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Ladies and Gentlemen,

II:i(l r.iy o1)joct licoii moroJy to plcaso your fancy and

caplivatoyou-r iiiiaL!,inaliou Ly cxlii])ilini5 ihosonol)Io IrailA

(>r individual bravery—those oxampl(\s of sacrilice of Sfll",

lor love of country—those hair-breadth osciipes by Hood

and iield, ol" which our annals abound, closing my .narra-

tiv<; with the griind spectacle of the triumphal march of

civilisation over Indian ferocity in its most repellant forms,

i( is not the era of expiring French power, at Quebec, I

should have searched. lor material.

My eyes would have reverted to those bravo old tiuKH

ol'Champlain—d'Iberville—dc Frontenac—Dolhird des Or-

meaux—Brebanif—Mdlle. de Verchcrcs, Ike.

However, the dark days which heralded the loss of Can*

ada to France, are not without their interest. To the stu-

dent of history, they are pregnant with teachings ; every

where 3'ou read the bitter lesson, which in all ages Kings


