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ii2 The General history o^

A. D. frequently fruftrate the beft concerted meafures;

^^ Thus, when unanimity and adivity were mod ne-

ceffary, the national intereft was ncgledtcd, ami

obliged to give way to the religious and political

difputes of the Provinces. The aflembly of Vir-

ginia quarrelled with Diriwidde their Governor,

about a fee he demanded for every giant he Ihould

pafs for land. The Penfylvanian Reprefcntacives

wafted their time in vain deliberations and vio-

lent difputes with their Proprietaries, while the

enemy invaded their frontiers, and fortified them-

felves. New York was divided into fadions by

fome men of property, but of turbulent fpirits,

who exerted their influence to diftrefs the views

and defigns of the Government. A congrefs

was appointed and held for that purpofe at

Albany, by Commiflioners from all the Britiih

Provinces. But few Indians attended, and they

behaved with fo much indifference, that, though

ihey accepted of the prefents, renewed treaties,

and demanded aid to drive the French from their

territories, it appeared plainly, that they were

gained over to the French intereft, and thought

the Englifh would be obliged to deliver up their

country to the French. Though they feemed to

be very well pleafed with their pKcfents, which

were much more confiderable than ever had been

Speech of
^^'^own, they, in their Ipeech to Mr. Lancey,

Lieutenant-Governor of New Yr :, fpoke with

great warmth, feverely blaming the negled and

indolence of our nation, and in praife of the French

for their diligence and care to fortify and maintain

their
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