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LEGEND OF COUNT JULIAN AND HIS FAMILY.

In tlic preceding legends is darkly shadowed out a true story

of the woes of Spain. It is a story full of whok'sonie admoni-
tion, rebuking the insolence of human pride and tlie vanity of
human ambition, and showing the futility of all greatness that

is not strongly liased on virtue. We have seen, in brief si)ace

of time, most of tho actors in this historic drama disappearing,

one by one, from the scene, and going down, coiupieror and
conquered, to gloomy and unhonorod graves. l": remains

to close this eventful history by holding up, as a signal warn-
ing, the fate of the traitor whose periidious scheme of ven-

geance brought ruin on his native land.

Many and various are the accounts given in ancient chroni-

cles of the fortunes of Count Julian and his family, and many
are the traditions on the subject still extant among the populace
of Spain, and perpetuated in those countless ballads sung by
peasants and muleteers, which spread a singular charm over

the whole of this romantic land.

He who has travelled in Spain in the true way in which the

country ought to be travelled ; sojourning in its remote prov-

inces ; rambling among tho rugged defiles and secluded val-

leys of its mountains ; and making himself familiar with the

people in their out-of-the-way hamlets and rarely-visited

neighborhoods, will remember many a group of travellers and
muleteers, gathered of an evening around the door or the

spacious hearth of a mountain venta, wrapped in their brown
cloaks, and listening with grave and profound attention to the

long historic ballad of some rustic troubadour, either recited

with the true ore rotundo and modulated cadences of Spanish

elocution, or chanted to the tinkling of a guitar. In this way
he may have heard the doleful end of Count Julian and his

family recounted in traditionary rhymes, that have been

hniidcd down trom generation to generation. The parliciilars,

however, of the following wild legend are chielly gaUu'red

from the writings of tie paeudo Moor, liasis ; how far they
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