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recognize that the best social program in this country is for 
someone to have a decent paying job.

The Deputy Speaker: The member’s time has expired. Is the 
House ready for the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Deputy Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt 
the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the second time and referred to a 
committee.)

The Speaker: It being almost 2 p.m., pursuant to Standing 
Order 30(5), the House will now proceed to statements by 
members.

foundland voters taking part in a referendum agreed to join the 
Canadian federation. In November 1994,52 per cent of Swedish 
voters supported their country’s entry into the European Union. 
Two weeks later, 52 per cent of Norwegians voted against 
joining the EU. And in France, the Maastricht Agreement was 
approved by 50.9 per cent of voters.

In fact, the simple majority rule as applied to referendums is 
universal because it is the only democratic rule. The official 
opposition did the right thing by reminding the Prime Minister 
of this fact this week, as Robert Bourassa did in Washington 
yesterday. The only one who does not admit that Quebecers have 
this right is the Prime Minister of Canada, who should know this 
basic democratic rule.

* * *

[English]

GOVERNMENT AGENDA

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to draw attention to the weakness of this government’s 
agenda, an agenda so thin the government House leader’s closest 
relatives would have trouble getting excited about it.

This thin soup agenda is creating a tremendous leadership 
vacuum. The provinces are losing faith in Ottawa as a force for 
social change. Individuals are losing faith in Ottawa as a 
catalyst for jobs and economic growth. The country is losing 
faith in Ottawa as a source of fresh innovative ideas.

Reformers are not going to wait for this government any 
longer. It is time to put some meat in the soup. Earlier today the 
Reform Party took the first step by outlining the national 
Reform agenda for Canadians.

From the day we arrived in Ottawa, Reform has acted as the de 
facto official opposition, but the Liberals’ continued silence on 
important national issues has convinced us we have to act as the 
de facto government as well. As Canadians will see, that is the 
role we are prepared to play.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]

ALTERNATIVE FUELS

Mr. Andrew Telegdi (Waterloo, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, GFI 
Control Systems Inc., located in the riding of Waterloo, is the 
world’s leading designer, manufacturer, and supplier of techno
logically advanced natural gas and propane automotive fuel 
systems. GFI holds the coveted ISO 9001 quality certification 
for its entire facility.

GFI products are now being exported to the U.S. and to over 
10 other countries and to dozens of original equipment manufac
turers that are moving to alternative fuels.

As a result of legislation in the U.S. and Bill S-7 in Canada, 
GFI is looking forward to additional sales and employment. In 
order to accommodate this growth, GFI is enlarging its facility. 
This expansion will produce several advantages. The new and 
improved facility will accelerate the development of leading 
edge technology for markets worldwide. It will allow GFI to 
operate an in house emissions control laboratory. It will also 
offer opportunities for more extensive training of dealers and 
technicians. The centre will create 50 new jobs.

The success of GFI is good news for the consumer, the 
environment and Canada. To all the people involved with GFI 
we send our congratulations and thanks.

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday CN laid off 266 people at the CN shops in my riding. 
How hollow the 1993 promises of the Liberals now ring about 
jobs and preserving Winnipeg as a rail centre.

Workers are being let go to improve the books for privatiza
tion purposes. The government now says it will not be trying to 
sell CN until after the referendum. Where I come from, we still 
say there is no need to sell it at all.

I can tell you what else is being said, Mr. Speaker. People 
wonder why Montreal is being guaranteed the headquarters of a 
privatized CN when all we seem to be guaranteed in Winnipeg is

[Translation]

SIMPLE MAJORITY RULE FOR REFERENDUMS

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Rivière-des-Prairies, 
BQ): Mr. Speaker, in July 1948, barely 52 per cent of New


