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S.ixon piriiti-! Ho tifi, who ivith tho/e vijlrti-

tneiits are fu.'ifl tn fh^ht. Siiloiieiis ile Po-

itgnac, fpcikiiig of tlic fame Siixons Ihitli,

Cm I'dle fnhim JhUnre Britamiim

LiiJtis, y /tjfuto gluucum mare findare

Ictnbo.

The fav.iges of the north, towards La-

brador^ have certain fmall canoc$ of thir-

teen or fourteen fwjt long, and two foot

broad, made of this tafliion, all covered

wich leather, yea, over-head, and there is

but one hole in the midft, where the man
puttcth hinifcif on his knees, having half

his body out, fo that he cannot perifh, fur-

nirtiing his vcfiels with viduals before he

1 i c oil cometh in it. I dare believe, that the fa-

ii "'! <)' bics of the fyrens, or mermaidens, come

t!iblc»''"
^"^""^ ''^'"» ^^^ dunces elleeming that they

were fifh, half men or women, as they

have feigned centaurs by feeing men on

horfcback.
Car.nrs of The Aniioucbtqucis^ Virginians, Eortdians,
h;'l!ov.cd

.j„ | BrafiUans, do make another falhion of

c.inoes,forhavingneithcrhatchetsnorknives,

except fome copper ones, they burn a great

tree very ftrait at the foot, and fell it down

}

then they take fuch length as they will, and

life to biirn it inftcad of fawing it, fcraping

tlie burnt part of the tree with ftones : and

for the hollowing of the veflcl, they do
continue the fame. In one of thofe boats

fix men will fail wich fome iluff, and will

make long voyages: but thefe kind of

canoes are heavier than the others.

They alfo make long voyages by land as

well as by fea, and they will undertake (a

thing incredible) to go 20 or 30, yea, 40
leagues througli the woods, without meet-

ing with any path or inn, and without car-

rying any viduals but tobacco, and a tin-

der box, witli their bow in hand, and their

quiver at their backs j and we in France are

much troubled when we have never fo little

They arc loll oiir way in fome great foreft. If they

tniiKi.on- be prcfled with thirft, they have the fkill to
I

.

birch • fucij the trees, from whence do trickle down
"'^*"

a fweet and very pleafant liquor, as my-
felf have tried it fometimes.

r.itifry of I" ^^^ countries where they ufe tillage,

cftiJi. as in that of the Armouchiquoiiy and fiu"-

ther off, the men do make an infinite

number of carthcn-pots, like in fadiion to

night-caps, in which they fecth their

meats, Ikfli, fifli, beans, corn, pompi-
ons, i^c. Our Scuriquois did fo anciently,

and did till die ground ; but fince that

Frenchmen do bring unto them kettles,

beans, pcafe, bifkct and other food, they

arc become llothful, and malic no more
account of thofe exercifes. But as for

the /Irmouchiquois which have yet no com-
merce with us, and them that are further

off, they till tlie ground, do fatten itwitjj

fhells of fill), they have their families

dillint^t, and their plots of ground about
them ; contrary to the ancient Genihiiis

which (m Co-far faith 1 had not any field

proper, neither did ihty dwell above a

year in out place, having alinoft no other

living than milk, flefli, and tliecfe, think-

ing it too tedious a thing tor them to

tarry a whole year of purpofe for to reap

u lurvcft. Which is alfo the humour of
our Souriqttcis and Canadians^ who, and
all others (as we muff needs confefs) are

nothing laborious but in iuinting. For,
the manuring of the ground, the women
do take the grcatell pains in it, who a-

mongll them do not command at home,
and do not make their hulbaiids to go to

the market, as they do in many provin-

ces in thefe our parts, and cfpecially in

the country of Jealoufy.

As for the tillage of the Fleridians, xjij jp/,.

hear what Laudonnierc faith of it j they riiiiam

fow their corn twice a year, that is to fay, tillajie.

in March and in Jime, and all in one and
the felf-fame land. The faid mill from
the time that it is fowed until it be ready
to he reaped, is not above three montlw
in the ground : The lix other months
they fumr the ground to reft. They alfo

gather ta.ir pompiens and very good beans,

they do not dung their land
i
only when

they will fow, they fet the weeds on Hre

which are grown during the fix months, and
burn them all. They till their land with an
inftrumcnt of wood, which is made like

to a broad pickax, wherewith they dig
their vines in /'ra«« •, they put two grains

of mill together. When the lands are to

be fowed, the king commandcth one of
his men to call his iiibjedts together every

day to come to labour, during the which,

the king caufeth great ftore ot that drink

whereof we have fpoken to be made. In

the fcafon that the corn is gathered, it is

all carried into the common ftore-houfe,

where it is diftributed to every one ac-

cording to his quality. They fow but fo Tlieir li^.

much as they think will fervc them for fix i"g 'i'l/ing

months, and that very hardly i for during ^^^ *'""

the winter they retire themftlves three or
^'''^'

four months of the year into the woods j

where they make little houfes of palm
leaves, to lodge thcmfclves in, and there

do live of acorns, of fifii which they take,

of oyfters, or ftags, turkey-hens and o-

ther beafts that they take.

And feeing they have towns and houfes, Thetown*
or cabins, I may yet well put this among ot the u-

their exercifes. As for the towns, thty ^'£"-

be multitudes of cabins, made fome-

what piramid wile ; others in form of a
cottage, others like garden bowers, com- '

paflcd as it were with high pales of trees

joined one near the otiicr, even as I have

fct


