.

Anil it was but seldom that there was need for a man to move
fri)in one town to another, except to reside there lor life.

!>iit now we liave created a mr-milacturiui,^ interest. Its

exigences vacillate. For their purposes we have made move-
ment ( as\'. If needeil at Lawrence, '.^(100 masons and linild-

vrsciMi </i hmif/i upon Jiawrencc. and do their work' there. We
want them to do so. Our prosperity depends on this laeility.

How idle, tiuMi, to retain that arranaement of law, winch
treats men who for seven, eit^ht or nine years, iiave established

a residence in a town, so created, as if they wen; r<iL;niii/s

there

!

A:^ain :—onr population is no longer nativi; born. A tentii

part of it, probably more, is foreign. Yet the presence of that

population is an iimnense beiielit to the towns wliere it is

found, 'rrne. the new-comers may ho a ixirden on the towns
which have them. Hut in three or four years, the worth of

such per.sons to a town is as great as it will ever be. And it

is but fair that such resulents should, in case of necessity, be

a charge to the town which they have worked in, and have en-
richecL

'I'he fairest system of settlement in matters of [lanjierism,

Would be, to say that that town should care; for a pau])er em-
igrant, m which he had lived the longest since lie was of aue.

But if this seem too complicated, a system, such as 1 will now
give a sketch of, of less detail, will answer onr general pur-
poses.
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