
COMMONS
Canadian Citizenship

We wiil thus achieve a netv status of "Cana-
dian citizen" wbicli will be an inclusive and
definitive status. At the samne time, I avant
ta emphasize and make clear that this will
net remeve from anyone who notv bas it,' ner
eliminate for persons hemn or naturaiized in
future, the status of British subleet. A Cana-
dian whe is now a British subject will under
this act continue ta be a British subjeot. A
persan who is hereafter hemn a Canadian
citizen .will thereby aise be a British subjeet.
An alien who cames te Canada. and is natur-
alized as a Canadian citizen wiii similarly
beceme a British subjeet. The change wilI
bc in removing the confusion cf conflicting
and unrelated definitions thiat tve nota', laa e.
Sa far as Canada is concerned the dominant
fact avilI be that of being a Canadian citizen.
Withi it. as a correlative, and important in tic
commonwealth as a whole, each wiil aise have
the status of British subjeet.

Withont gaing into the details of the bill,
there are a few impartant aspects that it
seems desirabie ta mention. I batve said that
in generai substance. the bill is a braad
revision of tbe Naturalizatiou Act donc in
termis of Canadian citizensbip. It first cf ail
defines who are Canadian citizens by birth.
It next sets forth the qualificat ions for
nat iiralizat ion as a Canadian citizen. and tht se

agaun are u-5scntî'uli.v the saine as t tu-e nott
rn terce. Thtrn is ane additional difference.
boatet er. that sbouid be noted. In future,
non-Ca nn-d ian B rit isi ubjects teiii be required
ta take eut luapers bMore blcoming Canadian
citizens. This mav iuppear ta be a fonda-
mental change, but it is a cbange more un
procedure than in substance. At pru-:ent a
non-Canadian British subjeet lias ne righit
cf entrv into Canada. and ho, dees net become
a "Canadian citizen" iunder the Immigration
Ac. until bie bas had domicile hiere for five
years. In essence aIl that is now being re-
quired is that in future the change of status
te Canadian citizenship rhall be marked by
the acquisition of farmal papers. It is feit
that this wailI be a decided advantage ta the
individuais ,onecu ,ned(. as i t w iii give greater
certaintv and security ta their position fez
purposes cf diplomatie protection abroad and
cf immigration entry when they camne ta aur
borders.

I might sav that the war bas shoava the
importance of having basic documents for'
prima facie proof of national status. There
have been thousands of cases where persans
abroad have appealed te our representatives
or ta the protecting power for aid an the
graund that they were Canadians. Persans
haro in Canada bave been able te produce
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birth certificates, thus suppiying a basis for
proof. Others natura]ized in Canada have
been able to produce naturalization certifi-
cates. But persons who came to Canada
from other parts of the commonwealth have
had nothing whatever to show tlîat they had
became Canadian citizenýs and were the
rcsponsibility of the Canadian government.
In pence time there have been simi]ar cases
of confusion. difficulty and real hardship, For
thiis reason, it is important ta provide papers
for non-Canadian British subjecets who become
Canadian citizens.

On the sublect of nalturalization 1 mnighit
mention one change that is important thirough-
ont the bill. In the past, "married women"
have heen ciassed with minors, iunatics, and
idiots as persans under a disability. Tbey
couId not become natuuralized or control their
national status as independent persans except
in very special circumstances. The gavern-
ment iooks upon this as an anachronismn that
bias no place to-day and aIl disabilities for
married womcn have been eliminated in the
presenit bill.

Witb regard ta loss of ('anadian citizenship,
the- conditions <ire the sain( as those at present
for tbî- loss of the -tata, of British 'subject-
w itb ouf addition. That addition is thr inser-
t on of a prov ision for automatic lo-ss of
ritiî"ensluip b 'ya naturalizi d peu-an w-ho stays
iont of Canada for six vears or more, uniess
1we colrnu- w utbm ance of tlbe spcufied claýsscs
or takps steps ta protect bis eitizensbip. The
prot iion does nor appiy* ta naturaiized persans
w lia o i sert ed in auir arn-ed forces. In addi-
tien there are excptions for naturalized
pc u-onýs wbo ar e abroad in the service of
Canada. or for a Caniadian corporation or
hu-incss cancern, or, ta go ta universitv, or for
reasans of iii healtb. and sa forth. Hitherto
there lias heen a provision for revocation of
British subjecet status if a naturalizcd persan
bias been absent for sct en x cars. However. it

u- impossible ta keep track of persans wne
are absnt so as ta know 1mw long they have

heen away, and many wbose naturalizatian
sboul bav e la en revoked bav'e reinained
Briti-h Injce-.l this war w e bave liad such
persans t-rap iip; for example, Germans
naturalized in Canada who returned ta Ger-
mnanv in 1933 or 1934, w hase absence was net
known, and who nolw dlaim protection and
benefits as Canadians. In many cases there is
evcry reasan ta suspect that a grcat number
of these people were ardent nazis ami camn-
plete GermTans durîng tlie war, .however Ca.na-
dian they may naw profess ta feel. In future.
taith tbe, passage of this bill, this w'iii net
happen. If such people are absent fromn Canada
for six veas or mare and do net pretect their


