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a+ COMPARATIVE VIEW OF

tcrcfling fuhjcifl of l;iquiry, is the infLrciicc of Ciiptaiii Cook,

tlut here runs a conlulcrablc river from the conthicnt into the

lea *.

Ptrhnjis it would well defcrve tlic attention of fomc future

navigator, to explore Cook's river ilill further than tiic

Knghlh navigator v.-as able to penetrate : he traced it as hi<.',!i

as latitude 6i' 30'^ longitude 210% fevcnty leagues or

more from its mouth, without feeing the lead appearat\cc of its

fource. Perhaps this great river, wliich, to ufe Cook's expref-

fioii -j-, ** promifes to vie with the moft confiderable ones already

*' known to be capable of cxtenfive inland navigation," may
nearly join thofe waters and lakes whieh Hearne difcovered in

Jiis curious exjiedition from Hudfon's Bay to flip Ampathefcow

Indians, recorded in Dr. Douglas's learned Introdu(5lion to Cook's

Voyage |' ; and may thus help to cflablifli an inland commu-

nication between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.

To the north of Beering's Straits, the land of America from

Point § Mufgrave in hititude 67' 45'', longitude 194' 51'^ to Icy

Cape, in latitude 70'' 29^^, longitude 198^ 20", where Cook

was totally flopped by the ice, was not, excepting a fmall portion

near Cape Lilburne, and another to the fouth of that promontory,

oblcrved either by Cook or Clerke ; and its true bearings muft be

xifcertained by future navigators.

But the moft important point of further inquiry is to trace

the diredion of the American continent from Icy Cape, whether

it again trends to the north weft, and, according to the reports

of the Tchutfki, approaches the coafts of Northern Siberia, or

verges direftly to the eafl towards Baffin's Bay.

* Vol. 11, p. 492.
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