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Sujýply-Eterna1 Afjairs

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I had .antici-
pated that the committee would ask for an
explanation of this item and I can give the
departmental vieiy on the matter. The inter-
governmentai committee on refugees, of which
Canada is a member, was organized in 1938
with the prirnary abject of facifltating the
emigration from Germany and Austria of
persons who were victims of nazi persecution.
The scope of the co'mmitte-e's work is defined
in article 2 of the rules for the constitution
of the committee:

The mandate of the committee extends to ail
persans m-herever they may be, who, as a resaIt
of events in Europe have had ta leave or may
have to leave their cauntries of residence
because of the danger to their lives or liberti es
an account of their race, religion, or political
beliefs.

The outbreak of war and cansequent miii-
tary aperatians drastically limited the
activities of the cammittee, yet vastly in-
creased the problems for which it had been
created. By the summer of 1945 the United
Kingdom gavernment, in particular, came to
the conclusion that the intergovernmentai
committee, even as reconstituted in 1943, was
inadequate ta deal with the tremendous prob-
loin of refugees and that the establishment
of new international machinery was imperative.

At the recent meeting of the united nat.ions
in London, therefore, the United Kingdom
gavernment urged that the refugee problem
should be referred ta the economie and
social council for "thorough examination iu
ail its aspects". This resolution was adopted
by the general assernbly on Febniary 12,' 1946.îOn February 20 the ecanomie and social
council established a cammittee ta examine
the ýproblem of refugees and displaced persans
iof ail categories" and ta make a report
thereon ta the council et its second session,
in May of this ycar. This cammittee was ta
be known' as the cammittee an refugees and
displaced persans and was ta consist. of one
representative fram each of twenty member
nations, including Canada. On March 2 the
Canadian gavernment was advised that the
first meeting of t.his cammnittea would be held
in London on April 8. Mr. J. G. Turgeon,
as representative, and Mr. R. G. Riddell, as
alternate, hav e been aqppointed ta represcnt
Canada at this meeting.

In establishing this new committea on Feb-
ruary 20, the econamic and social cauncil
deeided that the director of the intergovern-
ment-al committee on refugees should be in-
vited ta sit with the new cammittee in a
consultative capacity. Pending the establish-
ment of new machinery for deaiing with the
refugee problem by this committee, the inter-
governmental cammittee wili carry on with
its functions.

[Mr. Graydon.]

Then, in regard ta the moneys which are
required, on September 17 last it was aipprovedi
that a contribution of £11,368 be made ta the
intergovernmental committee on refugees as
Canada's share in the aperational expenses
of that organization for 1944. It was suh-
sequently decided that Canada shouid not be
asked for a contribution for 1944, but that
aur share of the 1944 budget should be in-
cluded in a contribution for 1945.

The operating expenses of the intergovern-
mental committee on refugees for 1945 have
been estimated as £1,100,000, and the Canadian
representative at the plenary session of the
committee has suggested that we base aur
contribution on this estimate. On the assump-
tion tbat we s-hould meet the same proportion
of the operational expenses as we do of
administrative expenditures for this organiza-
tian, aur contribution on this accaunt for the
year 1945 wauld be £48,263, or 3214,770.35
Canadien. An amount of $215,000 was sub-
mitted. This amount may be compared with
a contribution of £350,000 which is made by
France.

As my hon. friend is aware, the whoie
matter is in the state of transition at the
moment. 1 cannot say ta him any more
than that the new organizatian is being formed
ta take avec the work of the aid ane. In
regard ta what the hon. member for Daven-
port bas said, I wouid tell him. as he is aware,
that the whole question of refugees is about
the most difficult problem with which any
administration is faced et the present time.
Sa fer as Canada is cancerned, the anc pressing
featuire is the question of transportation and
what is invalved there, as well as the number
of cases which, so far as Canada is concerned,
must be carefuily examined in relation ta the
cxisting situation. We have at the present
time a committee of the cabinet specially
charged with going ino the whole matter of
the position of refugees but up ta the present
tiîne we bave not been abIe ta admit any
lar-ge number. Transportation difficulties, as
I hiave said, wvonid of themnselves prevent that,
but ns the situation in the wvorld changes we
hiope ta take a more liberai attitude than it
bas been possible ta teke in the past.

Iteni agree1 ta.

Canadaýs Contribuition ta the maintenance of
ex--ternal organizations-

657. Contribution ta the united nations
argenization ivorking capital fund ta provide
w orkýing capital for the operat ions of the organi-
zation pending assessment and collection of
reguilar contributions, $1,2051)02.50.

COMMONS-


