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7ibe CASE of tht Planters of Tobacco in Virginia^ Z^

as reprefentcd by themfelvcs^ fg^^^ by the Prejident

ofthe Council andSpeaker ofthe Houfe of Burgeffes,

E the Council and Burgcfll-s of Virginia., the mod ancient of the Britijb

Colonies in America^ now met in a General Allembly, having under

our Confidcration the diftreffed State of tiie Tobacro Trade, which

chiefly employs thelnduftry ofthe King's Subjedts here, and is their only

Support, find ourfelves obliged, fromaScnfe of Duty to His M.ijefty,

and our own Sufferings, to reprefent, The Pro^refs ot that

Trade through a long Courfe of Yfars -, the many Mifchicfs that have

attended it through the various Changes it has undergone by fevcral Ads of Parliament ,

and the particular Hardftiipi /hich are now impokci upon iii by tl\e unjiift Dealings of

mod of our Faftors, the Tobacco Merchants in Great BritiUH.

Tobacco, after the Ad of Tonnage and Poundage made in the Twelfth Year of King
Charles the Second, until the Firft Year ofKingJamcs the Second, was liable only to the

old Subfidy of One Penny, and the additional Duty of another Penny per Pound •, and du-

ring that Time the Duties were no great Burthen upon the Merchants •, and the Frauds in

the Cuftoms (if there were any) were to inconfiderable, that they did little ifkt\ the Platiilers.

But their principal Difadvantage then was, that the Ufe ofTobacco was not fo much grown
into Ci^m, and the Quantity imported into Et^land, though it was vadly kfs than

At this Time, didexoeca theConfumption i yet it was a more profitable Trade, and p^^
luM yielded a much better Revenue in Proportion than all the Duties do now.
. Sy the I ft of King James., an Imjpofltion of Three Vcactter Found was adiied, to fa^

|>aid.trith feveral Abatementi by the Confumprioner befbrfrhe mould be permitted torecdve

«t from the Merchant} and in the mean Time, the Merdimt or Importet* was otm '" '"'

^viQ Bond with one or more fufficient.Securitie9, or to procure two other Perfons toi

jnd to che King, not -to deliver any Tobacco to tite Buv^befbre theDuty Ihddl^'''

I ^jffjAA.ptt mOik he flipuld not fell or eaport it b^iorie th^'Exj^rktidn yf!P^
'^

I

•'^ - - MMJro Wfa IM llflfUlaiUSh, topylheDuty. v*

1 ' ^ Tmk Bbnds weriixr be diLharged by Certificate bf the Buyct'f havmg p^id the IMity; or
giviiig Bond to enort it i and the Merchant or Importie^ Was liable once in ThreeMbntHs
|o aGCQunt upon Utth to die CoiMnifllonersof the Cuftoms, and his Wd^houtb to.^
ioMsMi Sot all TobMOO renaining inhb Handa from Time to Time ; «nd in dit lib'

I
ihqi^fiuli.ligrJiMhefkyinencof the Duties >diich fhouM be found doe, his Bonds iMncW

* beivaiined'iiND.the^Eacheauer, there to beprofecuced according to the Courfe dfiLkir;,

;

Tben ttwre arofe a fuffioent Tempdaiibii to defraud i!he CufttimV, and.the Ruflniii^'6;f

TobtMCo became foot avery gitac Abofii) but in othfr Refpeas the CoaribbftheTi^
nxj Nnle altered, the Price was raiied in i)M» Degree in Pi«portion te) the Duties, and thtf

Impoft winuth bcnor fecured to the Ctom^ than b^ dc Method intMduced^ afterWtl^

by iht-yA. «Bd 8th of Kug WiOum^ which obliged die Impoi«e^ to gin Bond fbrth<P

|«79KK <lf it at the Bad of ^gbceen Months front the Impoftation, difcounti% i(^'

pna|«F^fMnfcT«n»Six» Four, and Two per Cent, according to the Ti^^^
toibe iiSmttfi^ bv DAdauret upon Ezoorution of the fame Tb'baccb Within iNvel^

I

fil(Mf|(». -iB mi Wdlbtndla fiirrn«tr Method of paying the Duty by the Confamptlcikt
Wite found. piq>Mfcialtp-ywide, and grievous to the M^rchiints ; bin!' Experience has pot

r yet ri|fta»i»d aBf.AdtenHigefiomdiellierchants bonding the Dutggs > not- were thel*e^ple

of Fvmi^. am—Blrttriii the Imoiwtidcilchs that were fuggeflBd'Vb the ptflidmehr; 'affti

ifere dK |;Moncbttp«i .ullkh dkat AlttrMiMi was made » but *nbi^''AbtiM did fnoh iM
ftpm dUMein mginlio iteJCing and Bnple. The Merchants iA^'bo^ tiVii^diiUer~

i. aginingiiMtCcntit bf4#.taiiad^ i fm in all thuir Accounts afldNvVrdk;' ^hev c!tif7;

'

|> « * Mx m̂vmm mmm iiyiiT)M isiyiaMi»b»n di»-T»ltooc<»%»a^^|WB^
Fcnoy|Md, and the M<Axy of that drawn back : Which has beep confidt^ably, xk
iVMCfl/^MrflhfPlaMMk fiofeadie iuRfeer SoMtdy of One Penay 4»y dir A6t^«rf the oithlnd

todi qJFj^Vi^^tfiM^'Mddttooe Tlurd^ubfi^ by the id and jd of <Mi^n -Jm yi^
XMt^V 3»qvuat tUsPsY,! dMrMerdauNaCommifDons niay bb sentrtriffy Tomi^i)tt:,d a>M
AhovcAn^hth Ikfif IOC get StodintW' die Tobacco, iumoft o^dMiir. Accounts;) ik4
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