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By usurping the power to act as an agent for any department or 
agency of Quebec, through the bank, the federal government 
completely ignores the authority of the Quebec National Assem­
bly and its legislation on the executive council, which states that 
no department or agency of the Government of Quebec may deal 
with the federal government without prior consent. The new 
Federal Business Development Bank, the Business Develop­
ment Bank of Canada, has become the instrument of federal 
interference in regional economic development in Quebec.

Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): All those in favour of the 
motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members: Yea.
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): All those opposed will 

please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): In my opinion the nays 
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Pursuant to Standing 
Order 45, the division on the question now before the House 
stands deferred until Monday, November 27 at the ordinary hour 
of daily adjournment, at which time the bells to call in the 
members will be sounded for not more than 15 minutes.

Mr. Boudria: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order. I wish to 
seek the unanimous consent of the House to further defer the 
vote until Tuesday at the ordinary hour of adjournment.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

• (1335)

The totally demagogic approach developed by Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau, who claimed that Canada was the most decentralized 
country in the world, is an insult to intelligence and reflects the 
bad faith now being displayed by the current Prime Minister. 
Such an attitude is a major impediment to finding a solution 
regarding Quebec’s place in North America. In spite of the 
incessant pleas of the Quebec government to develop its own 
economic and social policies, the Liberal Party of Canada 
always said no and used every available legislative means to 
restrict the decision making power of Quebec’s national assem­
bly.

In the late sixties, Trudeau became Prime Minister and 
imposed a national vision which resulted in a series of federal 
interventions in fields of exclusive provincial jurisdiction. 
Since then, the primary objective of the federal government has 
been to streamline government activity and strengthen federal 
authority over the political economy. For example, in the area of 
manpower development and training, the federal government 
has over the last fifty years assumed increasing responsibility 
regarding the definition of the framework and conditions relat­
ing to government intervention in that area of Quebec economic 
activity. As a “policy definer”, the federal government has 
given itself the role of direction setter and harmonizer, as 
opposed to that of a service provider for the provinces.

The patriation and review of the Constitution were opportuni­
ties for the federation to affirm the authority of the central 
government over the economic and social management of all the 
provinces. Regardless of what Pierre Elliot Trudeau and the 
current Prime Minister may say, the 1982 Constitution Act 
confirms Ottawa’s dominating role as the place where power is 
exercised. This is why 2,308,266 Quebecers voted for sover­
eignty on October 30.

[English]

• (1340)

[Translation]

AUDITOR GENERAL ACT
Hon. Diane Marleau (for the Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Environment) moved that Bill C-83, an act to 
amend the Auditor General Act, be read the third time and 
passed.

Mr. Clifford Lincoln (Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of the Environment, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, I am very pleased to take part in the debate on Bill 
C-83 at third reading and to support this legislation which will 
establish for the first time within the federal government the 
position of Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable 
Development.

Not so long ago, maybe 20 to 25 years ago, the environment 
was not among the major concerns of the government. In fact, 
most of the environment departments, at the federal and the 
provincial levels, were only set up during the 1970s. At that 
time, the environment was considered a self-contained issue. It 
was dealt with within one department, as were all the other 
areas, such as health, education, finance or revenue. Each 
department saw to its own business, without thinking about 
integrating elements from other departments.

Little by little, we realized over the last 25 years that 
everything that relates to one area, such as environment, taxa­
tion, transportation, health, is also interrelated with other areas.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Is the House ready for the 
question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Is it the pleasure of the 
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.


