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§ 4. Pitt's

attitude to-

wards peace.
His resigna-

tion, Febru-
ary, 1801.

Addiiigtou'a

overtures at

Paris. Bona
jiirte's eva-

«ive answer.

li

was inevitable. Paul drew near to Bonaparte.^se jjnd the latter

was pleased bf'.yond measure at an alliance which brought the

Scandinavian and Russian navies into line a<;ainst Great

Britain, and thus opened a prospect to him of attacking her at

once with some chance of successA-^^ On the faith of this chanoe

in the maritime situation Bonaparte dropped the negotiation

opened tlirough Perregaux in December and suddenly flung

himself into a naval campaign of far-reaching extent.^'^^

While Great Britain was engaged with her new enemies in the

Baltic, Bonaparte hoped to reassf rt himself in the Mediter-

ranean, whither his heet at this time escaped from Brest.^^*

He proposed a descent upon Ireland, and he planned an attack

on tlie British colonies in the Indies and on the Portuguese

in Brazil. In short he felt already able to open the contest

with Great Britain which previously he had intended to begin

o'lly after years of preparation.

While b^rance thus reversed her policy, that of Great Britain

had of late been steadily moving towards peace. At the close

of the negotiation of a naval truce in October, it seemed un-

likely that Austria could long resist Bonaparte, and Pitt, who
anticipated the early submission of his ally, was disposed to

open a separate negotiation with France, as soon as the latter

l>'>6 Letter from Emperor Paul to Bonaparte, 18.30 Dec, 1800, Tratschevski,

Riima and France, I, 27, (Paper No. 11.)

157 Letter from Bonaparte to bis brotber .Josepb, French plenipotentiary at

Ijuncvillo, 21 .Ian., 1801, Cnrr. Xap., VI, 531.') :
" Hier est arrive de Russie

un courrier . . . ; il m'a apporte une lettre extremement amicale de la propre

main de rEinperem- .... La Russie est dans des dispositions tros-hostiles

(iontre rAngleterro. II vous est facile de sentir rinterct que nous avouB k ne

: brusquer, car la paix avt^ I'Empereur [i.e., (lermanj nest rien en com-

puraison d'une alliance qm maitriseral'Angleterre etnous conservera I'^gypte."

158 Corr. Nnp., VI, 5327, 27 Jan., 1801.

159 Tbo fleet escaped on tlic 23rd of January through a violent storm which

drove the British blockaders temporarily from the coast. See the letter

from Thomas CJrenville to the Marquis of Buckingliam, 5 I'eb., 1801, Buck-

ingham, Miinoir!< of Court and Cahinet.s of Georye III, III, 146 ; also Coir.

Ifnp., VII, 53.36, 4 Feb., 1801.


