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Tinie Allocation

Taking into account cverything this gavcrnment has donc so
far, wc might bel jeve we are going back ta the dark ages.

JTranslation)

Mr. Speaker, tl scems scapegoats are constantiy bcing
sought out by that side of the House. Attempts also seemn ta be
made Io caver up the obvious Iack of experience and Iack of
realism amongst the government members, by blaming their
errors on everything around them inciuding, naturaliy, the
opposition parties.

Mr. Speaker, il is high lime they took serious action with
regard ta inflation, unempioymient, thc budget deficit, and thai
they assumned thieir responsibilities. But no, they keep on doing
the same thing. At the presenit lime the govcrnmnent,' in my
opinion, is doing nothing more than sprcading confusion. We
neyer know what they are going ta do next. They seemi ta bc in
a constant statc of uncertainty. Wc are going ta Jcrusalcmn, but
then we are not going. Oul wiIi be rationed, but then tl wiiI not.*
Energy wiii bc controiied. but then il wiil not. The better off,
the oil companies, are being favoured with higher energy
prices whie rumours sprcad ta the effect that there wili be an
excise tax that wiii add from 20 ta 40 cents ta the cosi of gas
and heating ail. The governiment takes care. of course, of'
private industry and corporations. That is ail very wcil but
with this increase in the cost of ail. they seem 10 forget
compieteiy about the workcrs who have ta use that oil ta go ta
work. They also forget thase who are not as wcii off, who are
trapped by inflation and by their heating bis and who have ta
find the money, whether they like il or not. ta meet the cost of
their daiiy needs. The Pariiamentary Secretary ta the Ninister
of' Finance (Mr. Ritchie) aiso said, 1 believe, that if wc are
short of energy, contrais may bc applied.

The presenit goverrnment, Mr. Speaker, is in the praccss of
spreading disarray, uncertainty and concern among the people.
They do nat seem ta reaiize that an increasing number of
Canadians, men and women, live an the threshaid of paverty.
Yau need only take a look at the latest statisties of the Senate
cammittec or the commission on poverty ta sec that because of
inflation and because the cost af energy and the cast af food
are going up as they have been from iast year ta this day, the
percentage of people living beiow the povcrty fine will certainly
increase within the next few months.

Mr. Speaker, as 1 have been saying for some time, 1 think
this gavernment should focus its efforts on more seriaus prob-
lems instead af catcring ta a priviieged group of home owners
and spending $575 million this ycar and $3 billion in four
years. It shauid certainiy concentrate its efforts on same
objectives like the reduction of inflation, job creatian and
Canadian unity rather than continuously trying ta find somne
means ta advantage a ciass of aur society that does nol rcaiiy
nced it now. It should seek ta help other people in severai other
fields.

To conclude, Mr. Speaker, 1 mcrely wish ta ask the Presi-
dent of the Privy Council (M4r. Baker) who is not in the House
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naw, if he reaiiy wants us ta resume debate on Bill C-20 in
Cominittce of the Whoie and if the President of the Privy
Council or the Mvinister of Finance rcaliy intends ta study
carefuily the amendments that we are going ta propose and
thase that mlight came from other apposition parties. It is very
important for aur demaocracy that the opposition, whose respon-
sibiiity tl is ta improve buis proposcd hy the governmcnt. be
taken seriousiy and contribute ta bis that wiii help not just a
privileged group of home owners but aiso many Canadians and
Quebeckers wha would find it much casier ta miake ends mccl
in the disastrous situation created by this gaverrnment.
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Mr. Bob Rae (Broadview-Greenwood): M4r. Speaker, wc
have heard a lot of fluff in this debate. but the fluffiest
contributions came fromn the President of the Privy Council
(Mr. Baker) and the Ninister of Finance (Mir. Crosbic). The
first myth-I would even say the first big lie--which has ta be
confronîed hcad on and seen cieariy for what it is by the
Canadian people is the lie that we have ta get this bill through
before Christmas so that the (.anadian taxpayers wiii bc able
ta get a credit for 1979. That ks simply unîrue. It is recognized
by evcrybody who has any understanding of' the nature of aur
legal system that tl is untrue. and it is rccognized by anybody
who has taken a look at the legisiatian, which makes tl cicar
that tl appiies ta 1979 regardiess of whcn it is passed. Sa the
îheory put farward by the Presîdent of' the Privy Cauncil is
that we are somchow under an obligation.

In his raie as the executive assistant ta the Queen's Printer,
which he secms sa determincd ta carry out in this House, he
tells us that they had ta get the formis out, there was no chioice:
that the agenda for this governimen. is set by its printers, that
the forms have already been sent and that therefore v.c have ta
pass this bill before Christmas. Not oniy daes that put the cart
before the horse, but il is also complctely untrue, and it is time
somebody caiied this gavernment's bluff.

The second argument which has been made by the gavern-
ment is that we in this parîy have been holding up this
legisiation because we do not wanî ta give the Canadian home
owner anything.

An hon. Member: Right.

Mr. Rae: That is not truc. That is a lic. That is another lic. 1
wiil tell the flouse why il is a lie. It is a lic because what we on
this side of the Hause have been saying is that bath home
owners and renters should get the benefit of' any change ta aur
tax system. 1 hcar the hon. member for Brampton-Georgetown
(MVr. McDermid) squawking. He squawks cvery time 1 gel up.
Hawever, the Nlinister of Finance said that we in this party
were holding up this legisiation and we did not want to give
home awners anything, and thiat is a lie. Wc are holding up
this legisiation. we are asking questions about this legislatian
and we are putting forward amendments ta this legisiation
which are on the desk of the Minister of Finance. and which
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