
COMMONS
Succession Duty Act

On section 24-When duties payable.

Mr. HKNSON (York-Sunbuiry): Tbe period
of time is the same as for the filing of a
statement. In other words, the duty is to be
paid at the same time as the statcmcnt is
filed; is that the procedure?

Mr. ILSLEY: That is right.

Mr. HANSON (Yorký-Sunbiiry) : I would
suggest that it sbould be payable within thirty
days after the assessment. That would be fair.
Tlien a person bas six montbs to get ready to
file bis assassment. The assessment sbould be
made with reasonable promptness; witbin
tbirty days after that the bill would be pay-
able, and if it is nlot paid witbin tbirty
days, interest accrues. Tbat would be a
decent tbing for tbe taxpayer, especially if be
bas to liquidate. Tbe minister sbould give
consideration to tbat suggestion. It is a littla
change, a littie concession to tbe taxpayer, and
not mucb loss to tbe governmant.

Mr. ROSS (Calgary East): He gets six
montbs without interest.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): It takes
six months to get liquidated.

Mr. ILSLEY: In most provinces, if the
duty is nlot paid within six months 1 thinkl
it bears interest from the date of decease.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury).: WeII,
tbanks for that mucb.

Mr. ILSLEY: If we made it payable after
assessment, tbere migbt ha cases in wbicb
delay in assessment would be inevitable for a
year or two.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): If the
assessment cannot be arrived at, tbe debt is
flot adjusted. It is nlot a liquidated amount.
\Vhy should it begin to bear interest? If I
bave an open account witb someono, in
common law it does flot bear interest unless
and until thero lias been a settlemcnt and
account stated. Tben, in some jurisdlictions it
begins to bear interest. Tbis is a departure
from tbe ordinary common-law principle. It
is a taxation measure and is aIl in favour of
the crown. I suggest that tbere would be no
barm to tbe treasury if a little more considera-
tien were given to the taxpayer. I bave nlot
heard any hon. member opposite speaking in
favour of tbe taxpayer, except the bon.
member for Parry Sound, and now he bas
deserted.

Mr. ILSLEY: My complaint about the
opposition is tbat I neyer hear anyone speak-
ing for tbe taxpayer.

[Arr. R. B. Hanson.]

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury):
indead I bave failed in my function.

Then

Mr. ILSLEY: I mean the taxpayers gener-
ally.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): I do not
apprebend.

Mr. ILSLEY: I refer to the crown. We are
talking as if the crown here were some anemy
of rnankind. The crown is the taxpayers, the
people of Canada.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): That is
the theory.

Mr. McCUAIG: Tbe practice in Ontario
tuually is tbat the executor makes a deposit
with the succession duty department, and I
presumne the same practice will be carried out
wiîth respect to this legislation. If the assess-
ment is nlot completed until after six months,
no interest would be ebargeable because the
department would have tbe deposit of the
executor.

Mr. MACDONALD (Brantford City): In
fact. the province of Ontario go further; tbey
alloxv interest on tbe money deposited up to
the time the duty is payable.

7\1. CASSELMAN: In many instances it
will ha found tbat an estate is not in pos-
session of liquid funds witb wbich to pay
the~ money; it may bave no bonds that it
can dispose of. One difficulty under thîs
setion is tbat if the taxing authority delays
thli settiement for a period of six montbs and
if the money bas nlot been paid in but a
bond given to secure it, tben tbe taxpayer
is forced to pay interest because of the action
of the government. Tberefore, if there could
be in this section sometbing to tbe affect,
"1within six montbs or witbin a period of one
or two montbs after the sattlement bas been
arrived at by the government," I do not think
thiere would ha any bardship one way or the
otber.

Mr. ILSLEY: It would neyer do. Take
income tax. I keep tbinking about tbat
hecause I bave had experience with it. If we
hiad a provision tbat interest did not run
until the tax was assessed by the department,
wby should anyone pay any income tax by
April 30? Tbey bave to make a stab at it
themsclves, estimate their tax and pay it;
otberwise we could not get money in, could
not carry on tbe services of tbe country. We
count on a very large sum of money coming
in around April 30.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): The two
cases are not quite analogous.


