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Prayers

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S. O. 31
[English]

CANADA POST

Mr. Maurice A. Dionne (Miramichi): Mr. Speaker, the
people from Brantville, 780 strong, are opposed to the
fusion of the post offices of Brantville and Tabusintac.

The community of Brantville is francophone and wants
to maintain postal service in French. Brantville has
always had its own post office and rural postal service.
Brantville citizens are not second class citizens. Brant-
ville citizens do not want to be annexed to another
community. Since 1970, Brantville has progressed and
wants to continue in that direction. A good postal service
is essential to that end. This is the message from the
people of Brantville.

When I see such unilateral decisions without any kind
of consultation, I wonder why it is that those of us who
do not know the communities or circumstances always
want to fix that which is already working.

I ask the minister, Sir, to put a stop to this nonsense
that is going on in Canada Post.
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MULTICULTURALISM

Mr. Al Johnson (Calgary North): Mr. Speaker, as we
look forward to the traditional break in the proceedings
of the House, I hope all Canadians will reflect on the
universal message of hope and peace that so many
religions and cultures focus on at this time of the year.

It is important for us in our multicultural tradition to
recognize that this is not only the season when some of

us who are Christian celebrate the resurrection and hope
of Easter, but it is also the time when our Jewish friends
celebrate the hope and freedom from persecution that is
represented by the Passover.

Similarly, on Friday the Sikh community will be cele-
brating Baisakhi. We join with them as they share their
traditions of individual equality, community sharing, and
peace.

Our Moslem friends will soon be celebrating the end
of Ramadan.

Whatever our religious or cultural tradition, this is
certainly a time for new beginnings. I encourage all
Canadians to share with each other the new hope and
aspirations that they derive from their own cultural and
religious backgrounds.
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THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway): Mr.
Speaker, recently the Vancouver harbour witnessed a
collision between a bulk grain carrier and a fishing
trawler that led to a 40,000 litre diesel fuel spill, the
largest oil spill in some 17 years.

Hundreds of marine animals, including ducks, were
killed by this spill. Many more were saved, thanks only to
the dedicated volunteers from the Wildlife Rescue
Association and members of the Environment Youth
Corps.

This accident demonstrates clearly that we must im-
plement a ban on tanker traffic in the inlet, such as the
105,000 dead weight tonne tanker that recently loaded
crude oil at the Westridge Terminal in Burnaby, until
there has been a full environmental impact assessment
of the risks involved from tanker traffic in Burrard Inlet.

I join with Burnaby and Vancouver Councils in calling
for this long overdue environmental risk assessment
before we have an even bigger oil spill that could destroy
our fishery, wildlife and have a devastating impact on the
B.C. environment. We must act before it is too late.



